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August 5, 2007

Vacation

Summer is a time when many of us vacation. The
word “vacation” comes from the Latin word vacatio,
freedom, release from occupation, and from the word

vacare, to be empty, to make room for.

Next weekend we will make room for Fr. Dennis
Brown of the Oblates of the Virgin Mary. Fr. Brown will
speak of his missionary work and make an appeal for our
gpiritual and financial support. His appeal reminds us all

of our cal to join in the missionary work of the Church.

with Thanksfor Y ou,

Fr. Curran
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Eighteenth
Sunday in
Ordinary Time

August 5, 2007

He replied to him, "Friend, who appointed me as
your judge and arbitrator?' Then he said to the
crowd, "Take care to guard against all greed, for
though one may be rich, one®life does not consist of
possessions.” - Luke 12:14-15

Mass Intentions August 4 - 12, 2007

Saturday, August 4, 4:30 p.m.
Mary Churilo — 2™ Anniversary
(Sister, Jean Tudesco & Family)

Sunday, August 5, 8:00 a.m.
John F. Wardwell, Sr — 21% Anniversary
(Wife Sandra Wardwell)

Sunday, August 5, 10:30 a.m.
Edward McNamara— 3 Anniversary
(Wife & Family)

Monday, August 6, 7:30 a.m.
Catherine Sullivan — 15 Anniversary
(Daughter Marion Sullivan)

Wednesday, August 8, 7:30 a.m.
Richard Symkowicz (Father & Family)

Thursday, August 9, 7:30 a.m.
The Deceased Members of the Violette Family
(Marcella Hunter & Sster Dot Violette)

Friday, August 10, 7:30 a.m.
John Vignone — 5™ Anniversary
(Wife Assunta Vignone)

Saturday, August 11, 4:30 p.m.
Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family)

Sunday, August 12, 8:00 a.m.
Joseph Leonardo (Mom, Dad & Daughters)

Sunday, August 12, 10:30 a.m.
Dorothy and Joseph Corpora
(Margaret, Children and Grandchildren)

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (July 29): $7,043
Required Revenue (July 29): $8,913

Actua Revenue (YTD): $ 237,410
Required Revenue (YTD):  $267,390

My sincere thanks for all you do to make our
parish a place where Christ is encountered and
where his joy and life are shared with and for
others!

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

"Avoid greed in all its forms. A man may be
wealthy, but his possessions do not guarantee him
life."

(Luke 12:15)

In the realm of faith, material possessions are a
false security.

COORDINATOR OF
RELIGIOUSEDUCATION

| am very happy to announce that Maria Sousa
will be our new Coordinator of Religious
Education. Maria has worked in St. Christopher’s
Religious Education program for the past 2 ¥z years,
and she and her family have been parishioners at
St. Christopher’s for over thirty years. Mariais an
outstanding woman of faith whose kindness, talents
and goodness will be an asset to our young people,
our catechists and to their families.

Seeing the importance of the religious education
of our young people, | will be actively involved in
our program. Thisfall I will be teaching our eighth
graders a new Scripture-based catechetical program.

| am thankful for Mrs. Sousa for her willingness
to serve our parish in this new capacity. Please
show her our support and love.

Sincerely in Christ,

Fr. Curran
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MISSIONARY
COOPERATIVE
PLAN APPEAL

The Society for the Propagation of the
Faith is established in every diocese to
organize support for the missions. Each year
it appeals for funds on Mission Sunday. Also,
every year it brings to each parish one of the
groups working in the missions to speak about
their particular work.

This year, the Director of the Society for
the Propagation of the Faith has assigned the
Oblates of the Virgin Mary to our parish next
weekend, August 11 and 12. The speaker will
be Fr. Dennis Brown. We will have a second
collection next weekend to support their work.

SO YOU WANT TOBE A
GODPARENT OR
CONFIRMATION SPONSOR?

One of the most disappointing events that
can occur iswhen you have been asked to be a
godparent or a confirmation sponsor and you
find out that you are not eligible because you
have not received the sacrament of
Confirmation.

If you are 18 years of age or older, a
baptized Catholic who has received your First
Communion but have not been confirmed, you
can attend six sessions of adult education
classes and celebrate the sacrament of
Confirmation on Monday, October 29, 2007.

Classes will be held a St. Thomas
Seminary in Bloomfield on Tuesdays (9/11,
9/18, 9/25, 10/2, 10/9 and 10/16) from 7:00 —
9:00 p.m. or on Thursdays (9/6, 9/13, 9/20,
9/27, 10/4 and 10/11) from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. at
St. Joan of Arcin Hamden.

There is a $15 book fee that is payable at
the time of registration.

If you are interested in registering for
either of these classes, you may call the parish
office at 568-5240, Deacon Bill at 633-8997
or visit www.orehartford.org/rcia-conf.htm,
the website for the Archdiocesan Office of
Religious Education.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The next gathering of the Adult Social Club will be
the annual summer picnic which will be held this
Monday, August 6 at 5:00 p.m. in the Church Hall.
Please call Rose Y ergeau at 568-4029 with any questions.

Each member isasked to bring to the picnic a non-
perishable food item for the Food Bank. (Please see
page 4 of this Bulletin for a list of items that are
desperately needed. Thank you.)

ATTENTION BOARD MEMBERS: There will be a
meeting for all Board Members on Monday, August 27 at
1:00 p.m. in the Church Hall.

CHILDREN'SENVELOPES

Stewardship is not just for
adults. It is important that young
people also learn that they are
greatly blessed by God, and that in
response, they are called to share their blessings. Due to
the extraordinary emphasis on commercialism and
materialism in our society today, there is an increased
awareness within charitable organizations across the
country, including parishes, that we must teach our
children the importance of seeing all creation and all that
we have as gifts from God.

We have available in the sacristy a supply of
children’s envelopes for those children who would like to
make aweekly offering to their parish.

PARISH
STEWARDSHIP

Our thanks to Roch Girard, President of the Parish
Council and to Steve Kleva, Parish Trustee who have
made a thoughtful inventory of needed repairs on the
rectory. Work will include painting, the stabilizing of the
flooring and carpeting. Work will be done slowly and
deliberately in phases. | am thankful to them for their
leadership in helping us to be good stewards of our parish
buildings and grounds.

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran



EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME —AUGUST 5, 2007

PAGE 3

GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 12:13-21

Our attitude toward material things is the subject
of today’s readings. It is about the things that we
really regard important in our lives. They also
suggest that what we ARE is of far greater
importance than what we HAVE.

The Gospel begins by introducing a man who
wants Jesus to act as a mediator in a property dispute.
“Master, tell my brother to give me a share of our
inheritance.” It was quite common to bring such
disputes to a rabbi to be solved. But Jesus has no
interest whatever in dealing with this problem
because it represents a point of view that is totally at
variance with his own. Instead, Jesus gives a
warning: “Be on your guard against avarice of any
kind, for a person’slife is not made secure by what he
owns, even when he has more than he needs.”

It is possible that the man making the request was
actualy one of Jesus followers. In which case, he
needs to learn very quickly that such problems have
nothing whatever to do with the following of Jesus,
with being a Christian.

It was quite irrelevant for Jesus that the man
should get a fair share of an inheritance, especidly if
the man can satisfy his daily needs without it. This,
of course, is not the way “normal” people think.
They would be prepared to hire lawyers and go
through expensive court cases in order to get money
that they believed was due to them, whether they
needed it or not. We have frequently seen families
torn apart in bitter disputes over the allocation of
moneys.

So many dream some day of being rich, to be able
to buy all the things they would love to have, to be
able to travel, to have no worries. There is a belief,
which we see contradicted every single day, that once
we have financial security, al our problems will be
solved: housing, children’s education, cars and other
desirable luxuries, retirement and old age. Wealth, it
is believed, is a sign of “success’ though it is not
quite clear where the “success’ redly lies. It aso
brings “respect” and “status’. To drive up in aluxury
car to a big hotel or exclusive club, hand the keys
over to a hotel attendant, sit down at an expensive

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

dinner table and knowingly peruse the wine list, while
waiting for the dinner to be served, make a few calls
on the mobile phone, get nods of recognition from
other successful people who can also afford to dine at
this place... And so on.

Quite honestly, for many of us Christians
these priorities often take precedence over our
following of Christ. Sincere young people want to
establish their careers first - and, once set up, then
consider being a*“good” Catholic.

Today’s readings ask us to consider another
approach altogether. It isimportant to emphasize that
Jesusis not saying, “You must give up al these things
and lead a life of bleak misery for my sake. On the
contrary, Jesus is offering a much more secure way to
happiness and a life of real enjoyment than the way
that most people insist on believing in even though it
is seen to fail again and again. Against the greed that
obsesses many people Jesus offers an opposite
alternative to security and happiness — sharing.

So it is,” continues Jesus, “when a man stores
up treasure for himself in place of making himself
richin the sight of God. Jesusis not opposed to being
prosperous, if there is no inequality, but he suggests
that true and enduring wealth lies elsewhere. Howard
Hughes left about $2 billion behind but he lived his
final years in terrible fear and loneliness — and, in
spite of all his precautions, he died. In that he was no
different from a destitute person picked up off the
streets of Calcutta by Mother Teresa. But Hughes
died, lonely and unloved; the beggar died in the
loving care of Mother Teresa's Sisters.

— The Liturgy Committee

. BLOOD DRIVE

The 9" Annua Blood Drive in memory of
Bryan Judd and Paul Potka will be held this Friday,
August 10, from 1:45 — 6:30 p.m. in the Church
Hall. If you would like to make an appointment,
please call the American Red Cross at 1-800-GIVE-
LIFE (1-800-448-3543).
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“FILE OF LIFE” PACKETS

One thousand “File of Life” packets have been
purchased to replenish the Fire Department’s supply for
distribution to residents, sponsored by the Emergency
Medical Service Commission with funds from its
Contributions Account. The Contributions Account’s
funds are made possible as a result of donations made in
memory of a deceased loved one or in thankful
appreciation for emergency care when a 911 cdl is
responded to. All of the contributions from these
donationsto EMS are used to provide updated emergency
medical equipment and supplies or informational
materials to the citizens of East Hartford.

The Fire Department will distribute the free packets
to residents they come in contact with, from either an
emergency call or to senior housing complexes they visit
and at the senior picnic. The packets consist of a pocket
with a magnetic strip on back which holds a form for the
recording of vital medical information about the resident,
including emergency contacts, medical conditions and
prescriptions taken. This information is readily available
to rescue personnel when placed on a refrigerator door
where it is easily seen. The packet aso holds a credit-
card size, smaller version of the form that can be carried
in awallet, pocket or purse.

For information on obtaining a “File of Life” packet,
please contact the fire department at 291-7400.

Our food bank shelves are in desperate need of the
following items:

Baked Beans Mayonnaise
Canned Fruits Cered
Pasta Cookies
Crackers

Donations may be left in the baskets near the baptismal
font. Thank you for your support.

DID YOU KNOW
During the month of June, your food donations to the
St. Christopher/South Congregational Church Food Bank
helped to provide meals to 67 needy East Hartford
residents, comprised of 37 adults and 30 children.

WAYSTO GET
MORE FROM THE MASS

The following is the end of a series of tips
we've published over the previous weeks that we
hope have been helpful in guiding you to a richer
experience during the Mass. If you' ve missed any
of the tips, you may view them on our website at
www.stchris-eh.org and select Bulletins.

19. Leave Masswith a mission.

In the quiet time after Communion, think about
how God has spoken to you this day. What is
God calling you to do? How will you be more
like Christ this week? By forgiving someone?
Asking for forgiveness? By reaching out to
help someone? By being more patient with
your children? By confronting afriend or loved
one at risk? By helping someone who isill? By
smiling and thus lightening the day of someone
you pass on the street? Try not to leave until
you' ve committed to at least one small, concrete
way to live the Mass.

20. Work for justice.

Over the last 100 years, the Church has
reinforced the connection between Eucharist
and justice. For example, in his letter on the
Y ear of the Eucharist in 2003, Pope John Paul |1
pleaded with Catholic communities to commit
themselves to adleviating poverty and the ills
that comeit.

“We cannot delude ourselves,” he said. “We
will be recognized as true followers of Christ by
our mutual love and our concern for those in
need. This will be the criterion by which the
authenticity of our Eucharistic celebrations is
judged.”

(Reprinted with permission from Catholic Digest,
copyright 2007, published by Baynard, Inc. (P.O. Box
6015, New London, CT 06320, 800-321-0411)

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar
In today’s gospel Jesus warns “Life does not
consist of possessions. This is not what matters to
God.” Our worth comes from WITHIN; who we areis
more important than what we have or how we look.



