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Thirteenth
Sunday in
Ordinary Time

July 1, 2007

As they were proceeding on their journey, someone
said to him, "I will follow you wherever you go."
Jesus answered him, "Foxes have dens and birds of
the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere
torest hishead." —Luke 9:57-58

Saturday, June 30, 4:30 p.m.
Patricia Clark — 3 Anniversary
(Family)

Sunday, July 1, 8:00 a.m.
Edmond Guerin
(Wife & Family)

Sunday, July 1, 10:30 a.m.
Paul Whalan
(The Barrett Family)

Monday, July 2, 7:30 a.m.
Elsie & Edward Walker
(Jean Walker)

Wednesday, July 4, 9:00 am.
Independence Day
Parish Mass

Saturday, June July 7, 4:30 p.m.
Special Intention

Sunday, July 8, 8:00 a.m.
Bernard Casey
(The Blake Family)

Sunday, July 8, 10:30 a.m.
Rosemarie Flis
(Dave & Toni Amberg)

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (June 24): $7,522
Required Revenue (June 24): $8,913
Actual Revenue (YTD): $201,080
Required Revenue (YTD): $222,825

My personal thanks for your generous support
which is so essential for our parish!

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

"Whoever puts his hand to the plow but keeps
looking back is unfit for the reign of God." (Luke 9:62)

We are caled to share our first fruits, not our
leftovers. Stewardship entails total commitment, not a
nervous looking over our shoulders to see if we can
afford this commitment.

A NEW TAX INCENTIVE TO GIVE!

Have you been waiting for the federal government
to make it easier to give?

New tax legislation permits people over 70 %2 to
donate from their IRA or Roth IRA to non-profit
institutions such as St. Christopher’s Church without
paying the deferred income tax. Instead of taking the
required withdrawal from your IRA, you can donate the
required amount to your parish.

You can give up to $100,000 total to as many
organizations as you like in 2007. The opportunity
ends December 31, 2007. Speak to Fr. Curran for more
details.

MARRIAGE ANNIVERSARY
This weekend Dave and Toni Amberg
are celebrating their 45" Wedding
Anniversary.  We join with their
family and friends in offering our
sincere congratul ations, along with our
prayers for God' s blessing on them and
their loved ones.
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REFLECTION
FOR
INDEPENDENCE DAY

For an American, patriotism means more

than waving the flag,

or visiting historic monuments,

or even remembering those who died in battle.

It is more than saying you love your country

and it is more than saying your country isright.
Patriotism is cherishing the principles

on which America was founded.

It is recognizing that the values expressed

in our Declaration of Independence and our Constitution
are enshrined in our laws,

and that each person is owed dignity and respect.
Christians who value patriotism

celebrate not only independence from tyranny,

but also honor God, who alone gives the rights we cherish.

© Liturgical Publications Inc

PARISH COUNCIL OFFICERS
At the June 20, 2007 meeting of the parish council,
the following members were elected officers:

Roch Girard — President
Laurie Janecko — Vice-President
Scott Gay - Secretary

We congratulate our parish council officers and
thank them for their willing service to our parish.

—Fr. Curran

The Parish Mass for Independence Day,
Wednesday, July 4, will be at 9:00 a.m. instead of at

7:30 a.m.

PLEASE NOTE: In observance of Independence Day,
the Parish Office will be closed on Wednesday July 4,

and will reopen at 8:30 am. on Thursday, July 5.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar

In today s gospel Jesus left for Jerusalem. This was
dangerous and His friends could not prevent Him because
He was "resolutely determined.” Family lifeis a series of
leavings and lettings-go for school, jobs, marriage and
finally in death. We are able to let-go because we believe

and anticipate we will be reunited again.

(111) Lauren Hickey and Michael Kippenberger

WAYSTO GET MORE
FROM THE MASS

The following is a continuation of a series of
tips we're publishing over the next several weeks
that we hope will be helpful in guiding you to a
richer experience during the Mass. If you've
missed any of the tips we' ve already published, you
may view them on our website a www.
stchris-eh.org and select Bulletins.

3. Sit in adifferent spot.

A new pew might bring a whole new
perspective.

4. Ask asaint for help.

Read about the saints and their relationship with
the Mass. You may find renewed insight into
and appreciation for the Mass as awhole, or for
itsindividual parts. Pray to these saints and ask
them to help you on your spiritua journey.

5. Do some homework.

The more we know about the Mass, the more
we can feel apart of it and appreciate it. Obtain
a book such as The How-to Book of the Mass
(Michael Dubriel, Our Sunday Visitor), which
explains the meaning behind different parts of
the Mass. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church has very rich sections on liturgy, the
paschal mystery, and the Mass. Read especially
nos. 1066-1209; and 1322-1419.

(Reprinted with permission from Catholic Digest,
copyright 2007, published by Baynard, Inc. (P.O.
Box 6015, New London, CT 06320, 800-321-0411)
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
13" Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke9:51 - 62

For some people, commitment and freedom seem
quite incompatible. Yet today’s readings call for total
commitment lived in total freedom. One cannot, in
fact, have one without the other. Today’s Mass speaks
of what it means to be fully a disciple of Jesus. Thisis
much, much more than just being what is often
understood as a “good Cathoalic”.

The core of today’s Mass theme is our response to
Jesus calling us to join him. As Jesus makes his way to
Jerusdlem (and all that that will mean for him), a
number of people express a desire to join him.
Obviously — like many of us — they do not fully
understand just precisely what “going to Jerusalem’
really means for Jesus and those who go with him. We
can benefit from these three people because one or
more of them represents each one of us.

The first one courageously and generously says to
Jesus, “I will follow you wherever you go.” He has a
lot of enthusiasm but may not be aware of the realities
facing him. Jesus pulls him up short. Even the wild
animals have a place to live, he tells the man, but the
“Son of Man” has nowhere to call his own. He has no
house, no property, no money. As Winston Church told
the British people at the beginning of the Second World
War, he had nothing to offer them but “blood, sweat
and tears’.

One needs to be aware of what is expected of a
disciple. One must be ready to let go of people and
things, of all strings and attachments, of al external
securities and props. Am | ready for this? Or do | set
up my securities first and then, carrying them with me,
decide to follow him?

The second man also wants to follow Jesus. He
makes what seems a reasonable request: “Let me go
and bury my father first. “ The reply of Jesus sounds
harsh: “Let the dead bury their own dead; your duty is
to go and spread the news of the kingdom of God.” We
should not conclude from this request that the man’'s
father was aready dead. He may have been saying that
he would follow Jesus only after he had fulfilled his
“sonly” dutiesto his father.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

Jesus, of course, is not saying that we should not
love and respect members of our family. But he is
asking where our prioritiesin life really are. Heis
saying that, if we wish to be his disciple, we cannot
make our own arrangements first and then, only
when we are ready, go and follow him. The
demands of the Kingdom, the world of truth,
compassion, justice, freedom and peace, which we
are called to build, comesfirst of all.

How many of us first plan our careers carefully
and only then ask how we can be good Christians,
when it obviously should be the other way round?

The third man says he wants to follow Jesus but
wants to say goodbye to his family and friends first.
[t isnot unlike the previous case. | want to make all
my own arrangements first. | want to have some
fun in life. But to be a disciple of Jesus, | cannot
hesitate. The call is NOW, today and the response
must also be now, today. Jesus reference to the
plow is surely a reference to what we see in the
First Reading.

Here we see a dramatic response in the call of
Elisha who was to succeed Elijah as prophet. Elisha
also wanted to bid farewell to his parents. "Go, go,"
said Elijah. But then Elisha thought better of it. He
took his two oxen and slaughtered them. He took
his plough and used it to make afire for cooking the
ox meat which he gave to al his men. All these
things were his means of livelihood. Empty-handed
but totally free he then followed Elijah.

We are not meant to take all these images with
absolute literalness but they are intended to help us
reflect on the various things - material, emotional,
intellectual - which prevent us from an
unconditional following of Jesus. We have so many
desires and attachments in life. We have so many
fears and anxieties. We regret or feel nostalgic for
so much of the past and worry so much about the
future. All of these can have a crippling effect on
our lives. Much of the time we are only living half a
life or we are living other peoples lives and not our
own.

— The Liturgy Committee
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THANK YOU! THANK YQOU!
Father Vincent Curran and the Parish Council of
St. Christopher’s Church thank the many people who
were a part of the Sunday and Monday celebrations of
Father William Edward McGrath’slife.

- Roch Girard for his outstanding organizational
skills and support of the many tasksinvolved.

- Toni Amberg for her caring management as
St. Christopher’s Bereavement Coordinator of the
many different aspects pertaining to the funera
arrangements.

- Laurie Janecko for gathering and putting together
the information for the booklets for the Sunday
evening Mass and for the Funeral Mass on Monday.
She also shopped for many items needed for the
receptions.

- Scott Gay for donating many hospitality items and
for helping with the vigil scheduling.

- Bev Connors for recruiting the many greeters for
Sunday’ s viewing hours and for Monday’s Funeral
Mass.

- Frank McMahon, Helen Little, and Mac McCarthy
for their supervision of the reception in the hall.

- Kevin Hadyka who served as the go-between for
the funera committee and the Bible Camp
committee and a helper.

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

To the multitude of people who shared in the
celebration...

- The Eucharistic Ministers and the Altar Servers.

- Charleen Miele, Laura Bloch and the choir who
exercised their music ministry so beautifully by
leading us in song on Sunday night and Monday
morning.

- The suppliers of food for the receptions, all of
which was wonderful.

- The sditters who stayed for the Wake vigil
throughout the night.

(continued in the next column)

(Thank Youl!... —continued)

- The hospitality helpersfor both receptions.

- The helpers who set up and took down the chairs
and tablesin and outside the hall.

- Finally, the many parishioners who, displaying their
love and respect for “Father Bill,” came for the
Parish Wake on Sunday afternoon, the Parish Mass
on Sunday evening and the Mass of Christian Burial
on Monday morning.

- Kay McNamara

We also extend our appreciation to Kay McNamara
for al the assistance she provided.

CONGRATULATIONS, PHIL!

Our parishioner, Phil Gosselin, has successfully
completed the requirements for graduation from the
four-year Biblical School which was established in
1995 through the Archdiocesan Office of Religious
Education. Phil, along with other graduates, was
honored at a Graduation Ceremony that was held last
Sunday, June 24, in the Chapel at the Archdiocesan
Center at St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield. We
congratulate him for his commitment to this program.
He worked hard for four years to earn this
certification. Well done, Phil!

COME, JOIN OUR BIBLE JOURNEY!

It's time to register for Year 1 of the Archdiocesan
Catholic Biblical School! This program is intended for
adults who wish to meet the Lord in a deeper way
through Scripture, and who seek the assistance that a
guided journey provides. In both content and
companionship the Catholic Biblical School offers an
enriching experience that will bring God's word to life
for you! Participants have said that it has changed their
lives.

The Archdiocesan Office of Religious Education is
now taking registration for classes beginning in
September 2007. Registration period: May 15 —
August 15. Early registration is advised since the
complete registration process takes about two weeks,
including mailings. Number and location of classes also
depend on registration. For further information, please
contact Sr. Jewel Renna at the Office of Religious
Education in Bloomfield at (860) — 243-9465 or by
e-mail at jrenna@adh-ore.org.



