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The Nativity of
St. John the
Baptist

June 24, 2007

When they came on the eighth day to circumcise the
child, they were going to call him Zechariah after his
father, but his mother said in reply, "No. He will be
caled John." —Luke 1:59-60

- June 23 —July 1, 2007

Saturday, June 23, 4:30 p.m.
Bill McCarthy — In Memory of His Birthday
(Wife Kay)

Sunday, June 24, 8:00 a.m.
Anthony Gallo — 8" Anniversary
(Mom, Dad, Sster & Grandma)
Eugene Jensen — 38" Anniversary (Wife & Family)

Sunday, June 24, 10:30 a.m.
Pat Blanco (Sister & Family)
Mark Tardiff (Family)

Monday, June 25, 7:30 a.m.
Paul Franklin — 2™ Anniversary (Wife Claire)

Tuesday, June 26, 7:30 a.m.
Bernard Casey
(Members of . Christopher’s Adult Social Club)

Wednesday, June 27, 7:30 a.m.
Catherine Juliano (Daughter)

Thursday, June 28, 7:30 a.m.
Philomena Ann Giansanti
(Daughter & Son-in-Law

Ann Marie and Henry Langenfeld,
Children & Grandchildren)

Saturday, June 30, 4:30 p.m.
Patricia Clark — 3 Anniversary (Family)

Sunday, July 1, 8:00 a.m.
Edmond Guerin (Wife & Family)

Sunday, July 1, 10:30 a.m.
Paul Whalan (The Barrett Family)

Dear Friends,

It is with great sadness, but with
confident hope, that we mourn the
passing of our good Shepherd
Fr. William McGrath.

Fr. McGrath served our parish in
exemplary fashion for twenty-seven
years. He was an outstanding priest and servant of our
good Lord. | join with all of you in offering
our deepest condolences to Fr. McGrath’'s family,
especidly to his sister Noreen who served
St. Christopher’s as parish secretary. | offer as well,
with you, our sincere condolences to Fr. Fanelli whose
care and love for Fr. McGrath was so evident and
edifying for al of us. On a personal note | recall and
am thankful for Fr. McGrath’s kindness and encourage-
ment to me. May he now experience the reward of his
goodness and faithfulness with the saints in heaven.
And may he pray for al of us as a parish family as we
seek to be more like Christ the Good Shepherd.

| encourage you to participate and help in as many
ways as you can in Fr. McGrath's funeral services
which are listed below.

yoursin Christ,
Fr. Curran

FUNERAL SERVICES

A Wake will be held at the Farley-Sullivan Funeral
Home, 34 Beaver Road, Wethersfield on Saturday, June
23, from 4:00 — 8:00 p.m.

An additional Wake will be held at St. Christopher
Church on Sunday, June 24, from 3:00 — 7:00 p.m.

A Parish Masswill be held at St. Christopher Church on
Sunday, June 24 at 7:00 p.m.

Archbishop Mansell will preside at the Mass of
Christian Buria at St. Christopher Church on Monday,
June 25 at 10:00 am.

HOSPITALITY
Hospitality will be provided in the Church Hall
during the time in which Fr. McGrath will lie in state,
Sunday, June 24 from 3:00 — 7:00 p.m. We are in
need of donations of finger foods (small sandwiches,
desserts, cheese and crackers, fruit, etc.) for Sunday’s
hospitality, and dessert items for Monday afternoon’s

(continued in the next column)
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(Fr. McGrath — continued)

reception. Donations for both occasions may be
brought to the hall anytime after 1:30 p.m. on
Sunday. Your help and support is much
appreciated.

ASSISTANCE NEEDED

Fr. McGrath will lie in repose in the sanctuary
of St. Christopher Church following the Parish
Mass on Sunday evening. We request that at least
two people remain with the open casket for one
hour from 8:00 p.m. Sunday until 9:00 am.
Monday. If you are willing to honor Fr. McGrath
in this way, please sign up with Kay McNamara
or Scott Gay at the back of the church after all
M asses this weekend.

Greeters are needed for Sunday afternoon and
Monday morning. If you would like to help on
either of these days, please see Bev Connors at the
back of the church after all Masses this weekend.

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (June 17): $7,435
Required Revenue (June 17):  $8,913
Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 193,558
Required Revenue (YTD): $213,912

Y our generosity to our parish is appreciated.
Many thanks for al you do to help our
parish!

with Gratitude,

Fr. Curran

A STEWARDSHIP

SUMMER REMINDER
For those families who summer “away” from
St. Christopher’s, please remember our parish
relies on your support even during the summer
months. Envelopes can be mailed or a summer
offering can be made directly to the church at 538
Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118. Thank

you for your stewardship of our parish!

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

“The Lord called me from birth; from my mother’s
womb he gave me my name.” (Isaiah 49, 1)

The Lord has called each of us by name at our
baptism. It is a call like John's to go forth and make
ready the way of the Lord for others by our example.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The Adult Social Club will not meet during the
month of July. The next gathering will be the annual
summer picnic which will be held on Monday, August
6 at 5:00 p.m. in the Church Hall. All members will be
contacted in order to coordinate the food items for the
picnic. Please call Rose Yergeau at 568-4029 with any
questions.

BOARD MEMBERS — NOTE REVISION: The
meeting for the Social Club Board Members has been
rescheduled to Tuesday, June 26, at 1:00 p.m. in the
parish room at the Parish Center (across the hal from
the Chapel entrance).

OFFICE HOURS
Our parish office will be operating on a reduced
schedule this coming week. The scheduleis:

Monday: 8:30 am. —12:00 noon
Tuesday - Thursday: 9:30 am. —12:00 noon
Friday: 9:00 am. —12:00 noon

Normal business hours will resume on Monday,
July 2, beginning at 8:30 am. Thank you!

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar
The question in today®gospel, "What will this child
be?' concerns al parents. We spend years trying to
influence and shape the answer, hoping our children
will be "strong in spirit", like the Baptist, and also
"blessing God" like Zachariah.

(1) Lauren Hickey and Michael Kippenberger
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
The Nativity of St. John the Baptist
Luke 1:57 — 66, 80

Today’'s Mass takes precedence over the regular
Sunday Mass, which this year would be the 12th Sunday
in Ordinary Time. It takes precedence because in the
Church’s liturgical calendar there are only three nativities
that are celebrated, the birth of Christ, the birth of His
mother Mary, and today’s nativity, the birth of Jesus
Christ’s cousin, John the Baptist.

We can easily miss an important point: John the
Baptist had an identity while he was in his mother’s
womb. He had a name, an important name, a name that
forever identified him. That's important because the
same is true for us. Before the mountains were raised,
the seas were filled, the stars were flung into the heavens,
and the planets were thrown into their orbits, God knew
each and every one of us. God had a vision and a
purpose for each one of us. It is extremely important to
know that. Each one of usisimportant in God's scheme
of things — each one of us has a purpose, and identity, a
name in the mind of God.

Luke tells us that the angel Gabriel announced the
conception of Jesus six month after announcing the
conception of John. Note, too, that we just celebrated the
summer solstice. Jesusis born immediately following the
winter solstice. A couple of days ago we noted the
summer solstice. The days are now getting shorter now,
and the darkness of night is getting longer. John the
Baptist proclaims, “I must decrease, he must increase’.
The Light of the World is coming, that light which will
overcome the darkness of evil, sin, aggression,
oppression, and al that holds us in the darkness of
spiritual blindness. John the Baptist is born to point out
to us that in spite of al that holds us spiritually deaf,
mute and blind, God is now moving amongst us to set us
free. In the face of this world’s oncoming darkness the
Light of the World is gradually coming to us. He will
burst forth upon us on December 25th.

John began baptizing people as a sign that demands a
change from the sinful world and a new turning to God.
Jesus was baptized by John to show His own solidarity
with those who wanted the reign of God to begin. John
becomes Jesus’ primary witness in the Gospel.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

In the Gospel of John, the Fourth Gospel, we
find John the Baptist going out of its way to tell
people that Jesus, not John, is the Messiah. John
was only the witness to Jesus. This was because
John's fame had spread throughout the Jewish
communities so much so that 30 years later Paul
and Barnabas would find Jews who knew about
John the Baptist but never heard of Jesus. Paul
notes that in our second reading. He tells us that as
important as John the Baptist was in God’'s scheme
of things, Jesus Christ is far more important. John
the Baptist was sent to point out the presence of the
Jewish Messiah, Jesus the Chrigt, the Light of the
World.

After John announces that he must decrease so
that the world can recognize the Messiah, we meet
the Baptist again one last time. Thisisin the palace
of Herod when he proclaims the truth of God and
then gets thrown into jail for speaking of God's
laws. He told the king that it was wrong for him to
marry his sister-in-law, Herodias. Because he stood
for the truth, John was beheaded.

The message of John’'slifeisfor usall. We are
to proclaim that God isin our midst. Redemptionis
now at hand. God is in our midst now. We are
called to stand apart from the world, to live for
truth, to let go of al that is not decent, good, right,
loving, kind, and godly. John calls us to sacrifice,
to be different, to stand out in the crowd.

— The Liturgy Committee

SUMMER
VACATION BIBLE CAMP
ATTENDEES....
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE!

Due to the funeral arrangements for Fr. McGrath,
the Vacation Bible Camp will begin on Tuesday,
June 26, at 8:30 am. and run through Saturday,
June 30. If you have any questions, please call
camp director, Steve DiMotta at 558-3413.
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WAYSTO GET MORE FROM THE MASS

The Roman Catholic Church sees the Mass as the most
perfect way it has to offer adoration to God. But with all the
distractions, the imperfections, how can we have a spiritual
experience? How can we get any meaning out of Mass? Over
the next several weeks, we will share twenty ways to get more
from the Mass as published in a recent issue of Catholic Digest.
We hope you will find these tips helpful in guiding you to a
richer experience.

1. Keep thebig picturein mind.

The Mass is more than the homily, more than the music,
more than the prayers, more than any one separate
experience. The Mass, along with the other sacraments, is
the way we enter into the mystery of our salvation, the dying
and rising of Jesus. Some have compared the Eucharist to a
blood oath. In the Mass we remember what Jesus did for us,
and by eating of his Body and drinking of his Blood, we
commit ourselvesto live as He did. Thisis true, whether the
music or homilist at any one Mass isinspired or not.

2. Embrace imperfection.

When Jesus spoke his Sermon on the Mount, He probably
didn’t have perfect conditions. Maybe people couldn’'t
concentrate on what Jesus was saying because someone else
was carrying on a gossipy conversation or eating extremely
smelly fish. In the days of Jesus’ ministry, and the days of
the early Church, distractions were just as common as they
are now. Even the great St. Augustine complained that
people gabbed through his homilies. Dwelling on these
interruptions and distractions does no good. Inwardly
acknowledge the annoyance, take a deep breath, and redirect
your focus to the Mass.

(Reprinted with permission from Catholic Digest, copyright 2007,
published by Baynard, Inc. (P.O. Box 6015, New London, CT
06320, 800-321-0411)

Mass Times was

developed in 1994 to help

traveling Catholics find a

church nearby to their destination. When you log on to

www.masstimes.org, you can begin your search of locating

parishes near to your destination. The search will show the

church name, address, and phone number for all churchesin the

area. Worship times are maintained by the individual churches,

so it recommended that you call the church directly to verify
their schedule of Masses.

WELCOME
SUMMER!

School’s out for the summer. Many
children and families are preparing for
their summer vacations. This past
week, we officialy welcomed
summer, so it seems fitting to share
with you the following items.

SUMMER BLESSING

Walk along beside me, Jesus,
as | begin the months of summer.
As| work, play, enjoy family time
and friendships, may | hear Y our
voice within me, guiding me toward
all that isright and good.

Give me faith in your presence,
knowing that Y ou walk beside me
in everything | do.

Gracious and loving God,
thank you for the gift of summer.
May the warmth of its sun and the
beauty of itslight remind me daily

of your love for me. Amen.

SUMMER SAINTS

Even vacation has its saintly
patron. The genera patrons of
travelers include St. Nicholas of Myra,
St. Anthony of Padua, St. Joseph and
St. Christopher.

If you are traveling by car,
remember that St. John the Baptist is
the patron saint of highways, and St.
Frances of Rome is the patron of
motorists.

When traveling with children
sometimes divine help is required,
mothers can turn to St. Anne, and the
fathers can turn to St. Joseph, and both
can invoke St. Monica, a patroness of
families.



