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     June 16 - 24, 2007 
 

 
 
 

Saturday, June 16, 4:30 p.m. 
Peter Mondo – 2nd Anniversary 

(Vincent & Shirley Mondo) 
 

Sunday, June 17, 8:00 a.m. 
Gerry Martin (Wife Jan & Family) 

 

Sunday, June 17, 10:30 a.m. 
Bud Meyer (Daughter Carol) 

 

Monday, June 18, 7:30 a.m. 
Manuel Machado (Wife, Daughter & Son-in-Law) 

 

Tuesday, June 19, 7:30 a.m. 
Bob Connors (Wife Bev) 

 

Wednesday, June 20, 7:30 a.m. 
Nela Saccassio (Connie Serpa) 

 

Thursday, June 21, 7:30 a.m. 
William & Edna Connell (Anne Sullivan) 

 

Fr iday, June 22, 7:30 a.m. 
John & Louise Olinatz (Children) 

 

Saturday, June 23, 4:30 p.m. 
Bill McCarthy – In Memory of His Birthday 

(Wife Kay) 
 

Sunday, June 24, 8:00 a.m. 
Anthony Gallo – 8th Anniversary 
(Mom, Dad, Sister & Grandma) 

Eugene Jensen – 38th Anniversary (Wife & Family) 
 

Sunday, June 24, 10:30 a.m. 
Pat Blanco (Sister & Family) 

Mark Tardiff (Family) 

 
A TITHING PARISH 

 
 

 Actual Revenue (June 10): $ 6,918 
 

 Required Revenue (June 10): $ 8,913 
 

 Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 186,123 
 

 Required Revenue (YTD): $ 204,999 
 

My sincere thanks for all you do to make our parish 
a place where Christ is encountered and where his 
joy and life are shared with and for others! 
 
                                       with Gratitude, 
 
                                          Fr. Curran 

 
 

A STEWARDSHIP 
SUMMER REMINDER 

 For those families who summer “away”  from 
St. Christopher’s, please remember our parish relies on 
your support even during the summer months.  
Envelopes can be mailed or a summer offering can be 
made directly to the church at 538 Brewer Street, 
East Hartford, CT 06118.  Thank you for your 
stewardship of our parish! 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
 
 “ I still live my human life, but it is a life of faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
I will not treat God’s gracious life as pointless.”  
 

(Galatians. 2:20) 
 
 St. Paul saw his life as of gift from God to be lived 
in faith.  It is in living as God’s stewards of our own 
lives that we show appreciation for this wonderful gift. 
 
 

 
 

Please pray for : 
 

John Barrett 
 

1st Lieutenant Keith N. Heidtman 
 

"You did not anoint my head with oil, but she 
anointed my feet with ointment.  So I tell you, her 
many sins have been forgiven; hence, she has shown 
great love.  But the one to whom little is forgiven, 
loves little." – Luke 7:46-47 
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Fr . Curran, Deacon Bill Gilles 
and the entire par ish staff 

wish all the fathers of the par ish a very 
Happy Father ’s Day. 

 

Let us ask God to bless all the fathers and strengthen 
in them the sense of joy and gratitude for the gift of 
fatherhood, strength and dedication to fulfill its 
responsibilities, and love for the children entrusted to 
their care. 

 
 

In Memory of Scott Cattanach 
St. Christopher Church Hall 

Fr iday ~ June 22 
1:45 – 6:30 p.m. 

call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE to make app’ t 
 
 

COME, JOIN OUR BIBLE JOURNEY! 
 It’ s time to register for Year 1 of the Archdiocesan 
Catholic Biblical School!  This program is intended for 
adults who wish to meet the Lord in a deeper way 
through Scripture, and who seek the assistance that a 
guided journey provides.  In both content and 
companionship the Catholic Biblical School offers an 
enriching experience that will bring God’s word to life 
for you!  Participants have said that it has changed their 
lives. 
 The Archdiocesan Office of Religious Education is 
now taking registration for classes beginning in 
September 2007.  Registration period:  May 15 – 
August 15.  Early registration is advised since the 
complete registration process takes about two weeks, 
including mailings.  Number and location of classes 
also depend on registration. 
 For further information, please contact Sr. Jewel 
Renna at the Office of Religious Education in 
Bloomfield at (860) – 243-9465 or by e-mail at 
jrenna@adh-ore.org. 
 
 

 
 

(III)  Stephen Shuska and Stephanie Ouelett 
 

(I) Lauren Hickey and Michael Kippenberger 
 

 
ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 

 The Adult Social Club will not meet during the 
month of July.  The next gathering will be the 
annual summer picnic which will be held on 
Monday, August 6 at 5:00 p.m. in the Church 
Hall.  All members will be contacted in order to 
coordinate the food items for the picnic. 
 

 BOARD MEMBERS - PLEASE NOTE:  A 
meeting for the Social Club Board Members will be 
held on Monday June 25, at 1:00 p.m. in the parish 
room at the Parish Center (across the hall from the 
Chapel entrance). 
 
 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 
by Bud Ozar  

 In today©s gospel, compassion, discussion, 
affection, forgiveness, repentance, listening, story-
telling and correction all happened during the meal 
at the Pharisee©s house.  When our hearts, minds 
and body have been fed, we leave the meal "in 
peace."  Meals can be more than self-absorbed 
eating. 
 
 

 

HABITS FOR HANDING ON FAITH 
 The following is the last of the seven habits that 
can help both parents and children learn the delicate 
and awesome art of Christian love and living.  If 
you missed any of the previous habits we discussed, 
you may view them on our website at 
www.stchris-eh.org and select Bulletins. 
 

Habit #7 
 

Engage the culture. 
 

 We mistakenly think sometimes that 
Christianity demands rejection of this world.  The 
Gospel says quite a different thing.  Jesus engaged 
his culture, critiqued it and changed it for the better.  
Watch the news with children; talk with them about 
the social and political issues of the day, big and 
small, local and global.  Help them learn and 
understand the choices we can make on behalf of 
good, contributing to our society in just, loving and 
creative ways. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 7:36-8:3 
 
 Today’s passage is one of the most striking scenes 
in the whole of the Gospel.  It is not thought to be the 
same incident, described in Matthew and Mark, where a 
woman pours ointment over the head of Jesus in the 
house of Simon the leper (although the host in both 
scenes is called Simon).  In John, this incident is 
described as taking place in the house of Martha, Mary 
and Lazarus where Mary is the one pouring the 
ointment. 
 
 It is a story only found in Luke and, in a way, it is 
strange that it is not otherwise recorded.  Perhaps to 
some, especially Jewish readers, it was a little too 
daring and close to the edge, because it is a highly 
sexual story and Jesus is deeply involved in its 
unfolding. 
 
 We are told that a Pharisee – his name is Simon – 
was keen to have Jesus eat at his house.  The word 
‘Pharisee’  means ‘separated one’ .*  In Jesus’  time they 
numbered about 6,000 and were spread over the whole 
of Palestine.  They taught in synagogues and saw 
themselves as religious models.  They were the self-
appointed guardians of the law and its observance.  
They considered the interpretations and regulations 
handed down by tradition as having the same authority 
as Scripture (cf.  Mark 7:8-13).  In our own day and in 
our own Church we find similar people who tend to 
assume the same mantle of judgmentalism and 
intolerance. 
 
 We are told the woman who bursts into Simon’s 
house was a sinner.  “Sinner”  here can only refer to 
some public immorality and very likely she was a 
“woman of the street” , a prostitute or at least a woman 
known for her promiscuous behavior.  She was eager to 
meet with Jesus and heard that he was dining at 
Simon’s house.  So she burst in, bringing an alabaster 
box of very expensive ointment (worth a year and half 
of a laborer’s wages) and came up to Jesus from 
behind. 
 
 She immediately began crying and her abundant 
tears bathed Jesus’  feet.  She then began to dry his feet 
 

(continued in the next column) 
 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 
with her long hair.  The fact that she wore her hair 
down or let it down in public itself indicates that she 
was a “ loose”  woman.  She kissed the feet of Jesus and 
poured the ointment over them. 
 
 Simon was deeply shocked at the extraordinary 
scene what was playing out before his eyes and in his 
house.  If Jesus was really a prophet, he thought to 
himself, he would know what kind of a woman this was 
who was touching him.  She was a sinner and no good 
person, least of all a rabbi like Jesus, should allow 
anything remotely like that to take place, least of all in 
the house of a Pharisee. 
 
 Jesus, fully aware of what was going on in Simon’s 
mind, tells him a story about two debtors.  One owed a 
large amount and other a smaller amount.  However, 
the creditor wrote off both debts.  Which of the two, 
Jesus asked, would be more grateful and appreciative?  
Obviously the one who had been remitted the larger 
debt, said Simon.  “Well said,”  replied Jesus and then 
went on to apply the parable to the present situation.  In 
the process he indicates something that Simon had 
probably not thought of – that he, too, was a sinner, 
even though to a lesser degree.  In addition Simon had 
been guilty of not extending even the most ordinary 
courtesies of hospitality to his guest, a serious matter in 
that part of the world. 
 
 Simon had not had Jesus’  feet washed when he 
came into the house but the woman had washed his feet 
with her tears and dried them with her hair.  Simon had 
not given a kiss of greeting but the woman had not 
stopped kissing his feet since she came into the house.  
Simon had not put oil on his guest’s head but the 
woman had poured an expensive box of ointment over 
his feet.  And therefore – now comes the point of the 
story: “Her many sins are forgiven, hence she is 
showing so much love.”   The one who loves less clearly 
has not yet been fully forgiven.  Do these words apply 
to the very legalistic but unloving Simon?  And, turning 
to the woman at his feet, Jesus says, “Your sins are 
forgiven.”   It is more a statement of something already 
a reality than words of absolution.  The guests at table 
begin to ask each other: “Who is this that he forgives 
sin?”  Again Jesus says to the woman, “Your faith has 
made you whole again.  Go in peace.”  
 

-The Liturgy Committee 
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CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
The monthly Children’s Liturgy will be celebrated at 
the 10:30 Mass next Sunday, June 24.  A kickoff 
celebration for the Summer Vacation Bible Camp 
program will be held in the church hall following 
Mass, and refreshments will be served.  All are 
invited! 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
 

The Summer Vacation Bible 
Camp will be held in 
St. Christopher’s church hall 
from June 25 – 29.  Camp is 
held each day from 8:30 am – 

12:30 pm.  Registrations are still being accepted.  
Please call camp director Steve DiMotta at 558-3413 
for more information. 

 
 
 

 
 

ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL 
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 

FOR JUNIOR HIGH 
 St. Christopher School currently has openings in 
our junior high program for grades seven and eight 
and is accepting applications for the Fall 2007.  St. 
Christopher School is a caring, vibrant faith-filled 
community with a top notch faculty.  Students in our 
junior high receive a well-rounded curriculum 
including religion, English, history, geography, 
Spanish, science, fine arts, and technology.  There are 
also wonderful extra-curricular activities such as 
girls’  &  boys’  basketball, soccer, Communications 
Club, Yearbook Club and Drama Club.  It has often 
been said that St. Chris students go to high school 
prepared to succeed.  So, if you are considering a 
Catholic high school in the future, please consider us 
first. 
 Applications for enrollment are currently online at 
our website at saintchristopherschool.org or you can 
contact the school at 568-4100.  Parents and children 
are invited to visit anytime by appointment.  We 
would love to sit down and speak one-on-one with 
prospective parents about their individual children’s 
needs and how St. Christopher School can help meet 
those needs.  If you are interested, please call the 
school for an appointment. 

 
Our parish’s Annual Appeal 
activity has come to a close.  
We take this time to say 
“Thank You!”  to those who 
made a gift or pledged a 
commitment to the 2007 
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal. 

 
 

ST. GERARD’S CENTER FOR LIFE 
The center’s mission is to assist women in making 
life-affirming decisions through ongoing love, 
support, and service.  We are committed to bring 
health and wholeness to the most vulnerable and 
unwanted, welcoming every mother, father, and child, 
born and unborn, as a gift from the Father. 
 

Needed: 
 

 Cribs & Mattresses 
 Twin Beds  
 Bassinets 
 Car Seats 
 Strollers 
 

For pick-up of used items, call Gail DeVito 860- 
347-6027.  Please pray daily for an end to legalized 
abortion the U.S.  Thank you. 
 
 
 

MARRIAGE 
ENCOUNTER 
WEEKEND 

 
Take a fresh look at your  marr iage. 

 

 Consider attending a Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend to enrich your lives together.  It 
is a unique approach aimed at revitalizing Christian 
Marriage.  The weekend centers entirely on your 
relationship.  It is a positive, simple common sense, 
private experience between you and your spouse, that 
revitalizes marriage by helping you to see again those 
loving qualities in each other that you may be taking 
for granted.  The next weekend is July 20-22, 2007. 
 For more information or to register, please contact 
John & Bev Maley at (203) 364-0836 or send an e-
mail to bjkmaley@aol.com or visit www.wwme.org 
 


