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     May 26 – June 3, 2007 
 

 
 

Saturday, May 26, 4:30 p.m. 
Nicholas Donofrio (Family) 

 

Sunday, May 27, 8:00 a.m. 
Yvette Ruest (The Guerin Family) 

 

Sunday, May 27, 10:30 a.m. 
Mark Tardiff (Family) 

 

Monday, May 28, 9:00 a.m. (Memor ial Day) 
For Those Who Have Died 

in Military Service to Our Country 
 

Tuesday, May 29, 7:30 a.m. 
In Honor of St. Lucy (John Armstrong) 

 

Wednesday, May 30, 7:30 a.m. 
In Thanksgiving 

 

Thursday, May 31, 9:00 a.m. 
Catrina Costa (Great Grandson John Armstrong) 

 

Fr iday, June 1, 7:30 a.m. 
Jonathan Schleker (Justin Paulin) 

 

Saturday, June 2, 4:30 p.m. 
Patricia Scamuzzi – 2nd Anniversary 

(Sister & Family) 
 

Sunday, May 3, 8:00 a.m. 
Settimo & Mary Tamiso 
Tom & Rose DelRocco 

(Family) 
 

Sunday, June 3, 10:30 a.m. 
Michael Serignese (Family) 

 
A TITHING PARISH 

 
 

 Actual Revenue (May 13): $ 7,682 
 

 Required Revenue (May 13): $ 8,913 
 

 Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 164,282 
 

 Required Revenue (YTD): $ 178,260 
 

 Ascension of the Lord:  $ 910 
 Catholic Communications Campaign:  $ 1,410 
 
 

My sincere thanks for your generosity to 
our parish!  Together we bring Christ’s 
saving presence to our community and to 
our world. 
  Happy Pentecost, 

 
 Fr. Curran 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
 

 "There are different gifts, but the same Spirit; 
there are different ministries but the same Lord; 
there are different works but the same God who 
accomplishes all of them in everyone. To each 
person the manifestation of the Spirit is given for 
the common good."  (I Corinthians 12:4-7) 

 

 Paul reminds us we are uniquely made and 
called to share this uniqueness for the good of all. 
 
 
                                      MEMORIAL DAY 
                                         PARISH MASS 

The Parish Mass for 
Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 28, will be celebrated 
at 9:00 a.m. instead of  at 
7:30 a.m.  As we pray for 
all veterans, especially 
those who gave their lives 
for our country.  Let us 
also pray for peace in our 
world. 

 
 

 

Please pray for : 
 

Philomena Giansanti 

"If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
I have told you this while I am with you. The Advocate, 
the Holy Spirit that the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you everything and remind you of all that 
I told you." – John 14:15, 25-26 
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MINISTRY POT-LUCK WORKSHOP 
 On the afternoon of Friday, May 18, Bev Connors, Robin 
Duva, Roch Girard, Kevin Hadyka, Laurie Janecko, Mac 
McCarthy and Ashley Wisnieski set up the tables and chairs 
for the Ministry Pot-Luck Workshop which was held on 
Saturday, May 19 following the 4:30 Mass. 
 

 Prior to the Mass, participants of the workshop brought 
their food contributions to the school gymnasium where Ron 
Baldwin, Bev Connors, Kevin Hadyka, Kay McNamara and 
Denise Rioux took the proper care of the food (heat or cold). 
 

 Sylvia Dipietro and Barbara Wilmes were in charge of 
reviewing the ministry lists with all participants and 
gathering e-mail addresses from the ministry members to 
help in speeding future communications. 
 

 After the delicious pot-luck supper, and under the 
guidance of Toni Amberg and Laurie Janecko who served as 
the evening’s facilitators, each ministry held its meeting to 
discuss their hopes and dreams for their ministry and for our 
church.  The following people were chosen by the members 
of their ministry to report their thoughts: 
 

 Bereavement:  Toni Amberg 
 Building & Grounds:  Roch Girard 
 Counters:  Steve Kleva 
 Eucharistic Ministers:  Cathy Reynolds 
 Finance Council:  Marie Garabedian 
 Food Bank:  Ellie & Dick Domler 
 Knitting Ministry:  Toni Amberg 
 Lectors:  Bonnie Szalay 
 Liturgy Committee:  Toni Amberg 
 Music Ministry:  Eileen Gilles 
 Parish Council:  Roch Girard 
 Religious Education:  Kevin Hadyka & Sue Ward 
 School Board:  Alice Gosselin 
 Social Action:  Denise Rioux 
 Social Club:  Rose Yergeau 
 Teddy Bear Ministry:  Martha Shea 
 Prayer Tree:  Regina Schultz 
 Pro-Life Committee:  Stella Sadolfo 
 Small Christian Community:  Helen Little 
 

Although the following ministries were not reported on, they 
were acknowledged: 
 

 Altar Committee Rosary / Preston House Group 
 Altar Servers Stewardship Committee 
 Children’s Liturgy Ushers 
 Homebound Visitors Weekday Lectors / Servers 
 Office Volunteers 
 

(continued in the next column) 

(continued from previous column) 
 
 Following closing words by Deacon Bill, 
Roch Girard (Parish Council President) and 
Father Curran, those attended en masse helped 
fold and store chairs and tables.  Thanks to all – 
many hands made light work! 
 

– St. Christopher’s Parish Council 
 

 
Today is “Commitment 
Weekend”  at our parish for 
the 2007 Archbishop’s 
Annual Appeal.  If you have 
not yet made a gift or pledge, please pray about 
your decision and make a pledge or one-time 
gift.  Please be a generous as possible.  Thank 
you in advance for your support. 
 
 

BABY BOTTLE 
FUNDRAISER 

 The Birthright baby bottles can be 
returned next weekend, June 2 and 3.  A 
specially-marked basket will be 
available near the baptismal font.  
Thank you for any help you can give. 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 We thank the teachers of the 
Grade Two children of our parish, 
Lori Brunette and Diane Johnston, 
for preparing the children for their 

Sacraments of Reconciliation and First 
Communion.  We also thank those who 
supported the teachers:  Angela Brunette, 
Martha Gaudreau, Kevin Hadyka, Kathy Madej 
and Maria Sousa.  And we especially thank the 
parents for raising their children in the practice 
of our Catholic faith.  We share their joy and the 
joy of their children as they join others 
nourished at the table of Our Lord. 
 

CORRECTION 
 In the list of children who received their 
First Holy Communion last Sunday, May 20, at 
the 10:30 a.m. Liturgy, Justine Alicea’s name 
was misspelled.  We apologize to Justine for 
this error. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 

Pentecost – John 20:19-23 
 

Today’s great and joyful feast, rounds off the 
tremendous mysteries that we have been 
commemorating since Holy Week – the Passion, the 
Death, the Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus 
culminates in the sending of the Spirit of the Father 
and the Son on his disciples.  We are not dealing 
here merely with separate historical incidents but 
with one reality – the extraordinary intervention of 
God into our lives by what we can only call the 
“mystery”  of Christ.  And today’s feast indicates 
that it is an ongoing reality, which still touches our 
lives every single day. 

 
What we said, too, of the Ascension last week 

applies with equal force to the meaning of 
Pentecost.  In other words, we would be making a 
mistake to read the Scripture texts too literally, 
otherwise we will run into unnecessary conflicts.  
As with the Ascension, our traditional catechisms 
tends to identify Pentecost only with the version in 
the Acts (the First Reading of today’s Mass).  But in 
today’s Gospel, which takes place on Easter 
Sunday, Jesus, before his Ascension, gives his 
Spirit to his disciples and the mission which follows 
from that.  The two accounts are two different ways 
of describing the same reality.  Actual time and 
place are not important. 

 
In the Gospel, it is “ the first day of the week” , 

that is, the Sunday after Good Friday, the day of the 
Resurrection - or Easter Sunday.  Jesus’  disciples 
are cowering in fear behind locked doors.  As 
colleagues of Jesus they are afraid they may have to 
face arrest or even worse.  Suddenly, there is Jesus 
among them.  He gives them the usual Jewish 
greeting ‘Shalom’  but here it is filled with meaning.  
“Peace with you”  can be taken as a wish (‘Peace be 
with you’ ) or more truly (‘Peace is with you’ ).  In 
the presence of Jesus we experience a kind of peace 
which only he can give. 

 
It is no wonder that the disciples, who just now 

were terrified, are filled with joy.  There are two 
qualities that always accompany the presence of 
Jesus in our lives - peace and joy. 

 
(continued in the next column) 

 
(Gospel Insights – continued) 

 
Now comes the mission: “As the Father sent me, so 

am I sending you.”   The baton is being passed.  They 
have a job to do and it is exactly what Jesus himself came 
to do - to establish the Kingdom on earth. 

 
Jesus now breathes on them.  In Greek the word for 

‘breath’  and ‘spirit’  are the same.  The breathing recalls 
God breathing life into the dust and bringing the first 
human being into existence.  Here too there is a kind of 
creation, as the disciples are re-created into the ‘new 
person’  that Paul will speak about in his letters, a person 
filled with the Spirit of Jesus and mandated to continue 
his work. 

 
And how is that work expressed?  “For those whose 

sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for those whose sins 
you retain, they are retained.”   This is their job – to be 
agents of reconciliation – reconciliation of people 
everywhere with their God and reconciliation with each 
other as brothers and sisters, children of one common 
Father.  Reconciliation means the healing of wounds, of 
all forms of division.  This is the work of the Kingdom.  
It is what we are called to do. 

 
We use this text for the institution of the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation but the meaning of the words includes this 
but goes much further than just referring to a Sacrament. 

 
The Spirit makes us co-heirs with Christ to “suffer 

with him that we may also be glorified with him “ .  The 
suffering does not arise from restrictions on our freedom 
but because, in our total commitment to truth, love, 
genuine freedom and human dignity, we are prepared to 
pay any price, even, if necessary, the surrender of life 
itself.  We could not be truly happy otherwise. 

 
We radiate that Spirit and by our word and example 

invite others to share it.  The gifts of the Spirit are not for 
ourselves: they are to be shared.  After the coming of the 
Holy Spirit, as we have seen, the disciples did not stay in 
that room luxuriating in what they had been given.  They 
burst out to tell the world how much God loves everyone 
and how he wants everyone to experience that love.  How 
he wants people liberated from the destructive constraints 
of the flesh to an unlimited blossoming in the Spirit. 
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
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MERCY BEADS 
 The seventh grade Religion class from 
St. Christopher School has made Mercy Beads to sell 
as a fundraiser for their Matthew 25 project.  The 
students will be selling these Mercy Beads after all 
Masses this weekend in the church hall.  The 
suggested donation for each bracelet of Mercy Beads 
is $5.00.  All proceeds will go to benefit the “New 
Beginnings”  program of the East Hartford Interfaith 
Ministries.  This program helps families make the 
transition from shelter life to a stable home life.  The 
seventh grade students appreciate your support. 
 

 
 

 
 

We welcome into our Christian community through 
the holy of waters of baptism: 

 

Sebastian Alexander  Mardales 
son of Ricardo and Roxana Mardales 

 

Ryan Felipe Mar tins 
son of Felipe and Nicole Martins 

 

Gabr iel Romeo Ramos 
son of Clemente and Dorothy Ramos 

 
 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
 The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, 
June 4 at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall.  Our guests will 
be Richard Cipolla, a Hearing Instrument Specialist 
with over 15 years of experience in the hearing 
healthcare field, and Donna Hayward, a Patient Care 
Coordinator.  Refreshments will be served.  If you 
have any questions, you may call Social Club 
member, Mike Fortin at 568-5518. 
 
 

THE 2007 CATHOLIC 
RELIEF SERVICES COLLECTION 

 Next weekend, June 2 and 3, our parish will 
participate in the 2007 Catholic Relief Services 
Collection through our second collection.  This 
Appeal supports agencies that build the international 
social ministry of the Catholic Church.  Please see the 
insert in this Bulletin for further information. 
 We are grateful for your support of this Appeal in 
the past, and ask for your continued support and 
prayers as we help our less fortunate brothers and 
sisters. 

St. Chr istopher  School Presents Their  
17th Annual Golf Tournament 

Saturday ~ June 2, 2007 
12:00 noon:  Lunch 

1:00 p.m.:  Shotgun Star t 
 Calling all golfers…June 2 is the date for the St. 
Christopher School’s 17th Annual Golf Tournament 
being held at the East Hartford Golf Course.  It’ s a 
great day to get out with some friends, hit a round of 
balls, and cap the night off with a great dinner.  History 
tells us this is a great event and not one to be missed. 
 Teams interested in participating should contact 
Ron Cote at 922-8173 or call St. Christopher School at 
568-4100.  The cost for this great day is $100 per 
person.  The round of golf, cart, beverages, lunch and 
dinner are all included in this price. 
 In the past, proceeds from this event have helped to 
purchase textbooks, library materials, and new 
computers, as well as provide tuition assistance to 
deserving families. 
 
 

 

HABITS FOR HANDING ON FAITH 
The following is the fifth of seven habits that can help 
both parents and children learn the delicate and 
awesome art of Christian love and living.  If you missed 
any of the previous habits we discussed, you may view 
them on our website at www.stchris-eh.org and select 
Bulletins. 

Habit #5 
 

Use sacramental signs 
to teach your  children who God is. 

 

�  When you’ re giving baths, washing dirty hands and 
feet, splashing in the pool or witnessing a baptism, 
talk about how God is like water. 

 

�  When you anoint cuts, scrapes, chapped lips and 
runny noses, talk about how God is like holy 
ointment. 

 

�  When you bake bread or prepare and share festive 
meals together, talk about how God is like food, 
good parties and loving sacrifice. 

 

�  When you forgive them, soothe their troubles and 
wipe away their tears, tell them how God is like a 
strong and sure embrace and a steady hand. 

 

�  When you encourage your children and promise 
steadfast love and boundless commitment, talk 
about how God is healing word and endless 
promise. 

 


