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Then he led them out as far as Bethany, raised his hands,
and blessed them. As he blessed them he parted from
them and was taken up to heaven. They did him
homage and then returned to Jerusalem with great joy.

— Luke 24:50-52

Saturday, May 19, 4:30 p.m.
Stan Traynor (Wife & Family)

Sunday, May 20, 8:00 a.m.
Charles Bernard — 2" Anniversary (Wife & Family)

Sunday, May 20, 10:30 a.m.
For the
First Communion Class

Monday, May 21, 7:30 a.m.
Louis Sciarra, Jr. — In Memory of His Birthday
(Wife & Family)

Tuesday, May 22, 7:30 a.m.
Serafina Melle (Grandson John Armstrong)

Wednesday, May 23, 7:30 a.m.
Patrick, Aline and Don Cyr
(Lucien & Joan Lavertu)

Thursday, May 24, 9:00 a.m.
Paul Franklin (Wife Claire)

Friday, May 25, 7:30 am.
Katherine Stevens (Daughter Vanessa Stevens)

Saturday, May 26, 4:30 p.m.
Nicholas Donofrio (Family)

Sunday, May 27, 8:00 a.m.
Y vette Ruest (The Guerin Family)

Sunday, May 27, 10:30 a.m.
Mark Tardiff (Family)

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (May 13):
Required Revenue (May 13):

$ 10,196
$ 8913

$ 156,600
$ 169,347

Actua Revenue (YTD):
Required Revenue (YTD):

Every one of usis unique in the Lord’s eyes.
We all can contribute our gifts for the good
of al!

Thanks,

Fr. Curran

P.S. Parishioner Phil Gosselin and | attended
the Archdiocesan Stewardship Fair on
Monday in Southington. The fair was a
reminder of the many and varied ways we
can share our gifts with one another.

PENTECOST
Happy Birthday to the Church!

Please wear Red for our celebration

of Pentecost next Sunday and at our

Saturday Vigil which fulfills and

concludes the Easter Season.

Pentecost celebrates the coming of
the Spirit of God who weaves together our diversity
as the People of God into one.

Our 10:30 am. Mass next Sunday will include
readings in different languages representing the
diversity found within the unity of our Catholic faith.
There will aso be a special birthday cake for all to
enjoy after Massin the church wing. Come!

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
CHILDREN'SLITURGY

Calling all Children
to a Special Liturgy as
we Celebrate the
Church’sBirthday

on Pentecost Sunday!!

A Children’s Liturgy will be celebrated at the 10:30
am. Mass next Sunday, May 27. Everyoneis asked
to wear something Red to this liturgy and to enjoy a
special birthday cake in the church wing after Mass.
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Please pray for:

William DuFour, Sr.

How the Good News
Gets Around!

The second collection this weekend will be for the
Catholic Communication Campaign. Your generosity
helps provide for Catholic programs of faith, inspiring
radio programs, children’s videos and movie reviews.

The Good News is just a few clicks away. Visit
the Catholic Communication Campaign website at
www.uscch.org/ccc to download streaming video of
current programming and events, weekly movie and
TV reviews, and more.

OPERATION
RICE BOWL

50 Ibs of coins donated!!

We are pleased to report that a total
of $911.14 was donated to support
Operation Rice Bowl. 25% of this
donation will remain in our diocese to fund local
poverty and hunger alleviation projects. 75% will be
used by Catholic Relief Services to help fund
development projects designed to increase food
security in communities around the world. We thank
those who participated in the Operation Rice Bowl
program during Lent. Your participation has made a
difference in the lives of our brothers and sisters
overseas and in the United States. Through your
giving you have put your faith into action and joined
in solidarity with the poor throughout the world.

We welcome into our Christian community through
the holy of waters of baptism:

William John Nafis
son of John and Nancy Nafis

ADULT
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

The St. Christopher Vacation Bible Camp is seeking
adult volunteers to help with this year’s camp
program, Avalanche Ranch, where children will take
a wild ride through God’'s Word. The camp will be
held the week of June 25 — 29 from 7:30 am. — 12:30
p.m. If you would like to help, would like more
information about the camp, or would like to register
your children, please contact Steve DiMotta, camp
director, at 558-3413 or 643-2403 ext. 15. Steve will
also be available after every Mass this weekend if you
would like to speak with him.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The Adult Socia Club will meet on Monday,
June 4 at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. Our guests will
be Richard Cipolla, a Hearing Instrument Specialist
with over 15 years of experience in the hearing
healthcare field, and Donna Hayward, a Patient Care
Coordinator. Mr. Cipolla and Ms. Hayward are with
Beltone, the oldest and most trusted name in the
hearing industry, and they’ll bring to us their
Community Outreach Hearing Awareness Program.
This program is an informal hearing care seminar
presentation with a question and answer session.
Anyone attending the session, if interested, may have
a FREE HEARING CANAL INSPECTION. With
the help of a computer, they will be able to see inside
the ear canal to see if there is wax build up that may
be causing some hearing loss. Everyone who attends
will also be offered a thorough FREE HEARING
TEST at their Manchester Office by appointment. |f
you have any questions, you may call Social Club
member, Mike Fortin at 568-5518.

Next weekend we will have

“Commitment Weekend” for the

2007 Archbishop’s Annua Appeal.

If you have not yet made a gift or

pledge, please pray about your

decision and consider making a
pledge or onetime gift during “Commitment
Weekend.”
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
The Ascension of the Lord
Luke 24:46-53

There is an apparent contradiction if we look
carefully at the Gospel and the First Reading of the
Mass of Ascension this past Thursday. The
contradiction is all the more surprising in that both
readings are traditionally believed to have come from
the same hand — the evangelist Luke.

The Gospel passage describes the appearance of the
Risen Jesus to his disciples in the upper room. As
described by Luke, this took place just after two other
disciples had returned from their encounter with Jesus
on the road to Emmaus. It is the Sunday after Jesus
death, Easter Sunday. Apparently on the same day,
Jesus brought his disciples out to Bethany (just outside
Jerusalem). There “he withdrew from them and was
carried up to heaven.” Ascension on Easter Sunday?

On the other hand, in the Acts of the Apostles, also
a work of Luke's, we are told that Jesus “had shown
himself alive to them after his Passion ... [F]or 40 days
he had continued to appear to them and tell them about
the kingdom of God.” It was at the end of this period -
almost six weeks after Easter! - that “he was lifted up
while they looked on, and a cloud took him from their
sight.” Which of the two accounts are we to believe is
correct?

It is even possible to push the mystery of the
Ascension back to Good Friday. Jesus says in John's
gospel, “When | am lifted up, | will draw all things to
myself.” The word “lifted up” can apply to Jesus being
lifted up on the cross but also to being raised to new life
and being lifted up to the glory of the Father. Thereis
also the striking remark made by Jesus to the “good
thief” on the cross. “This day you will be with me in
Paradise.”

There is, of course, no need for us to get upset at
these discrepancies. What they do tell us is that we
have to be very careful in reading and interpreting the
post-Resurrection stories of the New Testament. Any
literal or fundamentalist reading (which our older
catechisms tended to give us) needs to be avoided.
What is important is not what is being said but the
deeper meaning of what is being said.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

And that applies to the concept of the Ascension
itself. The Ascension of Jesus does not mean that
he literaly began to float up into space. To
understand it in such a way leads to unanswerable
and ridiculous questions: How far did he go? How
long did it take him to get to heaven? Where is
heaven? Isit above Jerusalem? And so on...

The Paschal Mystery of Jesus passion, death,
resurrection, ascension and the sending of the Holy
Spirit forms one unbroken reality which is to be
understood by faith. If Good Friday says Jesus
truly died, Easter Sunday says that heisalive. And
the Ascension adds that the Risen Living Jesus is
together with his Father in glory. The “how” and
the “when” of these things are unimportant. The
important things are the “what” (Christ has died,
Christ is risen, Christ will come again) and the
“why” (God loves us so much that he gave us his
only son that we may have eternal life.).

In the reading from the Acts of the Apostles, as
Jesus spoke, he was covered by a cloud (the sign of
God's presence) and taken from their sight. He's
gone - or ishe? They all just stood there, says Acts,
gaping upwards to the empty sky. Then two
“messengers’ appear: “Men of Gadlilee, what are
you doing looking skywards? This Jesus, who has
been taken from you to God, will return in the same
way you saw him go.”

They will not now find Jesus in the sky, in
“heaven”. They are, as the hymn advises, to “lower
their eyes’. They have to go back to Jerusalem.
Jesus is to be found and made present by them and
in them.

They — and we — in word and deed are to tell
and re-tell the story of Jesus' life, suffering, death
and resurrection. They — and we — are to call
people to a radical conversion, to forgiveness of
their sin through an intimate reconciliation with
God, with their brothers and sisters and with the
world in which they live and are a part.

— The Liturgy Committee
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HUGE TAG SALE

The Sacred Heart Parish Youth Group will hold
its annual tag sale on Saturday, May 26 and Sunday,
May 27 from 10:00 am. — 3:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart
Church, 49 Winthrop Street, Hartford. (Exit 32B off
[-91 or Exit 49 off 1-84) Please take the time to stop
by to help the Hispanic Catholic youth of Hartford's
North End build and support their parish.

HABITSFOR HANDING ON FAITH
The following is the fourth of seven habits that
can help both parents and children learn the delicate
and awesome art of Christian love and living. If you
missed any of the previous habits we discussed, you
may view them on our website at www.stchris-eh.org
and select Bulletins.

Habit #4
Celebrate the church year.

Find ways to keep &l the church’s seasons:
Advent and Christmas, Lent and Easter, winter
Ordinary Time and Summer Ordinary Time. Learn
the liturgical colors and enhance your home with
them so that home and church connect. Family tables
seem an especially good place for this. Make and
pray with an Advent wreath. Fast, pray and help
those in need during Lent. Plant aresurrection garden
at Easter time. Research saints (maybe those linked
with your family’s ethnicity) and mark their feasts
with special foods, decorations or activities.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar

The sacramental vocation of family life is revealed
today when Jesus prayed "may they be one ... so that
the world believes” A family® effort to forgive,
accept and love one another, not only leads to family
unity but also gives a glimpse of God® accepting and
forgiving love so that others might believe.

In Memory of Scott Cattanach
St. Christopher Church Hall
Friday ~ June 22
1:45-6:30 p.m.
call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE to make app’t

. BABY BOTTLE
?i\ FUNDRAISER
= The baby bottles that were distributed after
- al Masses last weekend by Birthright volunteers
.. can be returned filled with coins, cash or check
the weekend of June 2 and 3. A specidly-
marked basket will be available near the baptismal font.
If you use the insert inside the bottle to make a
donation in honor of or in memory of a loved one,
Birthright will send an acknowledgement card of your
gift of life. This is an opportunity for our church
families to have hands-on involvement in a project that
saves the lives of unborn children and makes a lasting
difference in the mothers' lives. Thank you for any
help you can give.

St. Christopher School Presents Their
17" Annual Golf Tournament
Saturday ~ June 2, 2007
12:00 noon: Lunch
1:00 p.m.: Shotgun Start

Cdling al golfers...June 2 is the date for the St.
Christopher School’s 17" Annual Golf Tournament
being held at the East Hartford Golf Course. It's a
great day to get out with some friends, hit a round of
balls, and cap the night off with a great dinner. History
tellsusthisisagreat event and not one to be missed.

Teams interested in participating should contact
Ron Cote at 922-8173 or cal St. Christopher School at
568-4100. The cost for this great day is $100 per
person. The round of golf, cart, beverages, lunch and
dinner are al included in this price. What more can
you ask for? Oh yes, the prizes! There will also be
opportunities to win some terrific prizes during the
raffle with contests like Closest to the Pin, Longest
Drive, and several Team Awards.

There are still opportunities for company and
individual sponsorships. Any company or individual
interested in being a sponsor may also call the numbers
listed above. Sponsorships will be reflected on
attractive signs that are prominently displayed on the
course. Each sign will recognize the level of
participation and sponsors will receive speciad
recognition in the tournament handbook and dinner. In
the past, proceeds from this event have helped to
purchase textbooks, library materials, and new
computers, as well as provide tuition assistance to
deserving families.



