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"Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to you. Not as
the world gives do | giveit to you. Do not let your hearts
be troubled or afraid. You heard me tell you, ®am going
away and | will come back to you.©If you loved me, you
would rejoice that | am going to the Father; for the Father
isgreater than |." - John 14:27-28

Saturday, May 12, 4:30 p.m.
Henry Therrien (Family)

Sunday, May 13, 8:00 a.m.
Gerry Martin (Wife Jan & Family)

Sunday, May 13, 10:30 a.m.
Rita Meyer (Daughter Carol)

Monday, May 14, 7:30 a.m.
Joseph Bernard Burns— 16™ Anniversary
(Carolyn & Joe Kronen)

Tuesday, May 15, 7:30 a.m.
Rosa Russo (Josephine Conforto)

Wednesday, May 16, 7:30 a.m.
Donald F. & Katherine V. Stevens
(Vanessa Stevens & John Armstrong)

Thursday, May 17, 9:00 a.m.
Margaret Rossini (Jean Walker)

Friday, May 18, 7:30 a.m.
John & Louise Olinatz (Children)

Saturday, May 19, 4:30 p.m.
Stan Traynor (Wife & Family)

Sunday, May 20, 8:00 a.m.
Charles Bernard — 2™ Anniversary (Wife & Family)

Sunday, May 20, 10:30 a.m.
For the
First Communion Class

A TITHING PARISH
Actua Revenue (May 6): $7,513
Required Revenue (May 6):  $8,913

Actua Revenue (YTD):
Required Revenue (YTD):

$ 146,404
$ 160,434

My sincere thanks for all you do to make our
parish a place where Christ is encountered and
where his joy and life are shared with and for
others!

with Gratitude,

—Fr. Curran

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

"It isthe decision of the Holy Spirit, and of us,
not to place on you any burden beyond that
which is strictly necessary.” (Acts 15:28)

Christian stewardship is not a call to burdensome
giving, but to joyful giving.

Please pray for:

Ashley Gilbert

THE ASCENSION
OF THELORD

Thursday, May 17
The Feast of the Lord's Ascension is Thursday,

May 17, a holy day of obligation. Masses will be
celebrated at 7:30 am., 9:00 am. and 5:30 p.m.

v yw%.‘@,‘ X "4
Mother’s Day
Fr. Curran, Deacon Bill
and the entire parish staff wish

all the mothers of the parish avery
Happy Mother’s Day!
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How the Good
News Gets
Around!

The second collection next weekend, May 19 and
20, will be for the Catholic Communication
Campaign. Your generosity helps provide for
Catholic programs of faith, inspiring radio
programs, children’ s videos and movie reviews.
The Good News is just a few clicks away.
Visit the Catholic Communication Campaign
website at  www.uscch.org/ccc to  download
streaming video of current programming and
events, weekly movie and TV reviews, and more.

A -

;7_\ BABY BOTTLE
FUNDRAISER

b Today, we have the opportunity to
'___ support Birthright's service to pregnant

women in crisis. Birthright volunteers
will distribute baby bottles after all Masses this
weekend. Please take one per family. Families
can take them home, fill them with coins, cash or
a check and return them to the specially marked
baskets that will be available in the church the
weekend of June 2 and 3. Aninsert in the bottle
tells about Birthright and allows you to make a
donation in honor or in memory of a loved one.
Thisis agreat opportunity for our church families
to have hands-on involvement in a project that
saves the lives of unborn children and makes a
lasting difference in the mothers lives. Thank
you for any help you can give.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
This weekend Maurice and Y vette
Dionne are celebrating their 50™
Wedding Anniversary. We offer
them all our congratul ations and best
wishes, and our promise of prayers
for their good health and happiness.

FIRST COMMUNION

A group of children from St. Christopher’s Religious
Education program and St. Christopher School will
receive First Holy Communion at the

10:30 am. Liturgy next Sunday,

May 20. Please keep these children

and their parents and family

members in your prayers.

FIRST COMMUNION REHEARSAL
There is a First Communion rehearsal being held
this Wednesday, May 16 at 5:30 p.m. in the Church.
Reminder: Please bring your banners to this
rehearsal.

St. Christopher School Presents Their
17" Annual Golf Tournament
Saturday ~ June 2, 2007

Calling al golfers...June 2 is the date for the St.
Christopher School’s 17" Annual Golf Tournament
being held at the East Hartford Golf Course. It's a
great day to get out with some friends, hit a round of
balls, and cap the night off with a great dinner.
History tells us this is a great event and not one to be
missed.

Teams interested in participating should contact
Ron Cote at 922-8173 or call St. Christopher School
at 568-4100. The cost for this great day is $100 per
person. The round of golf, cart, beverages, lunch and
dinner are al included in this price. What more can
you ask for? Oh yes, the prizes! There will also be
opportunities to win some terrific prizes during the
raffle with contests like Closest to the Pin, Longest
Drive, and several Team Awards.

There are till opportunities for company and
individual sponsorships. Any company or individual
interested in being a sponsor may aso call the
numbers listed above. Sponsorships will be reflected
on attractive signs that are prominently displayed on
the course. Each sign will recognize the level of
participation and sponsors will receive specia
recognition in the tournament handbook and dinner.
In the past, proceeds from this event have helped to
purchase textbooks, library materials, and new
computers, as well as provide tuition assistance to
deserving families.




SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER —MAY 13, 2007

PAGE 3

GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Sixth Sunday of Easter — John 14:23-29

“If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and
my Father will love him, and we shall come to him
and make our home with him.” The proof of our
“love” for Jesus is that we keep his “word” and in
turn we will experience the “love’ of the Father, and
the Father and Jesus will make their home in us. If
we only had those words from Jesus and nothing el se,
they would be enough to guide us through life and
point usin the right direction.

Love, as has been said, is not a feeling — it is a
verb. “There is no love in our marriage any more”,
“There is no love in our family... our office... our
group.” What is really being said is that there are no
feelings of “love” for the simple reason that there is
no love going on. There can be no love (feeling)
without loving (doing). As Eliza Doolittle tells
Professor Higgins in My Fair Lady, “Don’t talk about
love - show me!” And anyone can start the process.
We don’t wait for someone else to begin.

For Jesus, love, by which he means loving, is
achieved by “keeping his word”. The “word” of
Jesus must not be limited to what we were taught as
“commandments’ or “doctrines” or moral behavior,
although it obviously includes these. The “word” of
Jesus embraces everything we know about him
through the Scripture — his words, his actions, his
relationships with people of all kinds, the guiding
principles of his life, his values and attitudes and,
above al, his blueprint for the setting up of the
Kingdom.

Jesus is the “Word” of God not only because of
what comes from his lips but from the whole impact
of his life from his birth in an animals shelter at
Bethlehem to the appalling last moments of agony
and humiliation on the Cross. To “keep Jesus
words’ isto embrace al of that, to identify with it and
make it real in the particular context of my own life.
We may say, too, that the “word” of Jesus aso comes
to us from all our interactions and experiences within
the Christian community where Jesus still speaks to
us. It comes to us through the whole of creation of
which Jesus is the Head and with which he identifies
through his Creator Father.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)

It is through this community, with all its faults
(and they are many), that the Spirit continues to speak
asit did in the days of the first disciples. That Spirit
of the Father and Jesus speaks not only through pope,
bishops and priests but can and does speak through
each and every one of the members of Christ’s Body
—old or young, educated or illiterate, men or woman,
friends or enemies.

In the Church today, there are people, like those
in our Gospel today, who want to turn the clock back
and resurrect old customs and impose them on others.
These people tend to make the Church an end in
itself. The Church is primarily a vehicle, a means by
which the experience of God®love is extended to the
whole world. And, if the Church is to be true to the
Spirit, it must remain open to the world for it is the
world which, in the words of one theologian, "writes
the agenda for the Church”.

It was precisely because they listened to the
situation of the new non-Jewish converts, that the
Church redlized where the Spirit was leading it.
When the Church becomes an enclosed, elitist society
sitting in unbending judgment on the rest of the world
itisno longer the Church that Jesus founded.

Collectively and individually, we need to become
aware of the wonderful ways that the Lord can come
into our lives. If we give a little time to God each
day, if we can remain completely still for even a short
while, we can experience an overpowering desire to
share in the loving that is reaching out to us from
God. And then start reaching out ourselves. God
wants to share with us more and more of what he has
and is. The problem is that most of us hardly give
him a chance. Loving is not only a verb; it is a two-
way street.

— The Liturgy Committee

In Memory of Scott Cattanach
St. Christopher Church Hall
Friday ~ June 22
1:00 — 6:45 p.m.
call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE to make app’'t
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2007 ARCHBISHOP'S
PARISH MINISTRY ANNUAL APPEAL UPDATE
POT-LUCK SUPPER Asof April 23, 2007
The Parish Council will host a Pot-Luck Supper

on Saturday, May 19 at 5:30 p.m. for al the Parish Goal: $52,600

individuals who are involved with parish ministries Parish Pledge Total: $33,897

here at St. Christopher Church. Average Gift/Pledge: $149.99

Your contribution to the supper may be dropped
off at the school gym at 4:15 p.m. Ovens and
refrigeration will be available.

The schedule for the evening will be supper at
5:45 p.m., ministry discussions at 6:30 p.m., large
group sharing at 7:15 p.m. The adult evening of
ministry discussion will conclude at 8:30 p.m.

Reminder: If you have not yet responded to
our invitation, it’s not too late to do so. Please let
us know by Wednesday, May 16 whether or not you
are able to join us by calling Bonnie at the Parish
Office at 568-5240 or by sending an e-mail to
stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net. Thank you.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar

"I am going away and | will come back."
Goodbyes are some of the most painful family
moments.  After each family separation we are
eventually reunited. These goodbyes prepare us for
our death and resurrection and are the basis for our
hope of future reunion.

ADULT
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

The St. Christopher Vacation Bible Camp is seeking
4 adult volunteers to help with this year’'s camp
program, Avalanche Ranch, where children will take
a wild ride through God's Word. The camp will be
held the week of June 25 — 29 from 7:30 am. — 12:30
p.m. If you would like to help, would like more
information about the camp, or would like to register
your children, please contact Steve DiMotta, camp
director, at 558-3413 or 643-2403 ext. 15. Steve will
also be available after every Mass next weekend, May
19 and 20, if you would like to speak with him.

Families Participating: 226
Percentage of Families Participating: 22.8%
Percentage of Goal Achieved: 64.4%

If you have already made your gift to this year’s Appeal
— thank you! If you haven't yet done so, your help is
still very much needed. Please prayerfully consider
making a pledge or one-time gift. Appea packets are
available at the entrances to the church.

CHILDREN'SLITURGY
The next Children’s Liturgy will be
celebrated at the 10:30 am. Mass on
Sunday, May 27. Refreshments will
follow in the Church Hall.

HABITSFOR HANDING ON FAITH
The following is the third of seven habits that can
help both parents and children learn the delicate and
awesome art of Christian love and living. 1f you missed
any of the previous habits we discussed, you may view
them on our website at www.stchris-eh.org and select
Bulletins.

Habit #3

Tell the stories of Sunday Mass over and over.

The whole of the liturgy is storytelling, not just the
readings. The great Eucharistic prayer tells a story, as
do the hymns and prayers and al our actions:
gathering, processing, standing, sSitting, blessing,
kneeling. Children love and learn by stories. Help
them understand the stories of Sunday Mass.

(1) Vicky Couture & Guy Lachance




