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"l give you a new A TITHING PARISH
commandment: love
one another. As | Actual Revenue (April 29):  $8,097

have loved you, so
you also should love
one another. Thisis
how all will know
that you are my
disciples, if you have
love for one
another."

—John 13:34-35

May 6, 2007
Fifth Sunday of Easter

Saturday, May 5, 4:30 p.m.
Stan Traynor (Wife & Family)

Sunday, May 6, 8:00 a.m.
Y vette Ruest (The Guerin Family)

Sunday, May 6, 10:30 a.m.
For the
First Communion Class

Monday, May 7, 7:30 a.m.
Dominique Tomenello (Antonietta Torretta)

Tuesday, May 8, 7:30 a.m.
Susan Viglione (Jean Walker)

Wednesday, May 9, 7:30 a.m.
Paul Franklin (Wife Claire)

Thursday, May 10, 7:30 a.m.
Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family)

Friday, May 11, 7:30 am.
Dennis Daigle — 5™ Anniversary
(Mom, Dad & Family)

Saturday, May 12, 4:30 p.m.
Henry Therrien (Family)

Sunday, May 13, 8:00 a.m.
Gerry Martin (Wife Jan & Family)

Sunday, May 13, 10:30 a.m.
RitaMeyer (Daughter Carol)

Required Revenue (April 29): $8,913

Actual Revenue (YTD):  $138,891
Required Revenue (YTD): $ 151,521

Y our generosity to our parish is appreciated.
Many thanks for all you do to help our parish!

with Gratitude,

—Fr. Curran

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

"Thisis how all will know you for my disciples:
your love for one another.” (John 13:35)

A Christian steward is a person who shares God's
giftsin justice and love with others.

Please pray for:

Dale Corbin
Edward Pecor

(I Vicky Couture & Guy Lachance
(1) Heather Scamuzzi & Mike Giudice

We welcome into our Christian community through
the holy of waters of baptism:

Charles Raymond Carey-L ang
son of Aaron and Johanna Carey-Lang

Delina Jean Chavez
Angela Jean Chavez
daughters of Gustavo and Donna Chavez
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PARISH MINISTRY
POT-LUCK SUPPER

**New | nfor mation**

The Parish Council will host a Pot-Luck
Supper on Saturday, May 19 at 5:30 p.m. for all
the individuals who are involved with parish
ministries here at St. Christopher Church.

Your contribution to the supper may be
dropped off at the school gym at 4:15 p.m. Ovens
and refrigeration will be available.

The schedule for the evening will be supper at
5:45 p.m., ministry discussions at 6:30 p.m., large
group sharing at 7:15 p.m. The adult evening of
ministry discussion will conclude at 8:30 p.m.

The invitations have been sent out. If you
believe you should have received one and did not,
please call Bonnie at the Parish Office at
568-5240. Reminder: Please let us know by
Monday, May 7, whether you are or are not able
to join us by sending an emal to
stchris-eh@sbcalobal .net.

ADULT
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

The St. Christopher Vacation
Bible Camp is seeking 5 adult
volunteers to help with this year’s camp program,
Avalanche Ranch, where children will take awild
ride through God's Word. The camp will be held
the week of June 25 — 29 from 7:30 am. — 12:30
p.m. If you would like to help, would like more
information about the camp, or would like to
register your children, please contact Steve
DiMotta, camp director, at 558-3413 or 643-2403
ext. 15. Steve will aso be available after every
Mass the weekend of May 19 and 20 if you would
like to speak with him.

ST. CHRISTOPHER
ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The Adult Socia Club will meet this Monday,
May 7 at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. Our guest will
be the Impossible Gospel Quartet who will sing
favorite hymns and gospel songs. Refreshments will
be served. If you have any questions, please call
Rose Y ergeau at 568-4029.

Reminder: In an effort to ease the congestion in
the parking lot at the time that school parents are
picking up their children, Social Club members, who
do not require use of the handicap spaces, are asked
to park in the area at the back of the church. Thank
you for your cooperation.

TROOP 57
TAG SALE, BAKE SALE AND
BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE!

Troop 57 of East Hartford is holding a Tag Sale
and Bake Sale, as well as a Bottle and Can Drive on
Saturday, May 12, from 8:00 am. — 4:00 p.m. at the
New Covenant United Methodist Church, 16 Church
Street, East Hartford.

The proceeds from these fundraisers will be used
to help defray the costs for the Troop to campout in
and visit the historic sites of Washington, D.C. This
will be awonderful experience for these boys!

The Tag Sale will feature tools, books, kitchen
items, household goods and much more! If you
would like to help with the Bottle and Can Drive, you
may drop off your returnable bottles and cans at the
New Covenant United Methodist Church on May 12,
or you may call the following people to schedule a
pick up: North side of town, call Hank Skowroneck
at 528-6840, John Masse at 528-1875 or Wayne
Thorpe at 280-8457. South side of town, call Lisa
Evans at 568-8944, Tracy Martinez at 568-0464 or
Phil Gosselin at 568-5001.

Thank you for your support and generosity!

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar
"As | have loved you, so you should also love one
another.” Jesus calls usto be "life-givers' as He gave
his life for us. Life for another begins with us. Asa
life-giver we show our love for one another by
sacrificing our opinions, our way and our pleasures.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Fifth Sunday of Easter - John 13:31-33a, 34-35

Easter is the time when we both remember
and celebrate the new life which has come to us
through our Risen Lord. What do we mean by
this “new life’? Can we say that we have
experienced this “new life” this Easter or, for
that matter, in any previous Easter? Are we
aware of becoming changed in any way — for
the better — over the years? Or has the Easter
experience ssimply passed us by?

In the Gospel Jesus speaks of the foundation
and heart of his teaching and message. These
are his parting words to his disciples before he
goes to his passion and death. What is this
message? |Isit to be faithful in keeping the Ten
Commandments and leading a moral life? Not
exactly. Does he warn us to be sure to be in
church every Sunday and to go to confession
regularly? Not really. Does hetell usto use al
our energies in loving God?  Surprisingly,
perhaps, no!

What he does tell usisto love other people —
and to love them as he has loved us. This, he
says, is a “new” commandment. The Hebrew
(Old) Testament told us to love God with our
whole heart and soul and so on; and to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Jesus has added a new
element in telling us that the true test of
discipleship is to love other people in the same
way that he has loved us. And we might
remember that these words lead the way to the
“greatest possible love” that a person can show,
that is, by letting go of one's very life for
others. This Jesus will very dramatically
portray in the terrible suffering and degradation
which he will submit to out of love for us, out
of lovefor ME.

To incorporate that level of love in my life
will surely call for a new way of thinking, of

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)

seeing, of behaving and of interacting with
other people. And it will be the test, the only
valid of whether we truly love God as well. Is
this really the way, is this the frame of mind in
which we — who dare to cal ourselves
Christians— live our normal days?

For it is clear that the disciple of Christ is
not primarily an individual person but an inter-
person. | am defined as a disciple not by how |
individually behave, by my personal moral life,
but by how | inter-act with other people. The
solitary Christian is a contradiction in terms
because the Christian is only to be measured by
the way he/she loves and that love, by
definition, involves other people. | am my
relationships.

On the other hand, in terms of deep caring
for the good of another, | can certainly “love”
Hitler, Stalin, the murdering rapist or any other
person who causes me difficulties, who |
believe has hurt me or failed me or who simply
behaves in a way which | cannot accept as
good. Thisiswhat makes it possible for me to
“love” my “enemies’ and to pray for them and
to wish God's blessings on them so that they
may change their ways (not to suit me but for
their own wellbeing).

It is why the true Christian disciple does not
in fact have enemies. This is what Jesus is
doing in praying for forgiveness for those who
were nailing him to the cross. He loves them
not as close friends obviously, but as people
who truly needed enlightenment about what
they were doing not just to him but to
themselves. Jesus cared, he had a degp sense of
agape even at that terrible moment.

— The Liturgy Committee
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BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER

Members of St. Christopher’s Pro-Life
i Committee will distribute baby bottles (one
. per family) after Masses next weekend,
“““  Mother's Day Weekend, as pat of a
fundraiser for Birthright. We ask that you take the
bottle home, fill it with coins, cash or a check and
return it to a Birthright volunteer stationed after Masses
the weekend of June 3. Asyou will see from the insert
inside the bottle, you may make a donation in honor or
in memory of a loved one. Birthright will send an
acknowledgement card of your gift of life. Thisis an
opportunity for our church families to have hands-on
involvement in a project that saves the lives of unborn
children and makes a lasting difference in the mothers
lives. Birthright thanksyou for any help you can give.

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES ASSOC.

Choosing a family cemetery lot is inevitable.
Instead of leaving this decision to a loved one, a friend
or perhaps even a stranger, why not make this a family
decision now?

The Catholic Cemeteries Association of the
Archdiocese of Hartford, for a limited time, affords all
Catholic families the opportunity to purchase pre-need
graves with upright monument rights and shrine graves
with interest-free installment payments up to 4 years at
St. Mary Cemetery in East Hartford, Holy Cross
Cemetery in Glastonbury and St. James and St. Bridget
Cemeteries in Manchester. Mausoleum entombment
space is also available at St. Mary Cemetery, East
Hartford.

This offer will conclude on May 15, 2007. Please
call the office at St. James Cemetery at 646-3772 for
more information or to schedule an appointment.

The Archbishop’s Annua Appea
changeslivesin our parishes!

The Appea supports many Parish

Ministries and provides Parish

Grants and Subsidies to parishes in

financial need. If you have not yet made your gift or
pledge, please pray about your decision and consider
making a pledge or one-time gift.

HABITSFOR HANDING ON
FAITH

The following is the second of seven
habits we will present over the next
several weeks that can help both parents
and children learn the delicate and
awesome art of Christian love and living.
If you missed the first habit we discussed,
you may view it on our website at
www.stchris-eh.org and select Bulletins.

Habit #2
Teach your children to talk with God.

Teach them that God is near and
loving, always hearing our heart’s desires
and sticking with us no matter what. God
isjust like Mom and Dad is that way. And
like them, God cannot fix every problem
in just the way we think it should be fixed.
But God will listen to what we say and
ease our troubles. Teach them that God is
within and always listening, no matter
what we' ve done or what we need.

Saint Christopher School Presents
MOTHERS NIGHT OUT

St. Christopher School is pleased to
announce its first Mothers Night Out on
Friday, May 11 starting at 7:00 P.M. in
the school gymnasium. Come and relax
with your friends, enjoy some shopping
(e.g., PartyLite candles and handmade
jewelry) and watch a fashion show. There
will be hors d oeuvres and refreshments
served.

Tickets are $10 each and are available
by calling the school at 568-4100. Moms,
don’t miss this fun night out. Remember
to arrive early, the fashion show starts at
7PM. Call and get your ticket now. We
hope to see you there!




