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SAINT CHRISTOPHER CHURCH

538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
Tel: (860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673
E-mail: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net
Website: www.stchris-eh.org

April 29, 2007
Holy Season of Easter

What makes this Easter season holy? Perhaps better
said, who makes this season holy? It is the Lord who
has made this season holy by “destroying our death,
and restoring our life” We can respond in
thanksgiving to what the Lord has done for us by his
death and Resurrection by sharing our gifts and talents
with one another. In this way we too can make this
season holy. Do not be afraid!

in the joy of the Resurrection,

Fr. Curran

PRIEST
Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor

DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR
William Gilles — 633-8997

PARISH TRUSTEES
Kay McNamara
Stephen Kleva

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT
Francis Vignati — 569-4677

FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN
Michael Munley — 683-8594

PARISH SECRETARY
Bonnie Szalay — 568-5240

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Kathleen Madej — 568-4100

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Karen Santacross — 568-4975

SCHOOL SECRETARY
Audrey Bjorkman — 568-4100

SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT
Llewellyn Priest — 569-0087

HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. CO-PRESIDENTS
Cynnamon Hebert — 568-7501
Lynne Cote — 461-2683

SCHOOL’S WEBSITE
www.saintchristopherschool.org

YOUTH MINISTRY
Sandra Bonfiglio & Martha Gaudreau — 895-8692

BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY
Toni Amberg — 568-9069

PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT
Dianne Rumsey

CHURCH CUSTODIAN
Roger Dube

MASSES

Saturday Vigil: 4:30 PM

Sunday: 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM

Monday — Friday: 7:30 AM

Holy Days: As announced in the preceding
Sunday Bulletin

SACRAMENT OF PENANCE
Saturday afternoon: 3:15 — 4:00 PM
or Anytime by appointment

PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997

BAPTISMS
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997

MARRIAGES
Please contact Parish Priest at least six months in
advance at 568-5240

MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST
(From Bridge Counseling Center)
Colleen Murphy — 568-0115

COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE
Sue Sadolfo — 568-4373

COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE
Bev Connors — 432-1530 or 966-1388

COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK
Eleanor Domler — 569-7396
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"l give them eternal
life, and they shall
never perish. No one
can take them out of
my hand. My Father,
who has given them
to me, is greater than
al, and no one can
take them out of the
Father®hand."

—John 10:28-29

April 29, 2007
Fourth Sunday of Easter

Mass Intentions || April 28 —May 6, 2007

Saturday, April 28, 4:30 p.m.
Phoebe Morrow (Family)

Sunday, April 29, 8:00 a.m.
Joseph Chesery — 12" Anniversary
(Daughters Madeline & Santo Cassarino
and Cynthia & Daniel Weiss)

Sunday, April 29, 10:30 a.m.
Mark Tardiff (Family)

Tuesday, May 1, 7:30 a.m.
Rosa Russo (Antonietta Torretta)

Wednesday, May 2, 7:30 a.m.
Salvatore Marino (Antonietta Torretta)

Thursday, May 3, 7:30 a.m.
John Dahlquist (Sally & Al Labieniec)

Friday, May 4, 7:30 a.m.
Joseph Buturla (Justin Paulin)

Saturday, May 5, 4:30 p.m.
Stan Traynor (Wife & Family)

Sunday, May 6, 8:00 a.m.
Y vette Ruest (The Guerin Family)

Sunday, May 6, 10:30 a.m.
For the
First Communion Class

Please pray for:
Bernard J. Casey
S L“ u Michael Salvatore Fanelli
. SYMPATHY | (Fr. Fanelli’s Uncle)

Helen D. McNally
Edward M. Neiman, Sr.

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (April 22):  $6,588
Required Revenue (April 15): $8,913

Actua Revenue (YTD):  $130,79%4
Required Revenue (YTD): $ 142,608

Correction: The actual revenue for April 15 was
incorrectly reported. The weekly offering was $6,741
with Peter’ s Pence being $1,989.

My persona thanks for your generous support
of our parish. By sharing your time, talent and
treasure, you enable us to further the mission of
bringing Christ to our families, our young
people, our community and our world!

with Gratitude,

—Fr. Curran

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
FOR VOCATIONS
Today, Good Shepherd Sunday, is a specia
celebration of World Day of Prayer for Vocations. The
world-wide Church honors all Christian vocations. We
pray that our church may be enriched by our
commitment to remain faithful to God's call. Jesus, the
Good Shepherd, guides and protects us on our life

journey.
@ Wedding Banns

(I) Vicky Couture & Guy Lachance
(I1) Heather Scamuzzi & Mike Giudice
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FIRST
COMMUNION

Children from St. Christopher’s

Religious Education program and

St.  Christopher  School — will
receive First Holy Communion at the 10:30 am.
Liturgy next Sunday, May 6 and at the 10:30 am.
Liturgy on Sunday, May 20. Please keep these
children and their parents and family members in
your prayers.

FIRST COMMUNION REHEARSAL
There is a First Communion rehearsal scheduled
for this Wednesday, May 2 a 5:30 p.m. in the
Church. Thisrehearsal is for the parents and children
who will receive First Holy Communion on Sunday,
May 6. Reminder: Please bring your banners to this
rehearsal.

The Archbishop’s Annua Appeal
changes livesin our classrooms!

The 2007 Archbishop’s Annual

Appeal provides tuition assistance

grants to al 60 Archdiocesan
Elementary Schools to assist those families struggling
to provide a faith-based education for their children.
If you have not yet made your gift or pledge, please
pray about your decision and consider making a
pledge or one-time gift.

ST. CHRISTOPHER
ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, May
7 at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. Our guest will be
the Impossible Gospel Quartet who will sing favorite
hymns and gospel songs. Refreshments will be
served. If you have any questions, please call Rose
Y ergeau at 568-4029.

BOARD MEMBERS — PLEASE NOTE: A
meeting for the Social Club Board Members will be
held this Monday, April 30 a 1:00 p.m. in the parish
room at the Parish Center (across the hall from the
Chapel entrance).

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION

“My sheep, hear my voice; | know them, and they
follow me.” (John 10, 27)

To follow the shepherd we must first hear his
voice through prayer. It is only after we pray that
we know the proper way to live as stewards.

PARISH MINISTRY POT-LUCK SUPPER

The Parish Council will host a Pot-Luck Supper
on Saturday, May 19 a 5:30 p.m. for al the
individuals who are involved with parish ministries
here at St. Christopher’s. The invitations have been
sent out. If you believe you should have received
one and did not, please call Bonnie at the Parish
Office at 568-5240. Reminder: Please let us know
by Monday, May 7, whether you are or are not able
to join us by sending an email to stchris-
eh@sbcglobal .net.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar
The expression of Jesus in today® gospel could
be said by any parent; “My children, hear my voice;
I know them, and they follow me” The big
question is: If they follow, where are you leading
them???

FEAST OF
ST. JOSEPH
THE WORKER

Tuesday - May 1

This feast day should encourage us to reflect on
others. To not ignore others and what they do,
because we may feel it is not significant. St
Joseph’s life as a carpenter may help us be more
respectful of everyone who works, regardless of
their job. Like St. Joseph, perhaps what someone
else does may be what helps them to bring more
love and goodness into our lives. Certainly the
carpenter from Nazareth did.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Fourth Sunday of Easter — John 14:23-29

Today is known as “Good Shepherd Sunday”. It
always falls on this Fourth Sunday of the Easter season.

Good Shepherd Sunday is also Vocations Sunday.
In particular we are asked to pray that more people will
consider whether they are being called to join the ranks
of priest-shepherds or to the diaconate or to the
dedicated life of brothers and sisters.

We are asked today to pray but perhaps we need to
do more. Part of the problem is that we need to redlize
that every Christian, indeed every person, has a
vocation. No one can say, “l don’'t have a vocation”
and that today’s theme does not concern him or her.
Every single one of us has been and is still being called
to find God by serving each other in truth and love and
to help make this world a better place for al to live in.
As in today’s reading from the Acts, today, too, there
are “religious’ people bickering among themselves
while “out there” there are untold numbers waiting to
hear the message of Truth and Love for their lives.

The fact that | am already committed to a way of
life does not mean | do not have a vocation nor that | do
not have a responsibility to consider seriously now
what that vocation is or should be. Many, for instance
first get married and choose a career and then, almost as
an afterthought, say, “Oh, | must do a retreat and find
out what God wants me to do.” Even if that is what we
have done, it not too late. Whatever situation we find
ourselvesin, if it was through bad choices or no choice,
God is still calling us from where we are. There are
vocations within vocations. Are we listening? What is
God saying to ME today as | hear these readings?

My work, my profession, my job must be fully
impregnated with a Christian commitment. | am not
just a doctor, a teacher, a parent who happens to be a
Cathalic.

| am first of all a Christian, a follower of Jesus
Way, who exercises my Christian calling, my vocation,
through my medical practice, my teaching, my
parenting... Beyond that there is a genera need -
according to my gifts and abilities - to be more deeply
involved in the well-being of my society and of my
Christian community which serves that society.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)

It is easy for usto have a*“supermarket” mentality
towards society and towards the Church. We expect
our governments to provide al kinds of services
without our having to pay our share in having those
services provided.

We often talk about an entity called “the Church”
which is supposed to provide priests, sisters,
churches, schools and the religious, educational and
socia services we want and need. But we need to
remember that that “Church” is not something “out
there’; it isyou and me. It iswe and only we who, by
pitching in together, can provide the service personnel
and the operations, the ‘hardware’ and *‘ software’ by
which our Church community can continue to
function.

We live in a world where, on the one hand, we
have governments which tend to take charge of many
social needs but do not aways do a very good job
where those in greatest need are concerned. On the
other hand, we also live in a highly competitive
society which drives home the message that one has
to devote all one’'s energies in taking care of oneself
and one’' s family.

If we take such a situation for granted as being the
“normal” state of affairs, it will not be easy for usto
see what active role there is for us to play. Even
where our Christian faith is concerned it is easy for us
to adopt a passive attitude — “pray, pay and obey”.
We can see our faith as expecting conformity in
certain fringe areas of our life such as attending Mass
once aweek. But even that attendance can be a very
passive experience — we endure the homily, we let the
priest “say” the Mass for us and the choir to sing for
us and a lector to pray for us. We may arrive late and
leave early. Isthat how I live my vocation?

The next time we are asked to “pray for
vocations’, let us ask ourselves, What is this saying to
me? Am | aways praying for other people and other
people’s children to have ‘vocations? But what is
mine? Maybe | cannot be a priest or sister but maybe
one of my children is thinking along those lines. Do |
encourage this or immediately block it?

— The Liturgy Committee
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We welcome into our Christian community through
the holy of waters of baptism:

Nicholas Sousa Bonfiglio
son of Joseph and Sandra Bonfiglio

Alyssa Janice Cook
daughter of Russell and Brenda Cook

Dallas Christopher Manganello
son of Christopher and Sonia Manganello

HABITSFOR HANDING ON FAITH

As parents, our first job is to hand on faith to
our children. The Rite of Baptism says that our
primary job is to teach them what it means to love
God and neighbor as Christ did. Over the next
several weeks, we will present seven habits that can
help both parents and children learn the delicate and
awesome art of Christian love and living.

Habit #1
Teach your children gratitude.

This is the first movement of knowing God.
Children learn best from our own expressions of
gratitude, not only toward God, but also toward
others, toward them and toward life itself. To quote
Madame Blueberry of VeggieTaes fame, “A
grateful heart is a happy heart.” There, one will
find God.

WANTED —ROSARY MAKERS

Respond to the call of Our Lady. The need for
rosaries is great and urgent. Become a missionary
by making rosaries for missions in the U.S,, the
military and around the world. Please call Our
Lady’s Rosary Makers (4611 Poplar Level Road,
P.O. Box 37080, Louisville, Kentucky 40233-7080)
a 502-968-1434 or 502-968-1477 and order a
beginner’ skit for less than $10.00 which allows you
to make 50 cord rosaries and comes with
instructions. You may also visit Our Lady’s Rosary
Makers at www.olrm.org.

TROOP 57
TAG SALE, BAKE SALE AND
BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE!

Troop 57 of East Hartford is holding a Tag Sale
and Bake Sale, as well as a Bottle and Can Drive on
Saturday, May 12, from 8:00 am. — 4:00 p.m. at the
New Covenant United Methodist Church, 16 Church
Street, East Hartford.

The proceeds from these fundraisers will be used
to help defray the costs for the Troop to campout in
and visit the historic sites of Washington, D.C. This
will be awonderful experience for these boys!

The Tag Sale will feature tools, books, kitchen
items, household goods and much more! If you
would like to help with the Bottle and Can Drive, you
may drop off your returnable bottles and cans at the
New Covenant United Methodist Church on May 12,
or you may call the following people to schedule a
pick up: North side of town, call Hank Skowroneck
at 528-6840, John Masse at 528-1875 or Wayne
Thorpe at 280-8457. South side of town, call Lisa
Evans at 568-8944, Tracy Martinez at 568-0464 or
Phil Gosselin at 568-5001.

Thank you for your support and generosity!

COME, JOIN OUR BIBLE JOURNEY!

It's time to register for Year 1 of the
Archdiocesan Catholic Biblical School! This
program is intended for adults who wish to meet the
Lord in a deeper way through Scripture, and who seek
the assistance that a guided journey provides. In both
content and companionship the Catholic Biblical
School offers an enriching experience that will bring
God's word to life for you! Participants have said
that it has changed their lives.

The Archdiocesan Office of Religious Education
is now taking registration for classes beginning in
September 2007. Registration period: May 15 —
August 15. Early registration is advised since the
complete registration process takes about two weeks,
including mailings. Number and location of classes
also depend on registration.

For further information, please contact Sr. Jewel
Renna at the Office of Religious Education in
Bloomfield at (860) — 243-9465 or by e-mail at
jrenna@adh-ore.org.



