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Apr il 15, 2007 
 

Easter  Thanks! 
 

 My sincere thanks to all who helped to make our 
Holy Week and Easter celebrations so powerful and 
prayerful!  Special thanks to Deacon Bill Gilles, 
Carol Waterman, our choir and musicians, members 
of our Liturgy Committee, Eucharistic Ministers, 
Lectors, Ushers and Altar Servers.  Thanks as well to 
our parish Counters. 
 
 This Easter we are thankful for all who generously 
share their gifts and talents to make our parish so 
vibrant! 
 
  in the joy of our Risen Lord, 
 
  Fr. Curran 

 

 
PRIEST 

Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor 
 
DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR 
William Gilles – 633-8997 
 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
Kay McNamara 
Stephen Kleva 
 
PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Francis Vignati – 569-4677 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
Michael Munley – 683-8594 
 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Bonnie Szalay – 568-5240 
 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mrs. Kathleen Madej – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Karen Santacross – 568-4975 
 
SCHOOL SECRETARY 
Audrey Bjorkman – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT 
Llewellyn Priest – 569-0087 
 
HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. CO-PRESIDENTS 
Cynnamon Hebert – 568-7501 
Lynne Cote – 461-2683 
 
SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 
www.saintchristopherschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sandra Bonfiglio & Martha Gaudreau – 895-8692 
 
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
Toni Amberg – 568-9069 
 
PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT 
Dianne Rumsey 
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
Roger Dube 
 
MASSES 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Monday – Friday:  7:30 AM 
Holy Days:  As announced in the preceding 
Sunday Bulletin 
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday afternoon:  3:15 – 4:00 PM 
or Anytime by appointment 
 
PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
BAPTISMS 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
MARRIAGES 
Please contact Parish Priest at least six months in 
advance at 568-5240 
 
MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST 
(From Bridge Counseling Center) 
Colleen Murphy – 568-0115 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE 
Sue Sadolfo – 568-4373 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE 
Bev Connors – 432-1530 or 966-1388 
 
COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK 
Eleanor Domler – 569-7396 
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April 14 – 22, 2007 
 

 
 

Saturday, Apr il 14, 4:30 p.m. 
Shirley D’Aloisio – 1st Anniversary 

(Husband & Family) 
 

Sunday, Apr il 15, 8:00 a.m. 
Joseph Leonardo (Mom, Dad & Daughters) 

 

Sunday, Apr il 15, 10:30 a.m. 
Manuel Machado (Wife, Daughter & Son-in-Law) 

 

Monday, Apr il 16, 7:30 a.m. 
Stanley W. Kronen – 54th Anniversary 

and Helen K. Kronen 
(Son Joe & Carolyn Kronen) 

 

Tuesday, Apr il 17, 7:30 a.m. 
Mary R. Verotsky – 10th Anniversary 

and Charles G. Verotsky 
(Daughter Carolyn & Joe Kronen) 

 

Wednesday, Apr il 18, 7:30 a.m. 
Lucy Senatro (Dave & Chickie Amberg) 

 

Thursday, Apr il 19, 7:30 a.m. 
Joseph Tardiff &  Eudore Nadeau (The Tardiff Family) 

 

Fr iday, Apr il 20, 7:30 a.m. 
Louise Olinatz (Children) 

 

Saturday, Apr il 21, 4:30 p.m. 
Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family) 

 

Sunday, Apr il 22, 8:00 a.m. 
Maria Luz (Daughters) 

 

Sunday, Apr il 22, 10:30 a.m. 
William Mallon – 2nd Anniversary 

(Wife, & Family) 

A TITHING PARISH 
 
 

 Actual Revenue (April 8 – Easter): $ 12,188 
 

 Required Revenue (April 8):   $   8,913 
 
 Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 117,465 
 

 Required Revenue (YTD): $ 124,782 
 

My sincere thanks to all for your generosity to our 
parish! 

  – Fr. Curran 
 
 

PETER’S PENCE 
 This weekend our parish participates in the 2007 
Peter’s Pence Collection for the Works of the Holy 
Father through our second collection.  Contributions 
to the Peter’s Pence Collection… 
 

 �  Enable the Holy Father to respond with 
immediate emergency assistance to the most 
disadvantaged throughout the world – those who 
suffer as a result of war, oppression and natural 
disasters 

 

 �  Involve the more than one billion Catholics 
worldwide in supporting the Holy Father’s 
mission, an active expression of Christ’s love for 
the poor 

 

 �  Have totaled more than $175 million in 
contributions by dioceses of the United States, 
who generously provide nearly half of all gift. 

 

Your contribution to the Peter’s Pence Collection 
allows the Holy Father to respond with timely and 
effective emergency assistance to our suffering 
brothers and sisters throughout the world.  Thus, in 
solidarity with the pope, we Catholics participate in 
works of goodness that distinguish us as followers of 
the Gospel. 
 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

Our parish office will be operating 
on a reduced schedule this coming 
week.  The schedule is: 
 

 Mon., Tues., Wed.:  10:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 Thurs., Fri.:  1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 

Normal business hours will resume on Monday, 
April 23 beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Thank you! 

Apr il 15, 2007 
Second Sunday of Easter 

Thomas answered 
and said to him, "My 
Lord and my God!" 
Jesus said to him, 
"Have you come to 
believe because you 
have seen me? 
Blessed are those 
who have not seen 
and have believed." 
 

– John 20:28-29 
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EAST HARTFORD SHELTER 
IN NEED OF DONATIONS 

 The East Hartford Shelter, located on Main 
Street, is in need of the following items: 
 

 �   Beds (twin, full, queen) 
 �   Towels & Bed Linens (new or gently used) 
 �   Toiletries (toothpaste, shampoo, lotion, etc.) 
 �   Dishes, Cookware, Silverware 
 

 Donations will be used at both the Shelter and to 
assist those in need who are trying to make it on 
their own.  To make arrangements to drop off 
donations, please call the Shelter at 568-0323, ext. 
221 or ext. 222. 

 
 

STEWARDSHIP REFLECTION 
 “Jesus then said to him: ‘You became a believer 
because you saw me.  Blest are they who have not 
seen and have believed.’ ”   (John 20:29) 
 

 Seeing is believing.  A steward models 
generosity for those who need to see how it is done. 
 
 

THE CATHOLIC WORKER 
A few copies of the Spring 2007 issue of The 
Hartford Catholic Worker are available on the Free 
Materials Rack in the Church Hall.  The Hartford 
Catholic Worker is published bimonthly by the St. 
Martin De Porres Catholic Worker community, a 
lay community of Catholics, and like minded 
friends, living in the north end of Hartford, working 
and praying for an end to violence and poverty. 
 
 

The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 
changes lives through service to 
the Lord.  Your gift helps to 
provide formation and education to 
those who vocation is vital to our 

faith and our Church.  Your gift to the Annual 
Appeal is an investment in the future of the 
Archdiocese. 
 Thank you to our parish families who have 
made a gift or pledge commitment to the 2007 
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal.  If you have not yet 
made a gift or pledge, please prayerfully consider 
doing so.  Every gift makes a different – every 
single gift. 

 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

The monthly Children’s Liturgy 
will be celebrated at the 10:30 
Mass next Sunday, April 22.  
Please note:  There will be no 
hospitality following this month’s 
Children’s Liturgy.  Thank you. 
 
 

FOOD BANK 
On Holy Thursday, April 4, food boxes for Easter were 
packed with the help of the following people: 
 
 Yvon & Jeannine Belliveau Mary Ann Kaminski 
 Melissa Bush Steve Kleva 
 Bev Connors Mac McCarthy 
 Eleanor Domler Jean McNamara 
 Phil Gravel Charlotte Turner 
 
Later that morning with the help of the following 
people, we delivered 26 boxes to 23 families comprised 
of 43 adults and 30 children.  20 Easter pails of candy 
and a stuffed bunny accompanied the food boxes for 
children under 12 years of age.  We supplied enough 
food for 876 meals in 4 days. 
 
 Yvon & Jeannine Belliveau George Pinto 
 Steve Kleva Rita Schaefer 
 Michelle Lawrence George & Elaine Tryon 
 Mary Lawson Rose Yergeau 
 Helen Little Rev. Albert & 
 Mac McCarthy           Charlotte Turner 
 
Thanks to all who so generously supplied food and 
hams to stock our food pantry, provided monetary 
donations, and packed and delivered our boxes.  Thank 
you!  God Bless! 
 
 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 
by Bud Ozar  

 In today’s gospel the apostles recognized Jesus by 
his wounds.  It is silly to pretend we are without faults.  
Those closest to us know our wounds and still accept 
and love us.  Our wounded self is our true self.  By 
accepting our own wounds, we can accept the faults in 
others. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Second Sunday of Easter – John 20:19-31 

 
On this, the first Sunday after the celebration of 

Easter, the emphasis is on faith in the presence and 
power of the living Jesus in our midst.  This Risen 
Jesus now lives on in the community which 
believes in him.  It is endowed with the same 
powers that Jesus had during his life here on earth.  
“So many signs and wonders were worked among 
the people at the hands of the apostles that the sick 
were even taken out into the streets and laid on beds 
and sleeping mats in the hope that at least the 
shadow of Peter might fall across some of them as 
he went past.”  

 
And again, “People even came crowding in 

from the towns round about Jerusalem, bringing 
with them their sick and those tormented by unclean 
spirits - and all of them were cured.”   This is the 
living testimony that Jesus is active and continues 
his saving and whole-making work among us, for 
the disciples do these works, not in their own name, 
but in the name of Jesus their Lord. 

 
They will also proclaim the message of Jesus as 

Savior and invite people to join their company.  We 
know that many indeed did come to join them but 
there is a telling phrase in today’s First Reading that 
“no one else ever dared to join them but the people 
were loud in their praise” .  Is this already a hint of 
the counter-witness of the early Christians when 
they were already being regarded with suspicion by 
the religious and civil authorities and when it was 
becoming dangerous to be identified with them?  
They were a group to be admired - but from a safe 
distance.  It is yet another sign that the early 
followers were about to share the same fate as Jesus 
himself. 

 
Things have not changed greatly in our own 

time.  For it is through the Christian community and 
its witness that people come to know of Jesus and 
are led to faith in his message of truth and life.  It is 
a witness that rests on the shoulders of every single 
follower of Jesus and we do it not just by explicitly 
religious actions but by the very pattern and impact 
of our daily lives.  An impact that arouses both 
positive and negative responses. 

 
(continued in the next column) 

 
(Gospel Insights – continued) 

 
The Gospel, however, brings us back to an earlier 

stage when the disciples have not yet come to the full 
realization that Jesus, whom they saw crucified, dead 
and buried, is now alive, that he is risen.  As the Gospel 
opens we see them huddled together in that room with 
the doors firmly locked “ for fear of the Jews” .  At any 
moment they dreaded the arrival of the police to arrest 
them as accomplices of the dangerous subversive who 
had been executed on Golgotha the previous Friday. 

 
And then, all of a sudden, the Jesus they presumed 

dead is standing among them.  “Peace be with you!”  he 
says.  It can be taken as a blessing, echoing the ordinary 
Jewish greeting, Shalom.  Or it can be taken as a 
statement of a fact – “With my presence among you 
there comes deep inner peace.”   The same peace that 
comes when Jesus calms the surrounding storms in the 
gospel stories.  And there is also for them an 
unutterable joy “when they saw the Lord” .  “Lord”  is 
the title for the Risen Jesus.) 

 
But it is not just to be a happy reunion.  There is 

work to be done, the work that Jesus began and which 
they are to continue.  “As the Father sent me, so am I 
sending you.”   They are being given a mission.  The 
word ‘mission’  comes from the Latin word ‘ to send’ .  
All followers of Jesus have a mission, are missionaries. 

 
He breathed on them, saying: “Receive the Holy 

Spirit.”   In John’s Gospel this is the Pentecost 
experience when the Holy Spirit comes down on the 
disciples.  In Luke’s Acts, Pentecost takes place 50 
days after the resurrection; for John it takes place on 
Easter Day.  It makes no difference - the meaning is the 
same. 

 
What Jesus does is reminiscent of the Creation story 

when God “breathed”  over the waters and brought life 
and order into the chaos.  He “breathed”  again and 
Adam, the human being made into the image of God, 
comes into existence.  Now, Jesus “breathes”  the Spirit 
of his Way, of his Truth and Life, making of them (in 
Paul’s term) “new human beings” , full of the Spirit of 
the Father and Jesus.   
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
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GRANDMA?   GRANDPA? 
Bir thr ight Invites You to Volunteer  

 One of Birthright’s volunteers, a Grandma, 
volunteers 3 hrs/wk with her two high school age 
children.  They sort baby clothing donations and put 
together layettes (baby clothes sized newborn through 
2T) for our new mothers.  Grandpa helps with updating 
resource cards and fundraising.  They’ re all part of our 
team of volunteers that make Birthright’s loving service 
to pregnant women in crisis possible.  Their office is 
located in East Hartford and served 737 women in 
2005.  Please join them and be blessed with the 
opportunity to help a mother and save a baby.  Call 
290-8800. 
 

Bir thr ight Needs Maternity and Baby Clothing 
Birthright is in need of gently worn maternity and baby 
clothing.  Birthright is an emergency pregnancy service 
staffed by volunteers dedicated to offering the 
alternative to abortion.  Their office is located in East 
Hartford. 
 
 

 
 

At the 10:30 Mass next Sunday, April 22, we will 
celebrate with the Bonfiglio family as their infant son 
Nicholas will receive the Sacrament of Baptism. 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL FORUM 
 On Friday, April 27, at 10:00 a.m. the Select 
Committee on Children of the Conn. General Assembly 
will hold an Informational Form on Parental 
Notification of Abortion.  This hearing will be held in 
Room 2C of the Legislative Office Building which is 
located on the western side of the state capitol campus 
in Hartford.  This meeting has been long sought and 
painfully long overdue.  Our congratulations are 
extended to Deacon David Reynolds, Director of the 
Conn. Catholic Conference, and to his predecessor in 
that office, Dr. Marie Hilliard.  For years the 
Conference has struggled to have the General Assembly 
schedule to hear testimony on this issue.  For more 
information, please visit the Connecticut Catholic 
Conference website at www.ctcatholic.org. 
 

 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN 

INITIATION FOR ADULTS  
 

WELCOME AMY PENIKAS 
 

 

 We joyfully welcome Amy Penikas to the Body 
of Christ and to the Community of St. Christopher.  
She successfully completed the Period of 
Purification and Enlightenment in the Rite of 
Christian Initiation for Adults.  Amy now enters the 
Period of Mystagogia in the RCIA during which she 
will reflect on the graces she has received.  Please 
continue to pray for her, and welcome her at Mass. 
 
 

IN APPRECIATION 
 I would like to thank all those who helped make 
the Living Stations of the Cross possible.  I was 
moved by the commitment shown by the actors, 
readers, and other volunteers that dedicated their 
gifts of time and talent.  I would especially like to 
thank Phil Gosselin for all his hard work and 
Charleen Miele.  The beautiful voices of the choir 
truly helped us reflect on each station.  In addition, I 
would like to say a special thank you to Father 
Curran for supporting this ministry. 
 

– Sandy Bonfiglio 
 
 

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES ASSOC. 
 Choosing a family cemetery lot is inevitable.  
Instead of leaving this decision to a loved one, a 
friend or perhaps even a stranger, why not make 
this a family decision now? 
 The Catholic Cemeteries Association of the 
Archdiocese of Hartford, for a limited time, affords 
all Catholic families the opportunity to purchase 
pre-need graves with upright monument rights and 
shrine graves with interest-free installment 
payments up to 4 years at St. Mary Cemetery in 
East Hartford, Holy Cross Cemetery in Glastonbury 
and St. James and St. Bridget Cemeteries in 
Manchester.  Mausoleum entombment space is also 
available at St. Mary Cemetery, East Hartford. 
 This offer will conclude on May 15, 2007.  
Please call the office at St. James Cemetery at 646-
3772 for more information or to schedule an 
appointment. 
 


