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Apr il 1, 2007 
 

Palm Sunday – Passion Sunday 
 

 Palm Sunday of our Lord’s Passion is the liturgical 
name given to the celebration we commonly call Palm 
Sunday.  The full title of this celebration makes the clear 
connection between Jesus’  triumphant entrance into 
Jerusalem and the fulfillment of his mission which 
would include his suffering, death and glorious 
Resurrection.  As followers of Christ we do not seek 
after suffering, but when we do experience challenges, 
difficulties, pain and loss, Jesus invites us to find 
meaning in our suffering. 
 
 Palm Sunday of our Lord’s Passion rekindles our 
own hope for a peace and joy beyond all suffering and 
pain. 
 
 Wishing you and yours a Blessed Palm Sunday, 
 
 Fr. Curran 

 
PRIEST 

Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor 
 
DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR 
William Gilles – 633-8997 
 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
Kay McNamara 
Stephen Kleva 
 
PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Francis Vignati – 569-4677 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
Michael Munley – 683-8594 
 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Bonnie Szalay – 568-5240 
 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mrs. Kathleen Madej – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Karen Santacross – 568-4975 
 
SCHOOL SECRETARY 
Audrey Bjorkman – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT 
Llewellyn Priest – 569-0087 
 
HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. CO-PRESIDENTS 
Cynnamon Hebert – 568-7501 
Lynne Cote – 461-2683 
 
SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 
www.saintchristopherschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sandra Bonfiglio & Martha Gaudreau – 895-8692 
 
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
Toni Amberg – 568-9069 
 
PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT 
Dianne Rumsey 
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
Roger Dube 
 
MASSES 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Monday – Friday:  7:30 AM 
Holy Days:  As announced in the preceding 
Sunday Bulletin 
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday afternoon:  3:15 – 4:00 PM 
or Anytime by appointment 
 
PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
BAPTISMS 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
MARRIAGES 
Please contact Parish Priest at least six months in 
advance at 568-5240 
 
MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST 
(From Bridge Counseling Center) 
Colleen Murphy – 568-0115 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE 
Sue Sadolfo – 568-4373 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE 
Bev Connors – 432-1530 or 966-1388 
 
COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK 
Eleanor Domler – 569-7396 
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March 31 - April 8, 2007 
 
 

 
Saturday, March 31, 4:30 p.m. 

Bonnie Peterson 
(The Traynor Family) 

 
Sunday, Apr il 1, 10:30 a.m. 
Albert & Antonietta Pettinato 

Justin Todd Briere 
(Greg, Marianna and 

Antonia Rose Beaumont & Family) 
 

Monday, Apr il 2, 7:30 a.m. 
Violet Jacques 

(Jean-Luc & Laurette Belanger) 
 

Sunday, Apr il 8, 8:00 a.m. 
Charles Bernard 

In Memory of His Birthday 
(Wife & Family) 

 
Sunday, Apr il 8, 10:30 a.m. 

Kathleen Krul 
10th Anniversary 

(Family) 
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Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday ~ 
April 2, 3 & 4 

 

Daily Mass – 7:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Thursday Evening ~ April 5 
 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7:30 p.m. 
(followed by Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament until 10:00 p.m.) 
 

Please note:  according to ancient tradition, 
there is no morning Mass Thursday or Friday. 

 
Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion ~ April 6 

 

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion – 3:00 p.m. 
Living Stations of the Cross – 7:30 p.m. 

 
Holy Saturday Night: 

The Easter Vigil ~ April 7 
 

The Great Easter Vigil – 8:00 p.m. 
 

Please note:  in keeping with the 
solemnity, this is an extended Vigil 

(No 4:30 p.m. Mass) 
 

Easter Sunday: 
The Resurrection of the Lord ~ April 8 

 

Masses at 
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 
Sacrament of Penance (Confession) 

 

Mon., Tues., Wed., April 2, 3, 4: 
following 7:30 a.m. Mass 

Good Friday, April 6:  11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
Holy Saturday, April 7:  11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

(No afternoon Confessions on Holy Saturday) 
 
 
 

Apr il 1, 2007 
Palm Sunday of 

the Lord’s Passion 

As he was 
approaching the 
slope of the Mount 
of Olives, the 
whole multitude of 
his disciples began 
to praise God 
aloud with joy for 
all the mighty 
deeds they had 
seen. 
 

- Luke 19:37 
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LIVING STATIONS 
OF THE CROSS 

 

God loves us so much 
that he sent his only 

Son to become one of us 
and to die for us 

so we could have eternal life. 
 

Come and experience how much God loves you on 
the evening of Good Friday, April 6 at 7:30 p.m. at 
St. Christopher Church. 

 
 

ATTENTION: 
L IVING STATIONS VOLUNTEERS 

The rehearsal dates for Living Stations of the Cross 
will be Monday, April 2 and Wednesday, April 4 
from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. each evening.  Please meet in 
the church.  Thank you in advance to all those who 
have volunteered to participate in this faith-filled 
event. 
 
 

The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 
supports the Deacons and Retired 
Clergy of the Archdiocese! 
 Your gift to the 2007 
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal will 
help support those whose 
vocation is vital to our faith and 
our Church. 

 
 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 
by Bud Ozar  

 In today’s gospel, the leaders brought false 
charges against Jesus because it was easier to live a 
lie than live the truth.  Families sometimes maintain 
“secrets”  for the same reason, but they soon learn, 
just like Peter in today’s gospel, that lies only lead to 
shame.  
 
 

A TITHING PARISH 
 
 

  Actual Revenue (March 18): $ 7,514 
 

 Required Revenue (March 18): $ 8,913 
 
 Actual Revenue (YTD): $   95,824 
 

 Required Revenue (YTD): $ 106,956 
 

 
CONTINUE TO 

CELEBRATE RECONCILIATION 
 To bring us back to love and forgiveness, God 
has given us the sacrament of reconciliation.  When 
we enter the sacrament of reconciliation with a true 
heart and mind, we have the opportunity to 
experience a genuine healing of our sin and its 
effects.  We meet in faith with the forgiving Christ, 
who reaches out to forgive our sins and renew our 
love for God and others. 
 The steps to reconciliation begin with reflection 
on the love, mercy and forgiveness of God and an 
examination of conscience.  Take an honest look at 
your attitudes and everyday actions.  Ask yourself, 
“Do I love and care for others and myself?”   Often 
reflection on the Ten Commandments and the 
beatitudes are helpful in seeking areas that are in 
need of change in our lives. 
 Contrition is the next step: feeling sorrow for 
our sins and sincerely seeking forgiveness.  The 
confession of our sins is the third, opening our 
hearts to the sacrament.  In telling our sins to a 
priest, we look directly at the wrongdoings and take 
responsibility for them.  God grants us forgiveness 
and peace through the absolution of the priest. 
  

 Those who wish to receive the sacrament of 
reconciliation can do so this coming week at the 
following dates and times: 
 

Mon., Tues., Wed., April 2, 3, 4: 
following the 7:30 a.m. Mass 

Good Friday, April 6:  11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
Holy Saturday, April 7:  11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

 
 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN 
INITIATION FOR ADULTS 

(RCIA) 
 

The Presentation of the Lord’s Prayer  
 In the Presentation of the Lord’s Prayer, being 
fulfilled this weekend, the Church demonstrates to 
our Candidate, Amy Penikas, how our Lord has 
taught his followers to pray.  Please continue to 
pray for Amy as we look forward with her to her 
initiation into the Catholic Church next weekend at 
the Easter Vigil. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion 

Luke 22:14 – 23:56 
 

After five weeks of preparation we now enter the 
climax of the Lenten season – what we call Holy Week.  
In a way, the whole week from Palm Sunday until Easter 
Sunday should be seen as one unit – the presentation of 
what we call the Paschal Mystery.  This Paschal Mystery 
includes the sufferings, death, resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus into glory and the sending of the Spirit on the 
disciples of Jesus to continue the work he began.  
Although it is, for liturgical and catechetical reasons, 
spread over a period of seven weeks, it should also be 
seen as an indivisible single experience. 

 
This week sees the climax of the mission of Jesus 

Christ in which the deepest meaning of his life is 
unfolded and in which his teaching becomes incarnated in 
his own words and actions. 

 
Today©s celebration (for, strange to say, the terrible 

happenings we are about to listen to are truly a cause for 
celebration on our part) is divided into two distinct parts: 
the procession with palms and the Mass proper. 

 
In the procession, the prevailing atmosphere is one of 

joy and the vestments in today’s liturgy are a triumphal 
red and not the violet which has prevailed during the 
other days of Lent.  The reading from the Gospel in this 
first part recalls the entry of Jesus into Jerusalem as King.  
He gets a rapturous reception from the crowd who 
acclaim him with words we still use in the “Holy, holy, 
holy...”  of the preface to the Eucharistic Prayer.  This 
scene is important for, in a few days’  time, the same 
triumphant Jesus will be reduced to a battered wreck of 
humanity, calling forth the words of Pilate: “Look, it is a 
human being!”  (Ecce homo) [The full implications of this 
will be felt by those who have seen Mel Gibson’s film, 
‘The Passion of Christ.] 

 
As we process through our church, with our palms (or 

their equivalent) in our hands, we too sing with 
enthusiasm: “Christ conquers, Christ is king, Christ is our 
ruler”  (Christus vincit, Christus regnat, Christus 
imperat).  There is a difference in our case for we know 
the end of the story and what is to come.  Because of that, 
we sing with even greater conviction about the greatness 
of Jesus and a realization of just why he is our King. 

 
(continued in the next column) 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 
But even here there is shadow, for not all are 

spreading their clothes on the ground for Jesus to 
walk over or waving their branches.  His enemies 
are watching and what they see only gives greater 
urgency to their desire to see the end of Jesus.  In 
one way, they will succeed with a frightening 
ruthlessness to destroy Jesus but, of course, they 
will also fail utterly.  Our presence here today is 
proof enough of that. 

 
In a way the real key to Holy Week is given in 

today’s Second Reading, which seems to be a 
hymn, incorporated by Paul in his letter to the 
Christians at Philippi, in northern Greece.  It 
expresses the “mind” , the thinking of Jesus, a 
“mind”  which Paul urges us to have also if we want 
to identify fully with Jesus as disciples.  “Let the 
same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”  The 
key word in the passage is “emptied” .  This kenosis, 
or emptying, is at the heart of Jesus’  experience 
during his Passion. 

 
In spite of Jesus’  identity with the nature of 

God, he did not insist on his status.  He first of all 
took on himself in the fullest sense our human 
nature - “ like us in all things, but sin” .  But, even 
more, he reached down to the lowest level, the 
lowest class of human beings - the servant, the 
slave.  That was still not the end.  He let go of all 
human dignity, all human rights, let go of life itself 
to die, not any “ respectable”  form of death, but the 
death of a convicted criminal in shame and 
nakedness and total abandonment. 

 
To understand the sufferings, death and 

resurrection of Jesus one must fully grasp what Paul 
is saying here and, not only grasp it, but totally 
appropriate it into one’s own thinking so that one 
would be even prepared, with God’s help, to go 
exactly the same way.  Our normal sensitivities 
even over trifling hurts just show us how far we 
have to go to have the “mind of Jesus.”  

 
We are now – hopefully – prepared for listening 

to Luke’s version of the Passion of Jesus, up to but 
excluding the climax of resurrection. 

 
For the completion of this reflection, see: 

http://www.sacredspace.ie/livingspace/ 
SundayArchive/C-Passion.htm 
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2nd ANNUAL 
FAMILY CAREGIVERS APPRECIATION DAY 
 If you are a caregiver to someone with a serious 
illness or a physical, mental or emotional impairment, 
Eastern Connecticut Health Network (ECHN) appreciates 
all that you do every day.  As their way to say thank you 
for being an essential member of the health care team, 
ECHN invites you to come and enjoy an afternoon 
planned especially for you!  Treat yourself to a delicious 
light lunch and dessert, a stand-up comedy act by Roy 
Charette (back by popular demand), and two short 
informative sessions designed especially for caregivers 
on spirituality and relaxation.  There is no charge to 
attend.  Simply pre-register by calling toll-free at 
1-888-299-3676. 
 
 

 
Youth Ministry will be holding their annual Spring retreat 
the weekend of April 27 – 29.  This year’s theme is 
myplace.com.  Any high school student may attend, 
however, the students currently enrolled in the 
Confirmation program have first priority.  Spaces are 
limited.  To reserve your spot, please call the Youth 
Ministry office at 895-8692. 
 
 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
 The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, April 2 
at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall.  Our guest will be Jim 
Kate from the Town of East Hartford.  Mr. Kate will 
discuss the town’s recycling program and the proper way 
to recycle.  Refreshments will be served.  If you have any 
questions, please call Rose Yergeau at 568-4029. 
 

 Reminder :  In an effort to ease the congestion in the 
parking lot at the time that school parents are picking up 
their children, Social Club members, who do not require 
use of the handicap spaces, are asked to park in the area 
at the back of the church.  Thank you for your 
cooperation. 
 
 
 

        BLOOD DRIVE BEING HELD 
Wednesday, April 4 ~ 1:30 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. 

In the Gym at Mayberry School 
101 Great Hill Road, East Hartford 

 

For an appointment, please call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE 

EASTER MISSION 
w/MEGAN McKENNA 

 St. Bridget Church, 80 Main Street in 
Manchester is hosting an Easter Mission with 
Megan McKenna, an internationally known 
theologian, storyteller, retreat leader, spiritual 
director, lecturer and author of over 25 books.  Ms. 
McKenna weaves scripture, story, poetry and image 
together in a dramatic way that invites 
transformation and hope to our world. 
 She is first and foremost, a lover of words: the 
Scriptures, stories and tales, poetry, images, and 
phrases spoken aloud, written down and spun to 
make meaning and how these both convert and 
transform us and bring meaning and hope to the 
world.  Ms. McKenna teaches at several colleges 
and universities, does retreats, workshops and 
parish missions and has an extensive Catholic 
background.  Join Ms. McKenna for three nights 
only from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. at St. Bridget Church. 
 

  Sunday ~ April 22 
  Monday ~ April 23 
  Tuesday ~ April 24 
 

Together we will explore the four Gospels and see 
what we believe about the Resurrection and how 
Resurrection begins at baptism. 
 Recommended one time offering is $10.  For 
more information, please call 643-2403. 
 
 

CATHOLIC CEMETERIES ASSOC. 
 Choosing a family cemetery lot is inevitable.  
Instead of leaving this decision to a loved one, a 
friend or perhaps even a stranger, why not make 
this a family decision now? 
 The Catholic Cemeteries Association of the 
Archdiocese of Hartford, for a limited time, affords 
all Catholic families the opportunity to purchase 
pre-need graves with upright monument rights and 
shrine graves with interest-free installment 
payments up to 4 years at St. Mary Cemetery in 
East Hartford, Holy Cross Cemetery in Glastonbury 
and St. James and St. Bridget Cemeteries in 
Manchester.  Mausoleum entombment space is also 
available at St. Mary Cemetery, East Hartford. 
 This offer will conclude on May 15, 2007.  
Please call the office at St. James Cemetery at 646-
3772 for more information or to schedule an 
appointment. 


