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March 25, 2007 
 
 

Our  God Provides a Way for  Us 
 

Just when we think things look hopeless, when the 
obstacles we face in life seem too daunting for us to 
meet, we find that our God provides a way for us.  
This was and is God’s promise to us as told to us 
through the prophet Isaiah:  “ I will cut a road 
through all my mountains, and make my highways 
level.”   God provides us a way through those 
mountains that seem too daunting, a way that is 
broad, level and smooth.  Let us trust in His promise 
to us, let us allow Him to show us the way! 

 
 in the hope of Easter, 
 
 Fr. Curran 

 

 
PRIEST 

Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor 
 
DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR 
William Gilles – 633-8997 
 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
Kay McNamara 
Stephen Kleva 
 
PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Francis Vignati – 569-4677 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
Michael Munley – 683-8594 
 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Bonnie Szalay – 568-5240 
 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mrs. Kathleen Madej – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Karen Santacross – 568-4975 
 
SCHOOL SECRETARY 
Audrey Bjorkman – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT 
Llewellyn Priest – 569-0087 
 
HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. CO-PRESIDENTS 
Cynnamon Hebert – 568-7501 
Lynne Cote – 461-2683 
 
SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 
www.saintchristopherschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sandra Bonfiglio & Martha Gaudreau – 895-8692 
 
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
Toni Amberg – 568-9069 
 
PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT 
Dianne Rumsey 
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
Roger Dube 
 
MASSES 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Monday – Friday:  7:30 AM 
Holy Days:  As announced in the preceding 
Sunday Bulletin 
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday afternoon:  3:15 – 4:00 PM 
or Anytime by appointment 
 
PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
BAPTISMS 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
MARRIAGES 
Please contact Parish Priest at least six months in 
advance at 568-5240 
 
MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST 
(From Bridge Counseling Center) 
Colleen Murphy – 568-0115 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE 
Sue Sadolfo – 568-4373 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE 
Bev Connors – 432-1530 or 966-1388 
 
COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK 
Eleanor Domler – 569-7396 
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March 24 – Apr il 1, 2007 
 
 

 

Saturday, March 24, 4:30 p.m. 
Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family) 

 

Sunday, March 25, 8:00 a.m. 
Maria Luz (Daughters) 

 

Sunday, March 25, 10:30 a.m. 
Mark Tardiff (Family) 

 

Thursday, March 29, 7:30 a.m. 
Joe Batista (Mother & Family) 

 

Saturday, March 31, 4:30 p.m. 
Bonnie Peterson (The Traynor Family) 

 

Sunday, Apr il 1, 10:30 a.m. 
Albert & Antonietta Pettinato 

Justin Todd Briere 
(Greg, Marianna and 

Antonia Rose Beaumont & Family) 
 
 
 
 

A TITHING PARISH 
 
 

  Actual Revenue (March 18): $ 8,701 
 

 Required Revenue (March 18): $ 8,913 
 
 Actual Revenue (YTD): $ 88,310 
 

 Required Revenue (YTD): $ 98,043 
 
Thank you for your continuing generosity to our parish! 
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Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion ~ April 1 

 

Saturday Vigil Mass (March 31):  4:30 p.m. 
Sunday Masses (April 1):  8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
 

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday ~ 
April 2, 3 & 4 

 

Daily Mass – 7:30 a.m. 
 

Holy Thursday Evening ~ April 5 
 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper – 7:30 p.m. 
(followed by Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament until 10:00 p.m.) 
 

Please note:  according to ancient tradition, 
there is no morning Mass Thursday or Friday. 

 
Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion ~ April 6 

 

Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion – 3:00 p.m. 
Living Stations of the Cross – 7:30 p.m. 

 
Holy Saturday Night: 

The Easter Vigil ~ April 7 
 

The Great Easter Vigil – 8:00 p.m. 
 

Please note:  in keeping with the 
solemnity, this is an extended Vigil 

(No 4:30 p.m. Mass) 
 

Easter Sunday: 
The Resurrection of the Lord ~ April 8 

 

Masses at 
8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

 
Sacrament of Penance (Confession) 

 

Mon., Tues., Wed., April 2, 3, 4: 
following 7:30 a.m. Mass 

Good Friday, April 6:  11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 
Holy Saturday, April 7:  11:00 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

(No afternoon Confessions on Holy Saturday) 
 
 

March 25, 2007 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Then Jesus straightened 
up and said to her, 
"Woman, where are 
they? Has no one 
condemned you?" She 
replied, "No one, sir." 
Then Jesus said, 
"Neither do I condemn 
you. Go, and from now 
on do not sin any 
more." 

– John 8:10-11 
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DID YOU RECEIVE 
OUR MAILING? 

 A parish mailing with information 
about our Holy Week Masses and 
services was sent out this past week to 
all parish families on record.  If you 

did not receive this mailing and believe you should 
have, or if any address information was incorrect, 
please call Bonnie at the parish office at 568-5240.  
We’d like our records to be as accurate and complete 
as possible.  Extra copies of the information that was 
mailed are available on the long tables at the church’s 
main entrance. 
 We’d like to express our appreciation to 
Jean McNamara, Claire Newhouse, Jeanne Sciarra, 
Fran Tebecio and Rose Yergeau for their help in 
preparing this mailing. 
 
 

RELAY FOR LIFE 
AT 

SAINT JOSEPH COLLEGE 
 
Dear Friends, 
 

 I am very proud to be a Captain for a Relay for 
Life team at Saint Joseph College.  The Relay is 
sponsored by the students to raise both money and 
awareness for the American Cancer Society.  It is a 
two-day event, April 20 and 21, on the running track 
on campus.  Each member of the team commits to 
keeping at least one member of the team on the track 
at all times either walking, running, or jogging while 
other members regroup along the track enjoying 
entertainment, activities and fun.  I have named my 
team Fabulous, Faithful, Fearless Females 
remembering the many women in my life who lived 
with cancer, survived cancer or passed on because of 
cancer.  Considering that cancer touches all of us, I 
humbly ask your support for the Relay.  Would please 
consider being a member of my team, either by 
physically being present for the Relay or by offering 
your support through a donation?  Please feel free to 
call me at the college at 231-5269. You may also go 
to the website for more information or to make your 
donation: 
 

 www.acsevents.org/relay/ctsaintjosephcollege 
 

With deep gratitude, 
 

Laurie Janecko 

 
 

 
 

 Fr. McGrath and I want to express our great thanks 
to Fr. Curran and all of you for your prayers and good 
wishes and gifts on the occasion of our leaving 
St. Christopher’s.  We deeply appreciate the kind words 
spoken by Fr. Curran, Deacon Bill Gilles, 
Toni Amberg, Frank Vignati and Mike Munley, and the 
generous gift certificates presented to us in the name of 
the parish.  We also appreciate the special music for the 
weekend liturgies, the attractive flower arrangements 
and the receptions prepared by the hospitality 
committee.  The weekend provided a beautiful ending 
of our years here. 
 It is an honor to have served as your parish priests.  
We will always remember with gratitude your kindness, 
your faith and your love for St. Christopher’s.  We will 
continue to remember you in our prayers and Masses. 
 

 God bless you all, 
 

 Fr. McGrath and Fr. Fanelli 
 

 
 

OPERATION RICE BOWL 
 We thank all those who have been 
participating in the Rice Bowl program 
during Lent.  You may bring your Rice 
Bowls to church next weekend and place 
them in the special collection container that will be 
placed near the baptismal font.  Operation Rice bowl 
helps Catholic Relief Services to continue its work, 
here in the Archdiocese and worldwide, to help the 
poor help themselves. 
 
 

The Archbishop’s Annual Appeal 
supports Catholic Charities and other 
programs and services that change 
lives forever!  Twenty-eight percent of 
the funds raised through the 2007 
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is 

dedicated to the charitable outreach programs of the 
Archdiocese. 

Your gift to the 2007 Annual Appeal will help 
continue the vital ministries, services and programs that 
reach out to so many in need.  Annual Appeal packets 
can be found at the church entrances. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Fifth Sunday of Lent – John 8:1-11 

 
God has a very bad memory.  That is one way we 

might express the theme of today’s readings.  For the 
Scripture of today’s Mass speaks of how God is always 
compassionate to his people.  No matter how many times 
the Israelites abandoned their God, no matter how many 
times they became “stiff-necked”  and refused to do his 
will, he always came to call them back and raise them up. 

 
In the whole of the New Testament we see God, in 

the person of Jesus, calling his sinful people to be 
converted, to put their whole trust in the message he 
brings and to follow his Way, as the way of truth and life. 

 
Jesus can be called the Sacrament of God among us.  

A sacrament in general is a visible manifestation of the 
power of God working among us.  So when we see the 
man Jesus, we are seeing God (though imperfectly, 
because what we actually see through Jesus’  humanity is 
not, cannot be the totality of a transcendent God).  When 
we hear Jesus, we are hearing God.  When Jesus acts, a 
human being like ourselves is acting and speaking but it 
is also our God acting and speaking.  So, in reading 
today’s Gospel, when we see Jesus with the sinful 
woman, we are also seeing God. 

 
We might say there are two kinds of sinners in 

today’s Gospel passage.  First, there is the woman who 
was caught in the act of adultery, a very serious matter.  
In Jewish as in other societies where purity of the family 
line was vital, because the woman was the one who bore 
the child, the stigma of adultery and the birth of an 
illegitimate child was laid on her.  The Scribes and 
Pharisees are also sinners.  They are totally lacking in the 
compassion that God displays and which he expects his 
followers to have: “Be merciful as your Father in heaven 
is merciful.”   The Pharisees and the Scribes are proud and 
arrogant, they give themselves the prerogative to sit in 
judgment on others. 

 
But, before we ourselves sit in judgment on them, we 

might sincerely ask how many of us would have acted 
differently than they did in this particular case?  How 
would many of us react if we discovered a spouse, a son 
or daughter, not to mention a stranger or public figure, in 
an adulterous relationship? 

 
(continued in the next column) 

 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 
 
The woman in this story represents all of us.  

She represents every person who has sinned.  And 
the Scribes and Pharisees, who were sinners too, 
also represent us.  We sin in both ways: when we 
hurt others by indulging our desires at their expense 
and when we hurt others by setting ourselves up as 
superior and better than they.  If we had been there 
that day, what would we have done?  Would we 
have condemned the guilty woman too?  Even 
during the past week, how many people have we 
condemned in our hearts or in our words?  Are we 
regular readers of newspapers or watchers of TV 
programs which delight in rubbishing people and 
destroying their lives?  How many people have we 
ourselves passed judgment on?  On the other hand, 
to how many have we extended a hand of love and 
compassion? 

 
Unlike the Pharisees and Scribes, upholders of 

the Law, Jesus refuses to condemn her.  Rather he 
gives her an opportunity to repent, to convert and 
change her ways.  Jesus came not to condemn but to 
save, to rehabilitate, to give new and enduring life.  
Jesus always leaves a door open. 

 
Our instinct is to punish and even destroy the 

wrongdoer.  Every day we see the media 
condemning and even claiming to be "shocked" by 
the misdemeanors of the famous and the not so 
famous.  How do we think Jesus would deal with 
such people? 

 
As one popular Sunday missal comments on 

today’s Mass: “The utter completeness of Christ’s 
forgiveness is almost incredible.  When he says to 
us Neither do I condemn you, the past is dead, 
snuffed out like a wick, forgotten.”   That is what is 
meant when one says that God has such a poor 
memory.  He only sees and knows the person 
actually in front of him at this moment. 

 
We will find a great deal of happiness and peace 

in our lives if, on the one hand, we can really grasp 
the attitude of God to the sinner, and if, on the 
other, we can make that attitude our own in our 
relationship with others. 
 

–The Liturgy Committee 
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MEMORY BOOKS 

for  
Fr . McGrath &  Fr . Fanelli 

 
 

 Thank you to everyone who contributed 
notes, pictures and memories to the Memory 
Books for Fr. Fanelli and Fr. McGrath.  If you 
did not get a chance to submit something, you 
can still do so.  There is a pile of paper on the 
tables at the back of the church.  Please take 
what you need and write a note of thanks, share 
a memory or two, and/or include pictures, and 
then drop them off in the folders on the same 
back tables by next weekend.  You may also 
drop them off at the church office during the 
week.  Thanks for all your contributions! 
 
 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 
by Bud Ozar  

 Jesus sent a strong message when he 
prevented the stoning of the woman.  It is wrong 
to correct another by verbally attacking and 
hurling insults.  A family must not be an arena 
of violence, but a refuge where we find love, 
acceptance, forgiveness and respect. 
 
 
The Farewell Receptions held last 
weekend for Fr. McGrath and 
Fr. Fanelli were a huge success.  
We would like to thank the 
parishioners who generously 
donated a great assortment of food 
for these receptions.  We would 
also like to thank the following people who 
helped in various ways:  Roger Dube, Kay 
McNamara, Jean McNamara, Helen Little, Mac 
McCarthy, Beverly Connors, Connie and Don 
Stark, Barbara and Frank McMahon, Denise 
Rioux, Josephine Picone, Rick, Molly and Sarah 
Hyman, Kerry, Alison, and Gregory Silva, 
Margaret Bennett and Family, Robin and Nick 
Duva and Family, Bonnie Szalay, Roch Girard, 
and others.  Lastly, we would like to express our 
appreciation to everyone who attended these 
receptions.  It was a wonderful display of the 
parish community we truly are. 
 

– The Hospitality Committee 

LIVING STATIONS 
 Our Living Stations Presentation will be on Good Friday, 
April 6 at 7:30 p.m. in the Church.  We have been blessed 
with some wonderful people who have helped make this an 
inspirational event in the past.  We’ re inviting you to become 
a part of the Living Stations of the Cross.  What a great way 
to share your time and talent this Lent.  If you would like to 
help with this spirit-filled dramatization, please contact either 
Phil Gosselin at 568-5001 or Sandy Bonfiglio at 633-3099. 
 

 Rehearsals for  the L iving Station will be held on 
Monday, April 2 and Wednesday, April 4 from 6:00 – 7:30 
p.m. each evening. 
 
 

 
 

 On April 5, Holy Thursday, we will be packing and 
delivering the Easter food boxes.  Our food bank shelves 
are fairly well stocked, but we are finding some areas rather 
sparse.  We are short of the following items: 
 

 Jello Cake Mix & Frosting 
 Canned Fruits Cereal 
 Pasta Peanut Butter 
 Potato Buds Spaghetti Sauce 
 

 HAMS (1, 3 & 5 pounds) 
 

If it is not convenient to bring your donations to church, 
please call Eleanor Domler at 569-5396 or Kay McNamara 
at 568-5650 to arrange for a pick-up.  Thank you for your 
continued support. 
 
 

EASTER FLOWERS 
Donations for Easter flowers made in memory of loved ones 
to decorate our altar and church in this beautiful season are 
now being accepted.  For your convenience, a donation 
envelope has been included with your weekly envelopes for 
March.  Please pr int the name(s) on your envelope and place 
it in the collection basket or send it to the rectory by Apr il 1.  
You may also print the name(s) on a piece of paper and put it 
in an envelope marked “Flower Fund.”  

 
 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
 The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, April 2 at 
1:00 p.m. in the church hall.  Our guest will be 
Jim Kate from the Town of East Hartford.  Mr. Kate will 
discuss the town’s recycling program and the proper way to 
recycle.  Refreshments will be served.  If you have any 
questions, please call Rose Yergeau at 568-4029. 


