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"He said to him, ®ly
son, you are here with
me always; everything
| have is yours. But
now we must celebrate
and rejoice, because
your brother was dead
and has come to life
again; he was lost and
has been found.©

March 18, 2007
Fourth Sunday of Lent

— Luke 15:31-32

Mass Intentions March 17 - 25, 2007

Saturday, March 17, 4:30 p.m.
RitaMeyer —In Memory of Her Birthday
(Daughter Carol)

Sunday, March 18, 8:00 a.m.
George Gardner — 10" Anniversary (Wife & Family)

Sunday, March 18, 10:30 a.m.
Bernard Corona— 25" Anniversary
and Antoinette Corona (Daughters)

Monday, March 19, 7:30 a.m.
Anthony Charles Berardone — 50 Day Anniversary
(Great Aunt Carolyn & Great Uncle Joe Kronen)

Tuesday, March 20, 7:30 a.m.
Bernard Corona— In Memory of His Birthday
and Antoinette Corona (Daughters)

Wednesday, March 21, 7:30 a.m.
Paul Franklin (Wife Claire)

Thursday, March 22, 7:30 a.m.
Gerry Martin (Wife Jan & Family)

Friday, March 23, 7:30 a.m.
Joe Batista (Mother & Family)

Saturday, March 24, 4:30 p.m.
Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family)

Sunday, March 25, 8:00 a.m.
Maria Luz (Daughters)

Sunday, March 25, 10:30 a.m.
Mark Tardiff (Family)

i SYMPATHY
Please pray for:
Agnes J. Kurnath

A TITHING PARISH
Actual Revenue (March 11): $7,089
Required Revenue (March 11): $ 8,913

Actual Revenue (YTD):  $79,609
Required Revenue (YTD): $89,130

GODSPEED,
FRS. FANELLI & McGRATH!

It is difficult to put into words our sentiments of
thanksgiving and gratitude to Fr. Fanelli and
Fr. McGrath for their close to 45 years of
combined service to the people of St
Christopher’s. Our thoughts as well turn to their
almost 110 years of combined priestly ministry to
the people of the Archdiocese of Hartford. Our
prayers and best wishes accompany them to their
new home at St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield.

Yoursin Christ,

Fr. Curran

FAREWELL RECEPTIONS

Farewell receptions are being held this weekend
in honor of Fr. McGrath and Fr. Fanelli. Everyoneis
invited to the Church Hall after all Masses for the
opportunity to speak with Fr. McGrath and Fr. Fanelli
and to enjoy some refreshments.

Those who wish to make a gift are invited to
consider doing so by a donation to the St. Christopher
School Endowment Fund.

NEW ADDRESS
Fr. McGrath and Fr. Fanelli are settling into their
new suites at St. Thomas Seminary. The new mailing
address for each of them is 467 Bloomfield Avenue,
Bloomfield, CT 06002.
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ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, April 2
a 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. Our guest will be
Jm Kate from the Town of East Hartford. Mr. Kate will
discuss the town'’s recycling program and the proper way
to recycle. Refreshments will be served. If you have any
guestions, please call Rose Y ergeau at 568-4029.

MEDAL OF APPRECIATION

This afternoon, Sunday, March 18, at 3:00 p.m. at the
Cathedral of St. Joseph, Archbishop Mansell will present
a St. Joseph Archdiocesan Medal of Appreciation to our
parishioner, Rita Schaefer. Rita's devotion and serviceto
our parish in a variety of significant ways over the years
makes her a most deserving recipient of this award. We
congratulate Rita and thank her for all her service to
St. Christopher’s.

fo e NEEDY

On April 5, Holy Thursday, we will be packing and
delivering the Easter food boxes. Our food bank shelves
are fairly well stocked, but we are finding some areas
rather sparse. We are short of the following items:

Baked Beans Cake Mix & Frosting
Canned Fruits Cereal

Pasta Peanut Butter

Potato Buds Spaghetti Sauce

HAMS (1, 3 & 5 pounds)

If it is not convenient to bring your donations to church,
please call Eleanor Domler at 569-5396 or Kay
McNamara at 568-5650 to arrange for a pick-up. Thank
you for your continued support.

In the United States, nearly 13% or 37
million Americans, including 1 in 6
children, live in a state of hunger, hardship
and poverty.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE by Bud Ozar
The older son in today® gospel thought he earned his
father®love by obeying al the rules. He didn®understand
a parent® love is not earned — it just isl This is the
sacramental dimension of parental love; it gives us a
glimpse of God® love for all His children. We are loved
because we are — not for what we do!
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CAUTION

Our daily Communicants are kindly

reminded to enter the parking area

slowly due to concerns over the safety

of our school children. Please avoid using the

driveways closest to the school. Thank for your

consideration in thisimportant safety matter.

A PRAYER ABOUT CHANGE

Dear God, here on earth you are
constantly seeking to change us. At
times we wish to flee into the
wilderness to avoid you. But let us
learn to love the lasting things of
heaven, rather than the dying things
of earth. We much accept that time
always brings change; and we pray
that by your grace, change within our
souls will make us worthy of your
heavenly kingdom. Amen.

— Alcuin of York
c. 730 - 804

_./[rscHooL NEws— >

BOTTLE & CAN DRIVE

St. Christopher School will be holding their next
bottle and can drive this Saturday, March 24. You
may bring your redeemables to the front of the
school from 8:00 am. — 12:00 noon. Note: Please
insure that the cans and bottles have been rinsed out
before dropping them off. Your support is greatly
appreciated.

ST. CHRISTOPHER SCHOOL’SAUCTION

St. Christopher School is proud to announce its
8" Annual Auction on Saturday, March 31, 2007 in
Murphy Hall at St. Christopher School. The fun
begins at 5:30 p.m. Ray Dunaway, half of WTIC
AM’s morning team, will be the guest auctioneer.
Thisis an adults-only event. The cost is $20.00 per
person (cost includes food and drinks). It's a great
night out. To make reservations or to get further
information, please see the enclosed flyer, or you
may call the school office at 568-4100.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Fourth Sunday of Lent —John 9:1-41

Lent is a time for renewal. Part of that renewal
requires that we become aware of the disorder, the
disharmony, the distortions in our life, in other words
to become aware of the areas of sinfulness, of the evil
in our behavior. We cannot change unless we are
first aware of what needs to be changed. Many of us
go through life not redly prepared to take a redly
objective look at the kind of people we are, although
we may spend a good deal of time being very aware
of what iswrong with others.

Once aware of the areas of our lives which are
ruled by negative forces like hate, anger, resentment,
greed, vindictiveness, injustice or violence we need to
repent. "Repent” in the Gospel calls not only for
expressions of regret and sorrow; it also demands a
radica change in my future behavior, a profound
change in the way we see God and people and other
things. It calls for a re-ordering of our relationships
with God, with Jesus, with other people and with
myself. It means a real turning round of our lives, a
real conversion.

In today’ s Mass, we have one of the most graphic
descriptions of Jesus — and therefore of God's —
thinking. We are confronted with the attitude of God
to the wrongdoer, his deep desire to forgive, that is, to
be totally reconciled with the one who has severed
relations with him.

The context of today's Gospel passage is
important.  Sinners and socia outcasts were “all
seeking the company of Jesus to hear what he had to
say.” The Pharisees and Scribes, who were the “good
and religious’ people, were shocked and disturbed.
“This man welcomes sinners and [even worse] eats
with them.” By their standards, a “good” person
avoids “bad company”. To be quite honest, don’t we
think the same? If so, then we are not thinking like
God or like Jesus.

Jesus answers the Pharisees by telling three
parables, only one of which — the third one —is given
in today’s Gospel. We normally call it the “Prodigal
Son” but, in fact, the emphasis is less on the son than
on the father, who clearly represents God and Jesus.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

No one can deny the appalling behavior of the
younger son. In taking the money at this early stage, it
was as if he was impatient for his father’s death. The
father has only one thought in his mind — how to get his
son to come back to where he belongs. The father does
not say: “This son has seriously offended me and
brought disgrace on our family. May he rot in hell!”
Instead, he says. “My son went away, islost and | want
so much to have him back.” And he stands at the door
of his house watching and waiting. His love for his
wayward son has not changed oneiota.

Eventually the son “came to his senses’ — he
realized the wrongness of what he had done. He
became aware of just how good his father had been.
The process of repentance had begun. He felt deeply
ashamed of his behavior and then, most significantly of
all, he turned round to make his way back to hisfather.

The father, for his part, runs out to meet him,
embraces him and brushes aside the carefully prepared
speech the son had prepared. Thisisforgiveness, thisis
reconciliation and, on the part of the son, this is
conversion, areal turning around of hislife and areturn
to where he ought to be.

All this, it is important to remember, is in response
to the comments of the Pharisees and Scribes about
Jesus mixing with sinners. This story reveals a picture
of a God which, on the one hand, many of us have not
yet fully accepted and, on the other, a way of behavior
that does not come easily to us in our own relationships
with others.

We thank God that we have a Lord who is so ready
to forgive and welcome us back again and again. But
we cannot stop there. We have to learn to act towards
others in the same way. “Forgive us our sins AS we
forgive those who sin against us.” We, too, need to see
the person in the here and now and not continue to
dredge up past hurts and resentments, anger and hatred.
By imitating Jesus more, we find that our relationships
improve. In so doing we are coming closer to having
the mind of Jesus but we are doing something else as
well. We will find that life will become a far more
peace-filled and harmonious experience. It is a perfect
win-win situation.

— The Liturgy Committee
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LIVING STATIONS

Our Living Stations Presentation will be on Good
Friday, April 6 at 7:30 p.m. in the Church. We have
been blessed with some wonderful people who have
helped make this an inspirational event in the past.
We're inviting you to become a part of the Living
Stations of the Cross. What a great way to share your
time and talent this Lent. If you would like to help with
this spirit-filled dramatization, please contact either Phil
Gosselin at 568-5001 or Sandy Bonfiglio at 633-3099.

Rehearsals for the Living Station will be held on
Monday, April 2 and Wednesday, April 4 from 6:00 —
7:30 p.m. each evening.

The Archbishop’'s Annua Appeal

GOD’S
wG LEJ‘

& % “ provides help to those in need! Your
Archbishops ~ ift to the Appeal brings the Gospel

Annual Appeal message to those in need by providing
fremioesrorm® - affordable housing, healthcare for the
uninsured and other much needed community
development initiatives. If you did not receive the 2007
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal mailing, have lost or
misplaced the pledge card and envelope that was
mailed to you at home, there are extra pledge cards and
envelopes at the entrances to the church. Thank you in
advance for your generosity and support.

EASTER FLOWERS

Donations for Easter flowers made in memory of loved
ones to decorate our altar and church in this beautiful
season are now being accepted. For your convenience,
a donation envelope has been included with your
weekly envelopes for March. Please print the name(s)
on your envelope and place it in the collection basket or
send it to the rectory by April 1. You may also print
the name(s) on a piece of paper and put it in an
envelope marked “Flower Fund.”

== BAPTISM

We welcome into our Christian community through the
holy of waters of baptism:

Scarlett Rose McKennie

daughter of Daniel and Carrie McKennie

CHILDREN'SLITURGY
This is a reminder that the next
Children’s Liturgy is being held at
the 10:30 am. Mass next Sunday,
March 25. Refreshments  will
follow in the Church Hall.

A
CATHOLIC CONCERNSDAY

The Roman Catholic Community is sponsoring its
Ninth Annual Catholic Concerns Day on Thursday,
March 22. Thisisour day at our State Capitol, united
as Catholics, uniting the laity with our bishops, clergy
and religious.

The day begins with a Prayer Service at the
Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Hartford at 9:30 am.,
followed by a procession to the Capitol at 10:30 am.
and meetings with legislators at 11:30 - 2:00 p.m. in
the Legidative Office Building.

Your legislators have aso been invited to attend
these events. Please cal ahead for an appointment
with your legislators between 11:30 am. — 2:00 p.m.,
and encourage them to save the date by calling them
at:

Senate Democrats: 1-800-842-1420
Senate Republicans: 1-800-842-1421
House Democrats. 1-800-842-1902
House Republicans. 1-800-842-1423

Shuttle buses will be available from off-site
parking at St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield for
travel to the Cathedral from 8:00 — 9:00 am. Buses
will aso be available for travel to the Capitol and
back to the parking area. The last bus pickup to St.
Thomas Seminary will be at 2:00 p.m. For more
information, call the Connecticut Catholic Conference
at (860) 524-7882.

YOUth Ministry

Youth Ministry will be holding their annual Spring
retreat the weekend of April 27 — 29. This year's
theme is myplace.com. Any high school student may
attend, however, the students currently enrolled in the
Confirmation program have first priority. Spaces are
limited. To reserve your spot, please call the Youth
Ministry office at 895-8692.



