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Suffering and the Christian

Suffering can come to us in many forms, physical
suffering, emotional suffering, psychological suffering.
Often when we suffer we can feel isolated and alone. We
know that Jesus himself suffered, that he cried out to God
in his suffering, and that his prayer was heard. As the
Psalmist records, “The Lord has heard my plea; the Lord
will accept my prayer” (Psalm 6). When we suffer the
Lord invites us to turn to him. When family members or
friends are suffering we can stand by them and share their
sufferings. That is what the word com-passion means, to
suffer with. The Lord's Easter Resurrection shows us
that even our suffering can have meaning when it is borne
in faith and love. Indeed, it was through his Passion,
Death and Resurrection that God saved the world!

A Blessed Lent,

Fr. Curran
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While he was il

speaking, a cloud came
and cast a shadow over
them, and they became
frightened when they
entered the cloud. Then
from the cloud came a
voice that said, "This is
my chosen Son; listen
to him."

March 4, 2007
Second Sunday of Lent

—Luke 9:34-35

Mass Intentions March 4 - 11, 2007

Saturday, March 3, 4:30 p.m.
Marianne Thibodeau
(Sster & Brother-in-Law,
Omerine and Elmer Gendreau)

Sunday, March 4, 8:00 a.m.
Cecile Lemieux (The Guerin Family)

Sunday, March 4, 10:30 a.m.
Howard Furlong, Jr. — 3" Anniversary
(Wife & Family)

Monday, March 5, 7:30 a.m.
Theresa Marino (Gennaro Viglione)

Tuesday, March 6, 7:30 a.m.
Joe Batista (Mother & Family)

Wednesday, March 7, 7:30 a.m.
Tina Dudek (Jean Walker)

Thursday, March 8, 7:30 am.
Paul Franklin (Wife Claire)

Friday, March 9, 7:30 am.
Theresa Marino (Jean Walker)

Saturday, March 10, 4:30 p.m.
Dennis Daigle (Mom, Dad & Family)

Sunday, March 11, 8:00 a.m.
Manuel Machado (Wife, Daughter & Son-in-Law)

Sunday, March 11, 10:30 a.m.
Joe Batista (Mother & Family)

o sreessssssiny
. SYMPATHY |
Please pray for:

Sgt. Richard L. Ford
Pauline Sauve

A TITHING PARISH

Actual Revenue (February 25):  $6,885
Required Revenue (February 25): $ 8,913

Actual Revenue (YTD): $63,211
Required Revenue (YTD): $71,304
G GOD’'S By

45y,
This weekend, in every & ' %
parish of the Archdiocese, is Archbishop’s

the “kickoff” of the 2007  Annual Appeal
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal.

Last year, because of the overwhelming
generosity of the parishioners of the Archdiocese of
Hartford, more than $9 million dollars was
contributed to the Archbishop’'s Annual Appeal.
Thousands of people were able to receive assistance
to cope with the challenges of life. Thanks to you
and your generosity, lives were changed. So many
have a brighter future because of your generosity.

ARCHDIOCESE OF HARTFORD

We do, however, have much more to do. Your
charitable gift to the Appeal — 100 percent of it —
supports vital ministries where they are needed
most throughout the Archdiocese of Hartford. The
hungry, the homeless, the uninsured sick, the
elderly, immigrants, retired priests, children and
adults who have yet to learn the faith, struggling
families — all of these people, our neighbors —
benefit from your gift. You are helping to change
lives forever in dramatic and meaningful ways.

Soon you will receive a letter from Archbishop
Mansell asking for your support to nourish the
many ministries, programs and services that change
lives in our Archdiocese. Please respond as
generously as possible.

Thank you!
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RETIREMENT MOVES

The newly renovated residence for retired priests at St.
Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield was dedicated by
Archbishop Mansell on February 20. The residence
includes 16 comfortable, attractive two-room apartments.
There is adso a small chapel (in addition to the main
seminary chapel) and a lounge area. The residence offers
food and housekeeping services, the use of the Seminary
library, and participation in various programs held at the
Seminary.

Fr. McGrath and | will be moving to the new residence
on March 14. On our last weekend at St. Christopher’s,
March 17-18, a reception with light refreshments will be
held in the Church Hall after all Masses.

We know that after so many years with you, the change
will be a difficult one for us. We aso know that whatever
benefits the new residence offers, they cannot compare
with the kindness, love and support that we have always
received from the good people of St. Christopher’s. For all
that we will always be deeply grateful.

—Fr. McGrath & Fr. Fanelli

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
Come and Meet our New Pastor!

The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, March 5
at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. Our specia guest will be
Fr. Vincent Curran. We look forward to Fr. Curran joining
us, and we're pleased for the opportunity to get to know
him better and for him to get to know us better. Members
are asked to wear their name badges. Refreshments will
be served. If you have any questions, please call Rose
Y ergeau at 568-4029.

Reminder: In an effort to ease the congestion in the
parking lot at the time that school parents are picking up
their children, Social Club members, who do not require
use of the handicap spaces, are asked to park in the area at
the back of the church. Thank you for your cooperation.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar

It© easy to sleep-walk through a day, going from one
task to another. Today® gospel says the apostles
recognized God® presence only when they were "totally
awake." This Lent spend a few minutes each day "fully
awake", appreciating God® presence in your family. Like
the apostles you will say: "It isgood for usto be here."

CATHOLIC CONCERNSDAY

The Roman Catholic Community is
sponsoring its Ninth Annua Catholic Concerns
Day on Thursday, March 22. This is our day at
our State Capitol, united as Catholics, uniting the
laity with our bishops, clergy and religious.

The day begins with a Prayer Service at the
Cathedral of Saint Joseph in Hartford at 9:30 am.,
followed by a procession to the Capitol at 10:30
am. and meetings with legislators at 11:30 - 2:00
p.m. in the Legidlative Office Building.

Your legislators have also been invited to
attend these events. Please call ahead for an
appointment with your legislators between 11:30
am. — 2:00 p.m., and encourage them to save the
date by calling them at:

Senate Democrats. 1-800-842-1420
Senate Republicans. 1-800-842-1421
House Democrats. 1-800-842-1902
House Republicans: 1-800-842-1423

Shuttle buses will be available from off-site
parking at St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield for
travel to the Cathedral from 8:00 — 9:00 am.
Buses will also be available for travel to the
Capitol and back to the parking area. The last bus
pickup to St. Thomas Seminary will be at 2:00
p.m. For more information, call the Connecticut
Catholic Conference at (860) 524-7882.

St. Christopher School will hold its 8" Annual
Auction on Saturday, March 31, in Murphy Hall
at St. Christopher School. If history repeats itself,
the evening will be a good time for al with fine
food, drink, and lots of great items to bid on
during both the live and silent auctions. Thisisan
adults-only event. For more information or to
make reservations, please see the flyer in this
weekend's Bulletin, or you may cal Carol
Jablonski at 568-4126. Don’'t miss the fun!

THANK YOU
We thank everyone who came to
the Friendly’s “Family Fun
Night” this past Wednesday
evening in support of our Youth
Ministry Program.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Second Sunday of Lent
Luke 9:28b - 36

We are faced in today’s readings with a paradox
of our Christian faith — we belong here and we do not
belong here. Itisinthisworld and through this world
that we are to find our God. Yet, this is not our
permanent home. We are pilgrims on a journey to a
more permanent dwelling place, a place of total union
with our God of Truth and Love. That is the goal of
living and we need to keep it constantly before our
eyes. It is so easy to get obsessed with things on the
way: our career, our financial security, the education
of our children, the house we want in some desirable
area... These are mere stepping stones to a life
beyond. We must not, like Lot's wife, look back
nostalgically at the past and become petrified into
stone.

Luke today gives the story of the Transfiguration,
a story that can be found aso in Mark and Matthew.
Three of Jesus most intimate disciples are brought to
“the mountain”. We do not know which mountain
but, in general, mountains in Scripture are holy
places, places where God is especialy felt to be
present. Peter, James and John have an experience of
Jesus totally transformed in his appearance. The light
of God shines through him.  Suddenly he is
accompanied by Moses and Elijah, two pillars of the
Hebrew Testament, representing the Law and the
Prophets, the whole Jewish tradition. Luke says they
spoke with Jesus of his coming experiences in
Jerusalem. What is obviously implied is that Moses
and Elijah fully recognized what would happen to
Jesus as totally in conformity with the tradition they
represented.

Then a cloud came and covered them with a
shadow and “the disciples were afraid.” This was no
morning mist! They recognized the cloud
immediately as the close presence of God himself.
And they heard God speak from the cloud: “This is
my Son, the Chosen One. Listento him.” First, there
was the support of Moses and Elijah and now Jesus
gets the solemn endorsement of the Father himself.
“Listen to him.” They are being told to remember the
words Jesus just told them about the Messiah, who

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)

would be rejected, suffer and die shamefully. If they
cannot understand and accept those words, they do
not know the real Jesus, they cannot be his disciples.
As Jesus will say later, “A grain of wheat remains no
more than a single grain unless it is dropped into the
ground and dies.” The suffering and death of Jesus
are the seeds of new lifefor all of us.

There is still one thing we need to consider and
that is how these Lenten readings are to touch our
own lives. The key linking the First Reading and the
Gospel is the passage from the Letter to the
Philippians in the Second Reading.

The transformation or transfiguration of Jesus that
the disciples experienced was not simply something
they were to see and experience as happening to him
alone. It was also an invitation for them (and us) to
undergo a transformation and transfiguration of their
own.

Paul says in today® reading, "For us, our
homeland is in heaven', that is, the goa and
destination of our life isto be one with God. Thereis
no other goa. "And from heaven [i.e. from God]
comes the Savior we are waiting for, the Lord Jesus
Christ, and he will transfigure these wretched bodies
of ours into copies of his glorious body. He will do
that by the same power with which he can subdue the
whole universe"

How is that transformation or transfiguration to
take place? By listening to Jesus, listening to al that
he invites us to be and to do, however much it may
seem to go against the conventions we were brought
up on. It means especidly listening to those words
which caused such difficulty for Peter and his
companions and integrating them into our own vision
of life. It means having a total trust in walking his
Way, a total trust that only his Way brings me into
full union with God, the source of al Truth, Love,
Happiness and Peace.

— The Liturgy Committee
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PARISH MISSION AT
CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOSEPH
A Parish Mission will be held at the Cathedra of
St. Joseph, 140 Farmington Avenue in Hartford, on the
following Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. (Doors open at 6:30
for meditation.)

March 6 — Fr. Joseph Donnelly — The Gospel of
Luke

March 13 — Fr. Michael Whyte — Living the Cross
in the Ordinariness of Life

March 20 — Msgr. David Liptak — Mary, the Priest,
and Pastoral Practice

March 27 — Fr. James Kinnane — Christianity: Our
Counter-Culture Religion

Sacrament of Reconciliation will follow the

presentation on March 27.

Attended parking is available each evening. For more
information, please call 249-8431.

SUMMER INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY

Catholics between the ages 18-30 are eligible to apply
for a National Catholic Campaign for Human
Development summer social justice internship with the
Office of Urban Affairs of the Archdiocese of Hartford
(OUA) for 2007. The internship will require 30 hours of
work for 10 weeks at OUA’s New Haven office with a
stipend of $3,000 to be provided. Low-income applicants
are especialy encouraged to apply, but others are also
welcome. The person who is hired will travel to the
offices of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops in Washington, D.C. for an all-expense-paid
orientation provided by the Catholic Campaign for
Human Development. Applications are due by April 1.
For a job description and an application, please call (203)
777-7279 or send an e-mail to oua@oua-adh.org.

LIVING STATIONS
Our Living Stations Presentation will be on Good
Friday, April 6 a 7:30 p.m. in the Church. We have been
blessed with some wonderful people who have helped
make this an inspirational event in the past. We're
inviting you to become a part of the Living Stations of the
Cross. What a great way to share your time and talent this
Lent.
If you would like to help with this spirit-filled
dramatization, please contact either Phil Gosselin at
568-5001 or Sandy Bonfiglio at 633-3099.

RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION FOR ADULTS
(RCIA)

Our candidate, Amy Penikas, has

completed the formation phase of

RCIA through catechesis and liturgy
and has entered the Period of Purification and
Enlightenment, the six weeks of Lent during which
Amy makes her final spiritual preparation for her
initiation at Easter. Her final preparation began with
the Rite of Sending which took place at the 10:30
Mass last weekend, when we conveyed our support
and prayers to Amy before she was sent to the
Archbishop for recognition at a Rite of Election
ceremony held last Sunday at the Cathedral of St.
Joseph. This weekend at the 10:30 Mass will be the
Presentation of the Creed where the Church will hand
over her statement of Belief to Amy. Having
received that statement of belief, she will ritually
demonstrate that she has made it her own by giving it
back to the assembled church at the Easter Vigil.
Please pray for our candidate, Amy, as she joinsusin
prayerfully preparing for full initiation at the Easter
Vigil.

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASSES
Confirmation classes for adults aged 18 or older,
baptized Catholic and have made their First
Communion, will be held at the Office of Religious
Education at St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield.
The classes will meet from 7:00 — 9:00 p.m. on the
following six Tuesdays: April 3, 10, 17, 24; May 1, 8.

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated
at the Cathedral of St. Joseph on Monday, May 21,
2007 a 7:30 p.m., with registration/rehearsal
beginning that evening at 6:30 p.m.

Classes are also being held on Wednesday nights
a St. Isaac Jogues in East Hartford (in Spanish)
beginning April 4 and on Thursday nights at St. Joan
of Arc in Hamden beginning March 29.

If you are interested in participating in any of
these classes, please call St. Christopher’s Rectory at
568-5240 to obtain an information sheet that must be
sent in prior to the first day of class. Thereis a $15
fee to cover the cost of the books. Questions may
aso be answered by caling Mary Marsan,
Archdiocesan Coordinator of Adult Education, at
(860) 243-9465, ext. 14.




