SAINT CHRISTOPHER CHURCH

538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT 06118
Tel: (860) 568-5240 Fax: (860) 568-0673

E-malil: stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net

Website: www.stchris-eh.org

February 25, 2007

How Can | Grow Closer to God?

A great way to approach our celebration and the
living out of this Lenten Season isto ask ourselves, “in
what practical ways can | grow closer to the Lord?’
Perhaps this will lead you to attend a weekday Mass,
perhaps it will be to ponder on selected Scripture
passages, perhaps it will lead you to return to the

Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Perhaps growing closer

to God will lead you to be more patient and loving

with your spouse or children.

Making small, daily efforts to be better Christians
can be a great way to prepare for our Lord's Easter

Rising!

Yoursin Christ,

Fr. Curran
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February 25, 2007
First Sunday of Lent

Filled with the Holy
Spirit, Jesus returned
from the Jordan and
was led by the Spirit
into the desert for forty
days, to be tempted by
the devil. He ate
nothing during those
days, and when they
were over he was
hungry.

—Luke 4:1-2

- February 24 —March 4, 2007

Saturday, February 24, 4:30 p.m.
Kathleen McMahon
(The Garabedian Family)

Sunday, February 25, 8:00 a.m.
Maria Luz (Daughters)

Sunday, February 25, 10:30 a.m.
Florence Burby — 1% Anniverary
(Mary Wildman)

Monday, February 26, 7:30 a.m.
Theresa Marino (Gennaro Viglione)

Tuesday, February 27, 7:30 a.m.
Joe Batista (Mother & Family)

Thursday, March 1, 7:30 a.m.
Theresa Marino (Jean Walker)

Friday, March 2, 7:30 a.m.
Corrado Sessa— 5" Anniversary (Wife Maria)

Saturday, March 3, 4:30 p.m.
Marianne Thibodeau
(Sster & Brother-in-Law,
Omerine and Elmer Gendreau)

Sunday, March 4, 8:00 a.m.
Cecile Lemieux (The Guerin Family)

Sunday, March 4, 10:30 a.m.
Howard Furlong, Jr. — 3™ Anniversary
(Wife & Family)

Please pray for:

Joan Dahlquist
(sister of Sally Labieniec)

A TITHING PARISH

Actua Revenue (February 18):  $7,691
Required Revenue (February 18): $8,913

Actua Revenue (YTD): $ 56,326
Required Revenue (YTD): $62,391

Thank you for your support and generosity
to our parish! Your support enables us as
a parish family to educate our children and
young people in the faith, to reach out to
our sick and homebound parishioners with
the Sacraments and hope, and enables us
to worship Christ as a people of prayer.

God Bless You!

Fr. Curran

FOUR QUADRANTS OF STEWARDSHIP
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AWARD OF ST. JOSEPH MEDAL

Each year the Archdiocese awards the St. Joseph
Archdiocesan Medal of Appreciation to a deserving
person or couple from each parish. The
qualifications set forth by Archbishop Henry
Mansell require that the nominees must be 50 years
of age or older, and must have shown particular
devotion and service to the parish over a period of
years.

This year the Archbishop has named
Rita Schaefer as the recipient from our parish. Her
devotion and service to the parish have been shown
over many years in a variety of significant ways.
Rita

has laundered all the linens used at Mass (altar
cloths, purificators, finger towels, corporals and
albs) ever since the church opened in 1955.

was a member of the Ladies Guild since its
formation, serving several times as its president.

has served as a member of the Parish Council,
the Altar Committee, the Choair, the Collection
Counters and the Adult Socia Club.

Asisclear, Ritais amost deserving recipient of the
Meda of Appreciation. We congratulate Rita and
thank her for all her service to St. Christopher’s.
The awards will be presented to the recipients by
Archbishop Mansell at a ceremony at the Cathedral
on Sunday, March 18 at 3:00 p.m. All areinvited.

CONSIDERING ADOPTION?

Catholic Charities, Inc. is a nonprofit
agency that has worked with families to
place children in adoptive homes for
over eighty-five years. The agency is
looking for flexible and nurturing
families who can open their hearts and homes to an
infant. If you would like to learn more about
adoption, an informational meeting will be held on
Wednesday, March 21 at Catholic Charities, 56
Church Street in Waterbury beginning at 6:30 PM
until 8:30 PM.

Please call Mary-Beth Dobmeier at 860-257-
4335 in the Rocky Hill office to register or to get
more information. Fees for the adoption program
are calculated on adliding scale. Thereisno charge
for the informational meeting.

FUNDRAISING EVENT
“Friendly’s Fun Night”

The “Friendly’s Fun Night”
event that was originally scheduled
for February 14 had to be
rescheduled due to the snow and ice
storm that hit Connecticut that

evening. The event has been rescheduled for
Wednesday, February 28, from 5:00 — 8:00 p.m. at
the Friendly’s Restaurant, 2954 Main Street in
Glastonbury. 10% of the profit made between these
times will go to our Youth Ministry program. Enjoy a
night out with your family while helping the teens of
our parish to attend the upcoming New England
Catholic Youth Conference in New Hampshire. We
thank you for you continuous support.

SCHOLARSHIPS

The Catholic Graduates Club of Greater Hartford,
Inc. will award two scholarships of $1,000 each to
Catholic students who are high school seniors and who
plan to attend a four-year college in the fall of 2007.
The applicants must reside in Hartford County.
Students are chosen on the basis of financial need,
scholarship, character, leadership and achievement.

Information can be obtained by contacting guidance
counselors or principals in area high schools. If the
local school does not have this information available, it
may be obtained by writing to:

The Catholic Graduates Club of Greater Hartford
Attn: Scholarship Chairperson

P.O. Box 1501

Hartford, CT 06144-1501

Deadline for submittal of scholarship applications is
March 15, 2007.

LIVING STATIONS

Our Living Stations Presentation will be on Good
Friday, April 6 at 7:30 p.m. in the Church. We have
been blessed with some wonderful people who have
helped make this an inspirational event in the past.
We're inviting you to become a part of the Living
Stations of the Cross. What a great way to share your
time and talent this Lent.

If you would like to help with this spirit-filled
dramatization, please contact either Phil Gosselin at
568-5001 or Sandy Bonfiglio at 633-3099.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
First Sunday of Lent
Luke4:1- 13

We have now entered the great season of Lent. For
those who are old enough to remember, Lent in the past
was not, in some respects, a time we looked forward to.
Fasting and abstinence, not to mention other forms of
penance, were in force and it was a serious business.
Easter was looked forward to with real anticipation.
Our attitudes to Lent tended to be on the gloomy and
negative side. Perhaps nowadays we have gone to the
other extreme where Lent hardly means anything at al.
“You mean Lent has started already. Really, | had no
ideal Easter will be on top of us before we know where
we are and | haven’t bought a thing!”

Yet Lent has always been one of the key periods of
the Church year and it would be a great pity if we were
to forget its real meaning. In fact, that is what we ask
for in the Opening Prayer just before we sit down to
listen to the readings. “Father, through our observance
of Lent, help us to understand the meaning of your
Son’'s death and resurrection and teach us to reflect it
in our lives” Redly, the whole purpose of Lent is
beautifully summarized in that prayer — to understand
the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus and to live
that out in our own lives.

The period of Lent is six weeks to help us do
precisely that. The Church provides Lent almost like
an annual retreat, a time for deepening the
understanding of our Christian faith, a time for
reflection and renewal, atime to make a fresh start.

It was a pious custom in the past for people, as part
of their Lenten observance to go to Mass every day
during this time. This is even more meaningful now
since the Second Vatican Council and the reformation
of the liturgy, because we are provided with a
magnificent set of Scripture readings from both the
Hebrew (Old) and Christian (New) Testaments every
day during the Lenten season.

In the First Reading of today’s Mass, Moses speaks
to the Israglites at the end of their forty years wandering
in the desert and he prepares them for their new life in
the Promised Land. That is what the Lenten season is
meant to do for us also.

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)

Traditionally on this First Sunday of Lent the
Gospel speaks of the temptations of Jesus in the
desert. Jesus has just completed his forty days of
preparation in the desert and he now faces one more
test before he begins his mission. This incident takes
place between the baptism of Jesus and the start of his
public mission, beginning (in Luke's gospel) at
Nazareth.

The first temptation (to change stones into bread)
and the third (to jump from the top of the Temple) try
to turn Jesus away from his role as the Servant-
Messiah to become an eye-catching, self-serving
superstar. “Follow me because | am the greatest.”
The second temptation (to worship the devil who can
give power and wealth) tries to entice Jesus away
from the true direction of all human living - the love
and service of God and his creation. He is being
lured from setting up a Kingdom of love and service
to controlling an empire of minions.

We might note that Luke reverses the second and
third temptations from Matthew’s version in order to
make Jerusalem the climax of the temptations just as
itisthefinal destiny of Jesus' mission and the starting
point for the Church.

Let us not overlook our Gospel’s final sentence:
“The devil left him to return at the appointed time.”
The battle with evil was not over for Jesus. It will
occur again and again at various stages in his life,
right up to and especially at those last hours in the
garden and on the Cross.

For us, too, the battle against evil never stops.
The selfishness, the greed, the anger and hostility, the
jealousy and resentment, above all the desire to have
rather than to share, to control rather than to serve
will continually dog us. We and our children are
caught up in the competitive rat race without even
knowing it.

(To seethisentire reflection, go to:

http://www.sacredspace.ie/livingspace/
SundayArchive/C-Lent1.htm)

— The Liturgy Committee
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SPAGHETTI DINNER

The East Catholic Girl’s Softball

Team will be hosting a Spaghetti Dinner

in the East Catholic High School cafeteria

on Saturday, March 3 from 5:00 — 8:00 p.m.

Donation is $10.00 for adults and $6.00 for

children 12 and under. Tickets are available at

the door. The East Catholic Girl’s Softball Team
appreciates your support.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB
Come and Meet our New Pastor!

The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday,
March 5 at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. Our specid
guest will be Fr. Vincent Curran. We look forward to
Fr. Curran joining us, and we're pleased for the
opportunity to get to know him better and for him to
get to know us better. Refreshments will be served.
If you have any questions, please call Rose Y ergeau
at 568-4029.

FREE CAREGIVER SEMINAR

Saint Mary Home in West Hartford invites you to
a free Caregiver Seminar on The Use of Technology
to Help Seniors Remain Independent and Age in
Place.  You will learn how today’s *“smart”
technologies are being used to help seniors to
continue to live independently in their own homes.
This seminar will be held in the Auditorium at Saint
Mary Home, 291 Steele Road in West Hartford on
Wednesday, March 14 (snow date is March 21) from
6:00 PM to 7:30 PM. Light refreshments will be
served.

Saint Mary Home, through its Adult Day Care
Program, will offer eldercare providers with a
program to keep your loved ones entertained while
you attend this seminar.

Space is limited, so don’t delay. Call their voice
mail registration line at 860-570-8347 to register. To
take advantage of their free-seminar Adult Day Care
Program while you attend this seminar, please let
them know when you reserve your space. For further
information, please call 860-570-8210.

DIACONATE FORMATION

The Archdiocesan Office of Diaconate
Formation is now preparing to admit a new class of
candidates for the Diaconate in the Fall of 2007.
Any Catholic man between the ages of 35 and 60
who may be interested in the Diaconate is
encouraged to speak to Fr. Curran. Two inquiry
sessions will be held at Sacred Heart Church in
Bloomfield on Sunday, March 11 and Sunday,
March 25, from 2:00 — 4:00 p.m. Both sessions
must be attended, and spouses must also attend.
Please call the Archdiocesan Office at (860) 243-
1448 no later than March 7 in order to pre-register.

If anyone would like to know more about
becoming a deacon, please feel free to call our own
Deacon Bill Gilles at 633-8997 (Monday, Friday,
evenings and weekends) or 277-9052 (Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday).

“NEW DAY” PROGRAM
A Journey from Grief to Healing

Grieving the loss of a loved one is

one of the most emotional and

traumatic events we experience in

life. By finding healthy ways to

manage and face our grief, over time, we can accept
the loss and continue to live.

“New Day” is a 9-week program for those who
have lost a loved one in death. It is atime to come
together to pray, to understand the grieving process
and to experience the support of a caring
community.

The sessions will be on Monday evenings
starting
March 5 and will take place in the Parish Center
beginning at 6:30 p.m. For more information
and/or to register, please contact Toni Amberg, our
Bereavement Coordinator, at 568-9069.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar

The devil tempted Jesus to ignore his Father and
to rely on his own abilities (possessions, fame and
power). We face the same temptations if we think
we earned our blessings. Jesus teaches us to
recognize God® protection and love as the source of
our blessings and warns not to "put the Lord, your
God, to the test.”



