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February 18, 2007 
 

Fr . Curran says, “ Thank you!”  
 

 
To the People of St. Christopher Church and Parish 
School, 
 
My sincere thanks for the warm welcome you gave to me 
last weekend!  If I didn’ t get a chance to meet you, I look 
forward to meeting you soon.  A special thanks to Fr. 
Fanelli and Fr. McGrath whose welcome could not have 
been more hospitable.  Thanks as well to Deacon Gilles 
and to all our Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers and Servers 
and to our Ministers of Music who made my first Sunday 
in our parish so memorable.  I am also appreciative of 
the members of the Hospitality Committee who 
organized and planned the welcome receptions after our 
Masses. 
 
As I begin my time here at St. Christopher’s I look 
forward to getting to know you better.  As we enter into 
the Sacred Season of Lent I pray that together we may 
grow as a parish family centered upon our worship and 
service of Christ Jesus. 
 
Assuring you of my prayers, 
 
Fr. Curran 

 
 
PRIESTS 

Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor 
Rev. William E. McGrath, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. James G. Fanelli, Pastor Emeritus 
 
DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR 
William Gilles – 633-8997 
 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
Kay McNamara 
Stephen Kleva 
 
PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Francis Vignati – 569-4677 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
Michael Munley – 683-8594 
 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Bonnie Szalay – 568-5240 
 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mrs. Kathleen Madej – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Karen Santacross – 568-4975 
 
SCHOOL SECRETARY 
Audrey Bjorkman – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT 
Llewellyn Priest – 569-0087 
 
HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. CO-PRESIDENTS 
Cynnamon Hebert – 568-7501 
Lynne Cote – 461-2683 
 
SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 
www.saintchristopherschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sandra Bonfiglio & Martha Gaudreau – 895-8692 
 
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
Toni Amberg – 568-9069 
 
PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT 
Dianne Rumsey 
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
Roger Dube 
 
MASSES 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Monday – Friday:  7:30 AM 
Holy Days:  As announced in the preceding 
Sunday Bulletin 
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday afternoon:  3:15 – 4:00 PM 
or Anytime by appointment 
 
PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
BAPTISMS 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
MARRIAGES 
Please contact Parish Priest at least six months in 
advance at 568-5240 
 
MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST 
(From Bridge Counseling Center) 
Colleen Murphy – 568-0115 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE 
Sue Sadolfo – 568-4373 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE 
Bev Connors – 432-1530 or 966-1388 
 
COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK 
Eleanor Domler – 569-7396 
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    February 17 - 25, 2007 
 
 

 

Saturday, February 17, 4:30 p.m. 
Lucy Conti – 13th Anniversary 

(Family) 
 

Sunday, February 18, 8:00 a.m. 
Gladys Sopczak 

(Connie Catalano) 
 

Sunday, February 19, 10:30 a.m. 
Edward Balda – 12th Anniversary 

(Family) 
 

Tuesday, February 20, 7:30 a.m. 
Paul Franklin 
(Wife Claire) 

 

Wednesday, February 21, 7:30 a.m. 
Sebastano Accaputo – 10th Anniversary 

(Wife & Children) 
 

Thursday, February 22, 7:30 a.m. 
Special Intention for Walter Rimkunas 

(Barbara & Val Povinelli) 
 

Saturday, February 24, 4:30 p.m. 
Kathleen McMahon 

(The Garabedian Family) 
 

Sunday, February 25, 8:00 a.m. 
Maria Luz (Daughters) 

 

Sunday, February 25, 10:30 a.m. 
Florence Burby – 1st Anniverary 

(Mary Wildman) 
 

 
 

A TITHING PARISH 
 
 

Weekly Collection (February 11): 
 
 

  Adults: $ 8,817 
  Children: $        3 
  Total: $ 8,820 
 

 Same Sunday in 2006: $ 8,575 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Ash Wednesday – February 21 
 

                  Masses: 7:30 a.m. & 5:00 p.m. 
       Prayer Service: 12:00 noon 

 

Ashes will be distributed at the Masses and at 
the Prayer Service. 
 
 

Daily Mass Dur ing Lent 
 

A daily Mass will be celebrated Monday 
through Friday at 7:30 a.m.  This is a great 
way to draw closer to our Eucharistic Lord.  
Come, join us! 
 
 

Lenten Regulations 
 

 The Church gives us the following 
regulations for the Lenten Season. Fasting is 
required for those 18-59 years of age on Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday.  Fasting means 
eating only one full meal and two light meals.  
Eating between meals is not permitted, 
although liquids may be taken at anytime.  
Abstinence from meat is required on all 
Fridays during Lent for those 14 years of age 
and older.  Abstinence means not eating meat 
at all during the day. 
 
 

February 18, 2007 
Seventh Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

"Give and gifts will be 
given to you; a good 
measure, packed 
together, shaken down, 
and overflowing, will 
be poured into your 
lap. For the measure 
with which you 
measure will in return 
be measured out to 
you." 

– Luke 6:38 
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PARISH COUNCIL 
 The purpose of the Parish Council is to advise the 
pastor on present and future developments in the parish 
community, to assist the pastor as an instrument for 
sharing the mission of Jesus and to set an example of 
unity and cooperation as a Christian Community.  The 
current members of the Parish Council are:  Frank 
Vignati, Jr., Toni Amberg, Bev Connors, Scott Gay, Bill 
Gilles, Roch Girard, Steve Kleva, Kay McNamara and 
Laurie Janecko. 
 The Parish Council meets once per month.  It is a 
great way to use your time and talent.  Our next meeting 
is on Tuesday, February 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the school 
library.  Why not plan on attending?  All members of the 
parish are always welcome. 
 
 

 

RICE BOWLS 
 Operation Rice Bowl, sponsored by Catholic Relief 
Services, is once again a feature of our parish Lenten 
observance.  It is a wonderful way for the whole family to 
foster a Lenten spirit, through the personal stories of 
people around the world who are served by Catholic 
Relief Services. 
 The Home Calendar Guide is particularly helpful.  It 
provides examples from six countries, offers recipes for 
simple meals to help us be more aware of the needs of the 
poor and encourage some daily financial sacrifice.  This 
is an excellent way for children to grow a spirit of 
outreach and service – a true global solidarity with our 
brothers and sisters in other nations. 
 Copies of the Home Calendar are in the Bulletin.  The 
Rice Bowls are on the tables at the church entrance. 
 

 
 

 
 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
Come and Meet our  New Pastor ! 

 The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, March 5 
at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall.  Our special guest will be 
Fr. Vincent Curran.  We look forward to Fr. Curran 
joining us, and we’ re pleased for the opportunity to get to 
know him better and for him to get to know us better.  
Refreshments will be served.  If you have any questions, 
please call Rose Yergeau at 568-4029. 

 
 

We welcome into our Christian community 
through the holy of waters of baptism: 

 

Dominick Daniel LaDuca, Jr . 
 

son of Daniel and Cynthia LaDuca 
 
 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 
by Bud Ozar  

 In today©s gospel Jesus warns about judging 
and condemning.  Children are watching us; they 
will imitate this negative behavior.  However, if 
you are forgiving and generous, children will 
imitate this positive behavior and your family will 
experience "gifts packed together, shaken down 
and overflowing."  That©s a peaceful home. 

 
 

 
 

St. Chr istopher  School Presents 
Our  8th Annual Auction 

 

Lights!  Camera!  Auction!  
 

with WTIC’s Ray Dunaway as Guest 
Auctioneer  

 

St. Christopher School is proud to announce its 8th 
Annual Auction on Saturday, March 31, 2007 in 
Murphy Hall at St. Christopher School.  Once 
again, we will have half of WTIC AM’s morning 
team, Ray Dunaway as guest auctioneer.  If 
history repeats itself, there will be a good time for 
all with fine food, drink, and lots of great items to 
bid on during both the live and silent auctions.  
You’ ll be able to find vacation getaways, a ride in 
a hot air balloon, autographed sports photos, gift 
certificates to stores and restaurants, tickets to 
sporting events, and much, much more.  So, mark 
your calendar now and don’ t miss out on the fun! 
 This is an adults-only event.  The cost is 
$20.00 per person (cost includes food and drinks).  
There will also be a 50/50 raffle and our popular 
$10 Mystery Auction.  It’ s a great night out.  For 
reservations or if you have a business that would 
like to advertise in our catalogue, please call 
Carol Jablonski at 568-4126. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 6:27-38 
 

In today’s Gospel reading we hear Jesus telling us 
to, “Stop judging.”   But at the same time we must all 
remember that Jesus did, in fact, judge the behavior 
of others.  Take what He had to say to the Pharisees, 
for just one example.  Furthermore, Jesus teaches us 
to seek what is good and reject what is bad, discern 
what is right behavior and what is wrong behavior.  
Where is it written that we are not supposed to judge 
what is good behavior and what is bad? 

 
We need to see that judging the activity of 

someone is not necessarily judging the person.  Good 
people, well intentioned people, can after all, 
sometimes do bad things.  Are we to simply allow 
their bad behavior to go without comment? 

 
When Jesus said, “Stop judging”  He was telling 

us that only God sees the real inner person – we 
don’ t.  The judgment about who is going to hell and 
who is not is God’s judgment, not ours.  The 
judgment about who is a bad person is God’s 
judgment, not ours.  All too often we pre-judge 
others.  Our prejudices bring us to condemn others for 
who they are rather than what they do.  Racial and 
ethnic discrimination along with discrimination 
against others because of their religion bring us to 
judge others unjustly. 

 
We need to distinguish and realize that although 

Jesus told us not to judge, the commandments 
themselves involve a judgment of others – and of our 
selves – as to certain behaviors.  They never involve a 
judgment about who another person really is. 

 
How do we live with this paradox?  C. S. Lewis 

said that in teaching morality we should pay attention 
to our own personal failings.  He said it is best to 
avoid comment on areas where we are not particularly 
tempted but others are.  For most of us, that still 
leaves a broad field.  Are we qualified to judge only 
when our thoughts are based only on our own 
experiences?  Are we disqualified to comment on 
things outside of our own experiences?  Of course 
not. 

 
(continued in the next column) 

 

 
(Gospel Insights – continued) 

 
 
We have a duty to warn people about dangers that 

we have not personally experienced or succumbed to.  
We may only have second hand knowledge about 
free-basing, or glue sniffing or sexual addictions, but 
we are still obliged to direct people away from things 
that are quite harmful and therefore evil.  We can help 
a young person understand that while temptation 
presents an attractive face, yielding to it can leads to 
misery, isolation and cruelty.  After all, isn’ t it true 
that many sins bring with them their own 
punishment? 

 
When we find a police officer giving a ticket to 

someone who ran a stop sign, or who was caught 
driving recklessly, are we to accuse him of judging 
others?  Are we to tell him to stop judging?  If no one 
is supposed to judge, then why don’ t we dismiss all 
judges and close down our courtrooms?  Why don’ t 
we tell our teachers to stop giving grades on report 
cards?  Why don’ t we let others simply do whatever 
they feel like doing? 

 
To suspend judgment on human behavior is a sure 

way to take us all into a living hell, the hell of chaos 
in which everyone does whatever they feel like.  To a 
great extent that is exactly what is going on in the 
increasingly chaotic world in which we find ourselves 
today.  Upholding standards for human behavior is 
necessary if we are to hold our society together. 

 
When it comes, however, to judging who people 

are, we must do what Jesus wants us to do.  With Him 
He wants us to hate the sin but love the sinner.  And 
at the end of the world, on that final Day of 
Judgment, we must always remember that it is God 
who will be sitting on the throne...  we will not. 

 
(For the full text of this homily, see: 
 
http://frcharlesirvin.catholicweb.com/index.cfm/ 
NewsItem?ID=194991) 

 
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
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“ NEW DAY”  PROGRAM 
A Journey from Grief to Healing 

Grieving the loss of a loved one is one of the 
most emotional and traumatic events we 
experience in life.  By finding healthy ways 
to manage and face our grief, over time, we 

can accept the loss and continue to live. 
 “New Day”  is a 9-week program for those who have 
lost a loved one in death.  It is a time to come together to 
pray, to understand the grieving process and to experience 
the support of a caring community. 
 The sessions will be on Monday evenings starting 
March 5 and will take place in the Parish Center beginning 
at 6:30 p.m.  For more information and/or to register, 
please contact Toni Amberg, our Bereavement 
Coordinator, at 568-9069. 
 
 

DIACONATE FORMATION 
 The Archdiocesan Office of Diaconate Formation is 
now preparing to admit a new class of candidates for the 
Diaconate in the Fall of 2007.  Any Catholic man between 
the ages of 35 and 60 who may be interested in the 
Diaconate is encouraged to speak to Fr. Curran.  Two 
inquiry sessions will be held at Sacred Heart Church in 
Bloomfield on Sunday, March 11 and Sunday, March 25, 
from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Both sessions must be attended, and 
spouses must also attend.  Please call the Archdiocesan 
Office at (860) 243-1448 no later than March 7 in order to 
pre-register. 
 If anyone would like to know more about becoming a 
deacon, please feel free to call our own Deacon Bill Gilles 
at 633-8997 (Monday, Friday, evenings and weekends) or 
277-9052 (Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday). 
 
 

MERCY AND XAVIER HIGH SCHOOLS 
present 

Fiddler  on the Roof 
 

 Mercy and Xavier High Schools’  many talented 
students will present the musical Fiddler on the Roof on the 
following dates and times in the auditorium at Mercy High 
School, 1740 Randolph Road, Middletown. 
 

 Friday – March 9 – 7:30 p.m. 
 Saturday – March 10 – 7:30 p.m. 
 Sunday – March 11 – 2:00 p.m. 
 

 Admission is $10 per person.  Tickets are available at 
www.mercyhigh.com or by calling Mercy High School at 
860-346-6659. 

THANK YOU 
 The Coffee Hours held last weekend to 
welcome Fr. Curran were very well attended.  We 
would like to thank the parishioners who 
generously donated baked goods, punch, cheese 
and fruit trays, etc. for these coffee hours.  We 
would also like to thank the people who were so 
kind to help with setting up, serving and cleaning:  
Roch Girard, Margaret Bennett and family, Robin 
and Nick Duva and family, Jean McNamara, Kay 
McNamara, Mac McCarthy, Peg and Joe 
Veronese, Molly and Sarah Hyman, Barbara and 
Frank McMahon, Gregory and Kerry Silva, 
Josephine Picone, Bonnie Szalay, Helen Little, 
Denise Rioux, Allison and Brian Vignati and 
others.  Lastly, we would like to express our 
appreciation to everyone who attended these 
coffee hours.  It was a great parish effort for both 
Fr. Dolan and Fr. Curran. 
 

– The Hospitality Committee 
 
 

ADULT CONFIRMATION CLASSES 
Confirmation classes for adults aged 18 or 

older, baptized Catholic and have made their First 
Communion, will be held at the Office of 
Religious Education at St. Thomas Seminary in 
Bloomfield.  The classes will meet from 7:00 – 
9:00 p.m. on the following six Tuesdays: 
 

 April 3, 10, 17, 24 
 May 1, 8 
 

 The Sacrament of Confirmation will be 
celebrated at the Cathedral of St. Joseph on 
Monday, May 21, 2007 at 7:30 p.m., with 
registration/rehearsal beginning that evening at 
6:30 p.m. 
 Classes are also being held on Wednesday 
nights at St. Isaac Jogues in East Hartford (in 
Spanish) beginning April 4 and on Thursday 
nights at St. Joan of Arc in Hamden beginning 
March 29. 
 If you are interested in participating in any of 
these classes, please call St. Christopher’s Rectory 
at 568-5240 to obtain an information sheet that 
must be sent in prior to the first day of class.  
There is a $15 fee to cover the cost of the books.  
Questions may also be answered by calling Mary 
Marsan, Archdiocesan Coordinator of Adult 
Education, at (860) 243-9465, ext. 14. 


