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February 8, 2007 

 
I ’m Happy to be With You! 

 
 

To my Friends, Parishioners of St. Christopher’s, 
 
My name is Fr. Vincent Curran, and Archbishop Mansell has called 
me to be your spiritual shepherd and leader of our Catholic parish 
family.  I accepted this call willingly with joy and enthusiasm! 
 
Perhaps sharing some of my personal background might be helpful 
to you.  My hometown is Hamden where I attended Hamden public 
and parochial schools and Hamden High School.  After college and 
graduate school I worked for the Town of Hamden from 1990 – 
1993.  After studies at seminary I was ordained priest in 1998.  From 
the time I was ordained through 2002 I served the people of Our 
Lady of the Assumption in Woodbridge.  For the past five years I 
have served the people of St. Rita Church and Parish school in 
Hamden. 
 
My dad, Vincent, was a retired firefighter for the city of New Haven 
and a W.W. II Navy Veteran before he went to his eternal reward in 
1995.  My mom, Eleanor, is a retired bookkeeper and is, as they say, 
“alive and well.”  
 
A special word of thanks to Frs. Fanelli and McGrath for their 
kindness and warm welcome. 
 
Over these next few weeks I look forward to getting to know you 
better and look forward to working together with you to make our 
parish a family of faith, love, and service. 

 
  In the joy of Christ our help, 
 
  Fr. Curran 

 

 
 
PRIESTS 

Rev. Vincent J. Curran, Pastor 
Rev. William E. McGrath, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. James G. Fanelli, Pastor Emeritus 
 
DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR 
William Gilles – 633-8997 
 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
Kay McNamara 
Stephen Kleva 
 
PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Francis Vignati – 569-4677 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
Michael Munley – 683-8594 
 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Bonnie Szalay – 568-5240 
 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mrs. Kathleen Madej – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Karen Santacross – 568-4975 
 
SCHOOL SECRETARY 
Audrey Bjorkman – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT 
Llewellyn Priest – 569-0087 
 
HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. CO-PRESIDENTS 
Cynnamon Hebert – 568-7501 
Lynne Cote – 461-2683 
 
SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 
www.saintchristopherschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sandra Bonfiglio & Martha Gaudreau – 895-8692 
 
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
Toni Amberg – 568-9069 
 
PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT 
Dianne Rumsey 
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
Roger Dube 
 
MASSES 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Monday – Friday:  7:30 AM 
Holy Days:  As announced in the preceding 
Sunday Bulletin 
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday afternoon:  3:15 – 4:00 PM 
or Anytime by appointment 
 
PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
BAPTISMS 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
MARRIAGES 
Please contact Parish Priest at least six months in 
advance at 568-5240 
 
MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST 
(From Bridge Counseling Center) 
Colleen Murphy – 568-0115 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE 
Sue Sadolfo – 568-4373 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE 
Bev Connors – 432-1530 or 966-1388 
 
COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK 
Eleanor Domler – 569-7396 
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    February 10 - 18, 2007 
 
 

 

Saturday, February 10, 4:30 p.m. 
John Vignone 
(Wife Assunta) 

 

Sunday, February 11, 8:00 a.m. 
Joseph Leonardo 

(Mom, Dad & Daughters) 
 

Sunday, February 11, 10:30 a.m. 
Joao Guedes 

(Wife & Children) 
 

Wednesday, February 14, 7:30 a.m. 
Antoine Martel 
(Wife & Family) 

 

Thursday, February 15, 7:30 a.m. 
Mark Tardiff 

(Family) 
 

Fr iday, February 16, 7:30 a.m. 
John & Louise Olinatz 

(Children) 
 

Saturday, February 17, 4:30 p.m. 
Lucy Conti – 13th Anniversary 

(Family) 
 

Sunday, February 18, 8:00 a.m. 
Gladys Sopczak 

(Connie Catalano) 
 

Sunday, February 19, 10:30 a.m. 
Edward Balda – 12th Anniversary 

(Family) 

 

 

Please pray for : 
 

Robert DiNardo 
 
 

A TITHING PARISH 
 
 

Weekly Collection (February 4): 
 
 

  Adults: $ 8,506 
  Children: $        3 
  Total: $ 8,509 
 

 Same Sunday in 2006: $ 8,405 
 
 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
 Contributions to the East Hartford Soup Kitchen 
last weekend amounted to $814.50.  This is a 
remarkable response considering the absence of 
advance notice.  Thanks to all who made donations. 
 The idea of a Souper Bowl appeal on Super Bowl 
Sunday was developed by the East Hartford Interfaith 
Ministries (EHIM), the social action arm of the East 
Hartford Clergy Association which represents the 
religious congregations of East Hartford.  A check for 
the amount contributed has been sent to the East 
Hartford Soup Kitchen. 
 
 
 

RETIREMENT 
 As I again enter into retirement, I join with all of 
our parishioners in welcoming Fr. Curran as our new 
pastor and in asking God’s blessings on him and his 
ministry of pastoral leadership here at St. 
Christopher’s. 
 Again, I thank you for your many kindnesses, 
your prayers, the example of your faith and devotion, 
and your sharing in the many ministries, activities and 
programs of the parish.  May the Lord’s blessings be 
on him and on all of us as we seek to grow in faith 
and in a courageous following of Our Lord. 
 

  With deep gratitude, 
 
  Fr. Fanelli 
 

 

February 11, 2007 
Sixth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

And raising his eyes 
toward his disciples he 
said: "Blessed are you 
who are poor, for the 
kingdom of God is 
yours. Blessed are you 
who are now hungry, 
for you will be 
satisfied. Blessed are 
you who are now 
weeping, for you will 
laugh." – Luke 6:20-21 
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COFFEE HOURS 
 Coffee Hours will be held following all Masses this 
weekend to welcome Fr. Curran as our new pastor. 
 

 The Coffee Hours held last weekend for Fr. Dolan were a 
big success.  We would like to thank the parishioners who 
generously donated baked goods for these coffee hours.  We 
would also like to thank the people who were so kind to help 
with setting up, serving and cleaning:  Bev Connors, Kay 
McNamara, Mac McCarthy, Alison and Kerry Silva, Roger 
Dube, Helen Little, Frank and Barbara McMahon, Margaret 
and Matt Bennett and others.  Lastly, we would like to express 
our appreciation to everyone who attended these coffee hours. 
 

– The Hospitality Committee 
 
 
 

“ NEW DAY”  PROGRAM 
A Journey from Grief to Healing 

Grieving the loss of a loved one is one of the 
most emotional and traumatic events we 
experience in life.  By finding healthy ways to 
manage and face our grief, over time, we can 

accept the loss and continue to live. 
 “New Day”  is a 9-week program for those who have lost a 
loved one in death.  It is a time to come together to pray, to 
understand the grieving process and to experience the support 
of a caring community. 
 The sessions will be on Monday evenings starting 
March 5 and will take place in the Parish Center beginning at 
6:30 p.m.  For more information and/or to register, please 
contact Toni Amberg, our Bereavement Coordinator, at 
568-9069. 
 
 

DIACONATE FORMATION 
 The Archdiocesan Office of Diaconate Formation is now 
preparing to admit a new class of candidates for the Diaconate 
in the Fall of 2007.  Any Catholic man between the ages of 35 
and 60 who may be interested in the Diaconate is encouraged 
to speak to Fr. Curran.  Two inquiry sessions will be held at 
Sacred Heart Church in Bloomfield on Sunday, March 11 and 
Sunday, March 25, from 2:00 – 4:00 p.m.  Both sessions must 
be attended, and spouses must also attend.  Please call the 
Archdiocesan Office at (860) 243-1448 no later than March 7 
in order to pre-register. 
 If anyone would like to know more about becoming a 
deacon, please feel free to call our own Deacon Bill Gilles at 
633-8997 (Monday, Friday and eves.) or 277-9052 (Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday). 

 
 

 
 

THANK YOU 
 We would like to thank all those who 
helped make last Sunday’s pancake 
breakfast a success.  We especially thank 
our cooks Bill and Eileen Gilles, Marshall 
Szalay and John Zocco.  We are also 
grateful for those who helped set up and 
for the teens who did the serving.  Most of 
all we would like to thank the parishioners 
who supported this event.  Without your 
support, our Youth Ministry program 
would not be possible. 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
 

FUNDRAISING EVENT 
 We invite you to attend a "Family Fun 
Night at Friendly©s" to support St. 
Christopher’s Youth Ministry.  Enjoy a 
night out at the Friendly©s Restaurant, 
2954 Main Street in Glastonbury on 
Wednesday, February 14 between 5:00 
p.m. and 8:00 p.m.  10% of the profit 
between these times will go to our Youth 
Ministry program.  Thank you for you 
continuous support. 
 

 
 

FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 
by Bud Ozar  

 Jesus “stood on level ground”  when 
teaching the people; this did not diminish 
his authority.  Being on “ level ground”  
enables loving and respectful 
relationships.  This is different from 
domination which seeks control.  Choose 
the “ level ground”  so you can be the 
spouse and parent you want to be. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 6:17, 20-26 
 

There are two accounts of the beatitudes in the 
gospels.  What I have just read is from the Gospel of 
Luke.  There is another from the Gospel of Matthew.  It 
is a bit different.  It begins with the phrase, “Blessed are 
the poor in spirit.”   Here we have simply “Blessed are 
the poor.”   Further Matthew does not include the four 
woes that appear in Luke.  That is so because the 
authors were presenting different aspects of the 
meaning of the beatitudes.  The version in Matthew is 
primarily about responsible stewardship of God’s 
blessings.  This version from Luke is about that, but it 
adds as well a strong element of justice.  And on the 
question of justice in Luke, Jesus gives no quarter.  He 
lays it on the line. 

 

The theme of justice is most evident here in the 
contrast between the first of the beatitudes – “Blessed 
are you who are poor, for the kingdom of God is 
yours,”  and the first of the woes – “Woe to you who are 
rich for you have received your consolation.”   These 
lines have inspired all sorts of interpretations over the 
ages but to understand them we have to go back and 
take a look at what being poor and what being rich 
meant to the people of Israel at the time of Jesus.  Who 
was poor?  Who was rich?  What did it mean to be 
poor?  What did it mean to be rich?  Well the answer to 
that is really rather simple.  To be rich meant that you 
had the power to take what you wanted.  To be poor 
meant that you did not have such power.  Indeed to be 
poor meant that the rich and powerful could take what 
they wanted from you. 

 

What does the Church have to say about that?  
What is the teaching of the Church based on the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ?  Well the Church repeats the words of 
Jesus, “To whom more is given more is expected.”   The 
Church teaches us that we have responsibility for one 
another.  It teaches us that if we are fortunate enough to 
be blessed with wealth, power and influence we have a 
solemn responsibility to use those things for the good of 
everyone.  We cannot simply say, “ I’ve got mine and 
I’ ll use it for myself.”   We cannot say to those who are 
suffering, to those who are poor, “Be off and make it on 
your own.”   Instead, the Church teaches us that we have 
to use the gifts that have been entrusted to us to help 
one another, most especially those who are poor. 

 

(continued in the next column) 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 
Who wants to go to heaven?  Now, another 

question, are you willing to conform your lives to 
what it takes to make yourselves into “heaven 
material?”   What does it take to become “heaven 
material”?  Well, in this set of beatitudes and woes 
Jesus gives us some really practical guidelines on 
what we have to do.  Now don’ t get it wrong.  We 
don’ t get to heaven through just good works.  We 
gain heaven through acceptance of the gift of faith.  
However faith has to show itself in our lives.  As 
we understand from Sacred Scripture, if faith is in 
us it has to have some effect on the world around 
us.   In essence, Jesus tells is that if we merely 
accumulate wealth and power for ourselves and cry 
out “Lord, Lord”  the Lord is going to respond with 
“And how did you use all that I entrusted to you to 
bring greater good, greater peace and greater love 
into the world?  How did you use the talents and 
resources that I placed in your care to make of the 
world my Kingdom—a place in which all could 
share in the goodness of the gift of life? 

 

That is our job.  This is the mission entrusted to 
us by God himself.  God expects us who are blessed 
to be blessing for others.  We are to bring to this 
earth, healing, peace, compassion and love.  We are 
to assure that everyone shares in the goodness of the 
earth because God entrusts all of it to us and all of it 
belongs not, to us, but to God.  How do we do it?  
Well, we begin by being willing first to place our 
trust in God and in what God asks of us.  It 
continues as we assume an attitude of gratitude and 
recognition that all that we are and all that we have 
has its origins, not in us, but in God.  It grows as we 
come to understand that we are caretakers of the 
goodness of God and that God expects of us that we 
share that goodness with all people everywhere.  In 
other words our lives take on meaning and purpose 
as we become more and more responsible disciples 
of the Gospel of Jesus Christ who recognize that the 
faithfulness that brings us to heaven includes our 
being willing to allow God to bring a bit of heaven, 
through us, to our brothers and sisters on this earth. 

 

See the entire reflection at: 
 

http://www.sjvroundrock.org/Archives/ 
Homilies/2004/hom021504.htm 

 
– The Liturgy Committee 
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PARISH COUNCIL 
 The purpose of the Parish Council is to advise the pastor 
on present and future developments in the parish community, 
to assist the pastor as an instrument for sharing the mission of 
Jesus and to set an example of unity and cooperation as a 
Christian Community.  The current members of the Parish 
Council are:  Frank Vignati, Jr., Toni Amberg, Bev Connors, 
Scott Gay, Bill Gilles, Roch Girard, Steve Kleva, Kay 
McNamara and Laurie Janecko. 
 The Parish Council meets once per month.  It is a 
great way to use your time and talent.  Our next meeting is on 
Tuesday, February 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the school library.  
Why not plan on attending?  All members of the parish are 
always welcome. 
 
 

 
 

St. Chr istopher  School Presents 
Our  8th Annual Auction 

 

Lights!  Camera!  Auction!  
 

with WTIC’s Ray Dunaway as Guest Auctioneer  
 

St. Christopher School is proud to announce its 8th Annual 
Auction on Saturday, March 31, 2007 in Murphy Hall at St. 
Christopher School.  Once again, we will have half of WTIC 
AM’s morning team, Ray Dunaway as guest auctioneer.  If 
history repeats itself, there will be a good time for all with 
fine food, drink, and lots of great items to bid on during both 
the live and silent auctions.  You’ ll be able to find vacation 
getaways, a ride in a hot air balloon, autographed sports 
photos, gift certificates to stores and restaurants, tickets to 
sporting events, and much, much more.  So, mark your 
calendar now and don’ t miss out on the fun! 
 This is an adults-only event.  The cost is $20.00 per 
person (cost includes food and drinks).  There will also be a 
50/50 raffle and our popular $10 Mystery Auction.  It’ s a 
great night out.  For reservations or if you have a business 
that would like to advertise in our catalogue, please call 
Carol Jablonski at 568-4126. 

 
 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Saturday ~ March 10, 2007 

8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
in the Sanctuary 

Wesley Memorial United Methodist Church 
110 Ellington Road, East Hartford 

 

For an appointment to donate, please call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE 

A VALENTINE GIFT 
FOR 

MARRIED COUPLES 
 Give the gift of yourselves 
with a Marriage Encounter 
weekend.  In the world today 
couples become so involved in 
the day-to-day concerns of their lives – job, 
children, home, social activities – that they lose 
touch with each other and their married 
relationship.  A Marriage Encounter weekend 
helps couples discover each other again.  The 
next weekend will be March 2-4, 2007 at the 
Sheraton in East Har tford. 
 For more information or to register for this 
upcoming weekend, please contact John & Bev 
Maley at 203-364-0836 or bjkmaley@aol.com 
or visit www.wwme.org. 
 
 

CELEBRATION 
OF SACRED SCRIPTURE 

Sponsored by the 
Office of Religious Education 

Archdiocese of Hartford 
 

Sunday, March 11, 2007 
St. Mark the Evangelist, West Hartford 

12:30 – 4:30 p.m. 
 

Presenter:  Rev. Stephen E. Salocks, S.S.L. 
Dean of Faculty, 

Professor of New Testament Studies 
St. John Seminary, Brighton, MA 

 

(Free will offering requested at the event.) 
 

Pre-Registration is required.  Please call Sister 
Jewel Renna at 243-9465 or send her an e-mail 
at jrenna@adh-ore.org to pre-register.  Always 
include your phone number. 
 
 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
 The East Catholic Girl’ s Softball Team will 
be hosting a Spaghetti Dinner in the East 
Catholic High School cafeteria on Saturday, 
March 3 from 5:00 – 8:00 p.m.  Donation is 
$10.00 for adults and $6.00 for children 12 and 
under.  Tickets are available at the door.  The 
East Catholic Girl’ s Softball Team appreciates 
your support. 


