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February 4, 2007 
 
 

Welcome, Fr . Curran! 
 

Fr. Vincent Curran becomes the new pastor of 
St. Christopher’s Church on Monday, February 5. 
 
Congratulations, Fr. Curran!  We enthusiastically 
welcome you, and we ask God’s abundant blessings 
on you and your pastoral leadership of 
St. Christopher’s.  We offer you our wholehearted 
support and our prayers.  May you have many happy 
years among us. 
 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
 
Fr. Curran comes to us from St. Rita’s Church in 
Hamden where he was a parochial vicar (assistant 
pastor) for the last four years.  He previously served 
at the Church of the Assumption in Woodbridge.  
Before entering the seminary, he was employed for 
two years by the town of Hamden.  He was ordained 
on May 30, 1998. 
 

– Fr. Fanelli 

 
 
PRIESTS 

Rev. James G. Fanelli, Temporary Administrator 
Rev. William E. McGrath, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Michael Dolan, Weekend Assistant 
 
DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR 
William Gilles – 633-8997 
 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
Kay McNamara 
Stephen Kleva 
 
PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Francis Vignati – 569-4677 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
Michael Munley – 683-8594 
 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Bonnie Szalay – 568-5240 
 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mrs. Kathleen Madej – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Karen Santacross – 568-4975 
 
SCHOOL SECRETARY 
Audrey Bjorkman – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT 
Llewellyn Priest – 569-0087 
 
HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. CO-PRESIDENTS 
Cynnamon Hebert – 568-7501 
Lynne Cote – 461-2683 
 
SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 
www.saintchristopherschool.org 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sandra Bonfiglio & Martha Gaudreau – 895-8692 
 
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
Toni Amberg – 568-9069 
 
PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT 
Dianne Rumsey 
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
Roger Dube 
 
MASSES 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Monday – Friday:  7:30 AM 
Holy Days:  As announced in the preceding 
Sunday Bulletin 
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday afternoon:  3:15 – 4:00 PM 
or Anytime by appointment 
 
PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
BAPTISMS 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
MARRIAGES 
Please contact Parish Priest at least six months in 
advance at 568-5240 
 
MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST 
(From Bridge Counseling Center) 
Colleen Murphy – 568-0115 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE 
Sue Sadolfo – 568-4373 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE 
Bev Connors – 432-1530 or 966-1388 
 
COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK 

Eleanor Domler – 569-7396
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     February 3 - 11, 2007 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, February 3, 4:30 p.m. 
God’s Blessing for Sharron Caruso 

(Fellow Members of 
St. Christopher’s Prayer Line) 

 
Sunday, February 4, 8:00 a.m. 

Gladys Sopczak (Mabel Duva, Sister) 
 

Sunday, February 4, 10:30 a.m. 
Sandra DeVivo (John & Gail Barrett) 

Eileen Marks (Husband Charles) 
Richard Casey – 4th Anniversary (Wife & Family) 

 
Tuesday, February 6, 7:30 a.m. 

Betty Roby (John & Mary Lawson) 
 

Wednesday, February 7, 7:30 a.m. 
James R. Skowronski 

In Memory of His Birthday 
(Family) 

 
Thursday, February 8, 7:30 a.m. 

Paul Franklin (Wife Claire) 
 

Saturday, February 10, 4:30 p.m. 
John Vignone (Wife Assunta) 

 
Sunday, February 11, 8:00 a.m. 

Joseph Leonardo (Mom, Dad & Daughters) 
 

Sunday, February 11, 10:30 a.m. 
Joao Guedes (Wife & Children) 

 

 
A TITHING PARISH 

 
 

Weekly Collection (January 28): 
 
 

  Adults: $ 7,346 
  Children: $        4 
  Total: $ 7,350 
 

 Same Sunday in 2006: $ 9,001 
 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 
 Every year the pastor is required to make a report 
to the people on the financial status of the parish.  
Today, comments on the report will be given by 
Michael Munley, the Chairman of the Finance 
Council.  A copy of the financial report for 2006 and 
the parish budget for 2007 is enclosed with the 
Bulletin.  Kindly review them carefully.  If you have 
questions, you can address them to any member of the 
Finance Council.  In addition to Mike Munley, they 
include Deacon Bill Gilles, Randy Walker and Marie 
Garabedian. 
 I wish to thank the Council and our accountant, 
Dianne Rumsey, for their careful and conscientious 
development and monitoring of the budget and of the 
overall financial status of the parish. 
 As I retire (again!), I also want to express my 
profound thanks to all of you, the Parishioners of St. 
Christopher’s, who have supported the parish in so 
many ways.  Much has been accomplished because of 
your generosity.  But as the report makes clear, major 
challenges remain. 
 I join the Parish Council in asking you to review 
and renew your commitment to tithing.  That would 
be a great way of expressing support and 
encouragement to Fr. Curran, our new pastor.
 Again, I offer you my deep personal gratitude.  
God bless you all. 

– Fr. Fanelli 
 
 

PASTORS EMERITI  
 The new residence for retired priests at 
St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield will be dedicated 
by Archbishop Mansell on February 20.  Residents 
will be moving in shortly after.  Fr. McGrath and 
Fr. Fanelli plan to be among them.  The exact dates 
have not yet been decided, but will be made known 
when the time arrives. 
 

February 4, 2007 
Fifth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Jesus said to 
Simon, "Do not be 
afraid; from now 
on you will be 
catching men." 
When they brought 
their boats to the 
shore, they left 
everything and 
followed him. 
 

– Luke 5:10-11 
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THANK YOU, FR. DOLAN 
 Today, Fr. Michael Dolan celebrates Mass 
with us for the last time.  For the past three and a 
half months he has been our weekend assistant, 
sharing with us his faith, his spiritual insight and 
his sense of humor.  We thank him for his 
ministry among us.  We ask God’s blessing on 
him and on those he serves in campus ministry 
and in the various parishes where he helps out. 
 You may offer your personal thanks and good 
wishes to Fr. Dolan this weekend in the Church 
Hall after the 4:30 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. Masses or 
before the 10:30 Mass. 
 Those who would like to write to Fr. Dolan 
may do so at Incarnation Church, 544 Prospect 
Street, Wethersfield, CT  06109. 
 

 
 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY 
 Did you know that last year 11,507 clients 
were served at the EHIM Friendship Center Soup 
Kitchen located in the basement of Corning Hall 
at St. John’s Episcopal Church? 
 Today is Super Bowl Sunday in America.  All 
of the EHIM member churches in East Hartford, 
which includes St. Christopher’s, will be 
participating in what is being called Souper Bowl 
Sunday.  We have placed two bowls in the church, 
one at the main entrance and one near the 
baptismal font.  Monetary donations placed in 
these bowls this weekend will be given to the 
EHIM Friendship Center to help support our local 
mission of feeding the hungry right here in East 
Hartford.  Your support is appreciated. 
 
 

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL 
COLLECTION 

Thank you for your generous contribution of 
$1,933 to the Catholic High School Collection.  
Your investment will help us to continue 
providing the best possible education to our youth 
as we promote the mission of Catholic education 
in this Archdiocese.  Students in our Catholic high 
schools will continue to receive an Education for 
a Lifetime thanks to your generosity. 
 

 Yours in Christ Jesus, 
 

  Dale R. Hoyt 
  Superintendent of Catholic Schools 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
 

Tickets are available at the door ! 
 

A Pancake Breakfast, sponsored by St. 
Christopher’s Youth Ministry, is being 
held TODAY, Sunday, February 4 from 
7:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. in St. Christopher’s 
school gym.  Ticket prices are as follows:  Adults $5.00, 
Children (3-9) $3.00 and Children under 3, Free.  Back by 
popular demand, Deacon Bill will be manning the grill. 
 Proceeds from this breakfast will be used to help send 
our teens to the New England Catholic Youth Conference 
this March and to a retreat this April. 
 
 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
 The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, Feb. 5 at 
1:00 p.m. in the church hall.  Our guest will be Jan Adams 
from the Fidelco Guide Dog Foundation.  Ms. Adams and 
one of the dogs from the Foundation will give a one-hour 
demonstration.  Refreshments will be served.  If you have 
any questions, please call Rose Yergeau at 568-4029. 
 Reminders:  In an effort to ease the congestion in the 
parking lot at the time that school parents are picking up 
their children, Social Club members, who do not require 
use of the handicap spaces, are asked to park in the area at 
the back of the church.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 Also, annual dues of $10.00 per person will be 
collected at this gathering from those individuals who have 
not yet paid. 
 
 

COFFEE HOUR 
 Coffee Hours will be held following all Masses next 
weekend, February 10 and 11, to welcome Fr. Curran as 
our new pastor.  Donations of baked goods (homemade or 
store bought), juice or punch are being requested.  If you 
wish to provide refreshments, please leave your donation in 
the Church Hall prior to Mass.  Your help and support are 
appreciated. 

 
 

MAKE-UP ENTRANCE EXAM 
 East Catholic High School is offering the opportunity 
for 8th students, who have not yet taken the entrance exam, 
to do so on Thursday, February 15 at 2:45 p.m.  Exam fee 
is $20, non-refundable and payable on the exam day.  Pre-
registration is not required.  If you have any questions, 
please call Mrs. Jacqueline Gryphon, Director of 
Admissions, at 649-5336 ext. 238. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 5:1-11 
 

Today we are asked to consider three interlocking 
elements of our Christian living - faith, experience and 
apostleship. 

 

Our faith has two elements.  The first is expressed 
by Paul in the Second Reading where he gives the 
briefest summary of what the Christian message is 
about.  To “have faith”  at that level is to accept that 
message as true and credible.  For many Catholics, faith 
often stops at that point. 

 

However, there is another level of faith which we 
ignore at our peril.  And it is the meaning that 
predominates in the Gospel.  To have faith in Jesus is to 
put one’s total trust in him. 

 

That involves a different kind of relationship from 
the first.  We might express the difference as one 
between “believing a person”  (what he/she says is true 
and reliable) and “believing in a person”  (I would be 
ready to put myself totally into the hands of that 
person).  “ I believe what you say”  and “ I completely 
trust you”  are quite distinct in meaning and application. 

 

Both levels are at work when we speak of Christian 
faith but the second is surely the real test.  A real faith 
not only accepts the content of God’s message but 
involves a total surrender of one’s self and all one has 
and is into God’s hands.  A complete letting go.  Like 
those group dynamics games where you let yourself fall 
into the arms of another person trusting they will not let 
you fall to the ground.  It will not be enough for them 
just to say: “ I won’ t let you fall.”   Something more on 
my part will be needed. 

 

The second key word today is “experience” .  It is 
linked with the second level of faith.  Too many of us 
were told to limit our Christian faith to the doctrines we 
were taught at home, in church or in school.  Church 
history teaches us that many strange forms of 
Christianity have emerged from “experience” .  Msgr 
Ronald Knox, a Catholic convert from Anglicanism, 
wrote a book called ‘Enthusiasm’ , which describes 
what happens when people get carried away by what 
they believe to be a Christian experience and end up 
with very distorted views of the Christian message. 

 
(continued in the next column) 

 
 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 
At the same time, an over-emphasis on doctrine 

is not good either.  It can lead to a very impersonal 
religion, a religion which becomes legalistic, 
intellectual in the bad sense and often far removed 
from a close, loving relationship with God and 
people.  You know things are going astray when 
people are more worried about the kind of 
vestments the priest is wearing (or not wearing) 
than about the plight of the poor and needy on their 
doorstep.  To be a Christian is first and foremost to 
have an experience of Christ.  It is to find oneself in 
relationship with him in all the circumstances of 
one’s life.  It is to find him challenging us to love, 
to have compassion, to practice justice, to live in 
freedom, to be able to forgive and be reconciled, to 
be kind, gentle and accepting; it is to seek, to find 
and to respond to him in all things.  It is, because of 
this, to live lives of joy and peace in the midst of 
pain and turmoil.  This is really more important that 
being able to give an approved explanation of the 
Trinity or the Immaculate Conception.  It was a 
medieval writer who said: “ I would prefer to 
experience repentance than be able to define it.”  

 
Our third word today is “apostleship” .  This 

word should be distinguished from “discipleship” .  
To be a disciple is basically to be a follower of 
some master or guru.  The word “apostle”  means a 
person delegated and sent out to convey a message 
or carry out a mission on his or her master’s behalf. 

 
It is a totally natural outcome from the faith that 

we have in Jesus which leads us to the unique 
experience and joy of knowing him and putting him 
unconditionally at the centre of our life.  That is an 
experience that we must share, not because we are 
told to but because we cannot help doing so.  True 
discipleship of itself overflows into apostleship.  It 
was what happened on that day when Peter, James 
and John left everything and went after Jesus. 
 
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
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HELP THY NEIGHBOR 
 The contact information for Foodshare that was 
provided in last weekend’s Bulletin was incorrect.  
Below is a reprint of the article in which we have 
provided Foodshare’s correct contact information.  
We apologize for any inconvenience this error may 
have caused. 
 

“ As long as you did it for  one of these…”  
 

 Winter seems to have arrived.  We are reminded 
that many people cannot provide adequate heat for 
their homes.  They even have to choose among 
heating fuel, food and medical bills.  If you would be 
willing to assist those who need help with heating 
bills, please call or send a check to: 
 

 Operation Fuel 
 One Regency Drive, Suite 311 
 Bloomfield, CT  06002 
 243-2345 
 www.operationfuel.org 
 
 Many of you are wonderfully generous in your 
giving of food items to the Food Bank.  If you would 
like to contribute financially, please call or send a 
check to: 
 

 Foodshare 
 450 Woodland Avenue 
 Bloomfield, CT  06002-1342 
 286-9999 
 www.foodshare.org 

“ …you did it for  me.”  
 
 

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER WEEKEND 
Coming to East Har tford! 

 Married couples – rediscover the spark that was 
there on your wedding day!  On a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter weekend, married couples can 
get away from jobs, kids, chores and phones and 
focus their attention only on each other.  If you’d like 
greater depth, growth and enrichment in your 
relationship, you’ ll like the difference a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter weekend can offer!  The next 
weekend will be March 2-4, 2007 here in East 
Hartford. 
 For more information or to register for this 
upcoming weekend, please contact John & Bev 
Maley at 203-364-0836 or bjkmaley@aol.com or visit 
www.wwme.org. 

“ NEW DAY”  PROGRAM 
A Journey from Grief to Healing 

Grieving the loss of a loved one is 
one of the most emotional and 
traumatic events we experience in 
life.  By finding healthy ways to 
manage and face our grief, over time, we can accept 
the loss and continue to live. 
 “New Day”  is a 9-week program for those who 
have lost a loved one in death.  It is a time to come 
together to pray, to understand the grieving process 
and to experience the support of a caring 
community. 
 The sessions will be on Monday evenings 
starting March 5 and will take place in the Parish 
Center beginning at 6:30 p.m.  For more 
information and/or to register, please contact Toni 
Amberg, our Bereavement Coordinator, at 568-
9069. 

 
 

ST. JOSEPH CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 
 The “Last Hurrah”  or the “Last Reunion”  at St. 
Joseph Cathedral School, Asylum Avenue in 
Hartford is in the planning stage for this year.  They 
are trying to contact as many former students as 
they can before the “old school”  passes into history.  
They are seeking the following information about 
former students:  name (while used at St. Joseph’s), 
current address, telephone number and years at St. 
Joseph’s.  Please send information to Sr. Ann 
Marie, Cathedral of St. Joseph, 140 Farmington 
Avenue, Hartford, CT 06105 or you may call Sr. 
Ann Marie at 249-8431. 
 
 

SACRED CONCERT 
 The Shrine of Saint Anne, 515 South Main 
Street in Waterbury, CT will be presenting the Men 
and Girls Choir from the Trinity Episcopal Church 
of New Haven on Saturday, February 10 at 5:30 
p.m.  This acclaimed choir, which includes girls 
from 8-18 years (singing with adults on the alto, 
tenor and bass parts) will present a variety of choral 
works from across the centuries.  Singing in up to 
eight parts, the full choir will perform selections in 
English, German, French and Latin.  Free will 
offering of $10.00, and proceeds will benefit the 
Shrine Restoration Fund.  For more information, 
please call the Shrine at 203-756-4439. 
 


