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TheRight to Life

“As far the Catholic Church is concerned, the principal focus
of her interventions in the public arena is the protection and
promotion of the dignity of the person, and she is thereby
consciously drawing particular attention to principles which are
not negotiable.”

“Among these the following emerge clearly today:
protection of life in all its stages, from the first moment of
conception until natural death; recognition and promotion of the
natural structure of the family — as a union between a man and a
woman based on marriage...; the protection of the right of
parents to educate their children.”

“These principles are not truths of faith, even though they
receive further light and confirmation from faith; they are
inscribed in human nature itself and therefore they are common
to all humanity.”

— Pope Benedict XVI

Address to Members of the European People’' s Party
March 30, 2006

“The word of the Lord came to me, saying:
Before | formed you in the womb | knew you,
before you were born
| dedicated you.”

—Jeremiah 1:4,5
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He said to them, "Today
S this scripture passage is
fulfilled in your
hearing." And all spoke
highly of him and were
amazed at the gracious

words that came from

° his mouth. They aso
asked, "lsn®this the son
of Joseph?’

—Luke 4:21-22

Mass Intentions | | Jan. 27 — Feb. 4, 2007

Saturday, January 27, 4:30 p.m.
Helena Duarte — In Memory of Her Birthday
(Husband, Children, Grandchildren & Family)

Sunday, January 28, 8:00 a.m.
Felicia Chesery — 9" Anniversary
(Daughters and Sons-in Law
Madeline & Santo Cassarino and
Cynthia & Daniel Weiss)

Sunday, January 28, 10:30 a.m.
Anne Keen (The Sullivan Family)

Wednesday, January 31, 7:30 a.m.
William Wade (Wife Bonnie)

Thursday, February 1, 7:30 a.m.
Helen Kosiorek Kronen — 21% Anniversary
Stanley W. Kronen
(Son Joe & Carolyn Kronen)

Friday, February 2, 7:30 a.m.
VictoriaAillon (The Aillon & Golas Families)

Saturday, February 3, 4:30 p.m.
God’ s Blessing for Sharron Caruso
(Fellow Members of
S. Christopher’s Prayer Line)

Sunday, February 4, 8:00 a.m.
Gladys Sopczak (Mabel Duva, Sster)

Sunday, February 4, 10:30 a.m.
Sandra DeVivo (John & Gail Barrett)
Eileen Marks (Husband Charles)
Richard Casey — 4™ Anniversary (Wife & Family)

<
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: SymratHy :

Please pray for:

Jose Batista

A TITHING PARISH
Weekly Collection (January 21):

Adults; $ 7,359
Children: $ 1
Total: $ 7,360

Same Sunday in 2006: $ 8,042

HOLY HOUR
There will be no Holy Hour on February 2.

“Aslong asyou did it for one of these...”

Winter seems to have arrived. We are reminded
that many people cannot provide adequate heat for
their homes. They even have to choose among
heating fuel, food and medical bills. If you would
be willing to assist those who need help with
heating bills, please call or send a check to:

Operation Fuel

One Regency Drive
Bloomfield, CT 06002
243-2345

Many of you are wonderfully generous in your
giving of food items to the Food Bank. If you
would like to contribute financially, please call or
send a check to:

Foodshare

300 Addison Road
Windsor, CT 06095
688-6500

“...you did it for me.”
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ENDOWMENT FUND

Last week’s Bulletin referred to the importance of a
long-range as well as a short-range view of school
funding. Our school’s Development Office, led by
Karen Santacross, our Development Director, intends to
give increased attention to the long-term view
emphasizing two approaches. One is the approach
known as Deferred Giving. It seeks the support of
donors whose giving takes the form of bequests, trusts,
etc.

The other approach to long-term benefit of the
school is through gifts to the school’ s endowment fund.
The St. Christopher School Foundation presently totals
$188,120. It has been built up through gifts from a
variety of donors, including direct contributions to the
Foundation by parishioners and friends of the school
and memorial donations.

It was decided by the School Board when the
foundation was established about ten years ago, that
only the interest from the Fund would be used for
school purposes, while the fund principal would remain
untouched. The value of this approach is that the fund
principal can continue to grow indefinitely, and thus
make possible a continuous stream of assistance to the
school. As the Fund principa grows, so does the
amount of interest available for the school’ s operational
needs.

The parish school board designated family tuition
assistance as the first priority for the interest from the
Fund. Last year the earnings of the Fund amounted to
about $6,000. It is not a large amount, but it provided
significant help to several families. Asthe Endowment
Fund grows, it will be a source of increasing assistance.

The Endowment Fund has great potential. We hope
that many of you will consider making a gift directly to
the Fund or include the St. Christopher School
Endowment in your will. If we do our work well,
generations of students and parents will continue to
thank you for your generosity and kindness.

For information about ways of helping to assure a
strong future for St. Christopher’s School, please call
the Principal, Mrs. Kathleen Made at 568-4100 or the
Development Director, Mrs. Karen Santacross at 568-
4975.

— Fr. Fandlli

.J[F'scHooL NEws - »

St. Christopher School Open House
Tuesday, January 30

St. Christopher School invites you to attend their
Open House for prospective families of Pre-
Kindergarten to Grade Eight students on Tuesday,
January 30. There will be two sessions:

9:00-11:00 a.m. (while school isin session)
7:00 — 8:00 p.m. (includes tour)

Y ou can attend one or both sessions. Come and learn
about our program of excellence and meet some of
the staff, students, and parents. St. Christopher
School provides a value-oriented education in a safe
and comfortable environment. Learn more about
our:

Religious Education Program
Full-day Kindergarten

Strong Academic Program

Caring faculty & staff

Foreign Language & Algebra
Instruction in Art & Music

State of the Art Computer Classes for all
grades

Physical education & sports program
Extra curricular activities
After-School Program

Our graduates leave St. Christopher’s prepared to
excdl in further education. St. Christopher School is
accredited by the New England Association of
Schools and Colleges.  Applications are now
available for Fall Enrollment. We hope to see you
there.

For more information, please call the school at
568-4100 or visit www.saintchristopherschool .org.

ST. CHRISTOPHER STUDENTSRECYCLE!

Students of Saint Christopher School have been
earning money by participating in the Funding Factory
Recycling Program. We collect empty laser and inkjet
cartridges and used cell phones from the community and
send them to the Funding Factory in exchange for cash.
All proceeds are used to support our technology
program. Please help us by donating your used
cartridges and cell phones. A blue collection bin has
been placed in the church wing for your convenience.
Thank you for your assistance!
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Luke 4:21-30

Today’s gospel account brings us Jesus in His
own hometown having just given His “Inaugural
Address’ in His home synagogue, there among all of
Hisfamily and friends. He was the toast of the town -
- well received; they held Him in their rapt attention.
The gospel account tells us “All who were present
spoke favorably of him. They marveled at the
appealing discourse that came from His lips.” But
very soon it all turned to hatred. Moments later they
took Him to the brow of a cliff and attempted to
throw Him over the cliff’s edge to His death. They
suddenly changed and turned on Him when Jesus told
them atruth they did not want to hear.

What had He said to them? Well, He reminded
them of two events in Jewish history. One was
during the life of Elijah, the prophet. The Hebrewsin
Elijah’s time were suffering from a horrible drought;
people were dying of starvation. A prophet had come
from God to a widow, and because of her faith, God
had saved her. The problem was she was not a Jew,
she was a Gentile. The same was true in the story of
Elisha. Leprosy was a plague spreading throughout
Israel but God used a prophet to save only one leper,
and he, too, was a Gentile.

This was al terribly painful for the Jews of the
time of Jesus because they had come to believe that
they were God's Chosen, that non-Jews would not be
saved, and that God's love and favor were manifest
only in and among Jews. The people Nazareth, as
well as those in other Jewish settlements, and
especially in Jerusalem, apparently thought they had a
monopoly on God. In fact, that ideawas axiomatic in
their thinking. In times of conflict God would come
to their aid, they thought. When all else failed God
could be counted on and non- Jews would suffer and
die outside of God's favor and love. Jesus words
deeply offended them because He was reminding
them that what they believed about God' s favor might
not be true.

Centuries and centuries later, in Italy, it was
commonly believed that the earth was the center of
the universe. Everyone believed that the sun revolved
around the earth and that the earth was the center of

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights — continued)

the solar system. A Polish scientist by the name of
Copernicus had argued otherwise a century earlier, but
nobody took him seriously. Then an Italian scientist by
the name of Galileo came along and showed them
through a telescope that they were al wrong. Many
religious people, including powerful Cardinals in
Rome, were shocked and horrified. They had Galileo
arrested and silenced because he upset their ways of
seeing reality and understanding the Bible, and their
self-inflated attitudes about humans being the center of
God's universe. Their minds were made up and they
didn’t want to be confused by the facts, even facts that
came to them through a tel escope!

The problem arises, you see, when we are
confronted with a truth that requires us to change, to
change our attitudes toward people of other races, to
change the way we behave, to change our patterns of
living. This is what Jesus was about. He wasn't
interested in simply having nice intellectual discussions
about interesting ideas. He wasn't simply talking about
tidbits of history. He was calling for a thoroughgoing
change in the way they understood themselves, they
way they understood God, and what they should be
about in their ways of living and relating to other
people.

The people of Nazareth realized what they were
facing, namely a prophet of God who was confronting
them not with a mere debating subject but with a
radical change in living. You see, if it was true that
God cared for non-Jews, if it was true that God also
cared for Gentiles, then it was likewise true that they
had to do the same.

The people of Nazareth are a lot like us. And too
often we are much like them. So when the truth hurts,
when it confronts and challenges us, we ought to ask
ourselves “Why are we so upset?” We ought to take a
second look and see if it is God who is causing us
growing pains. We will never be saved if we worship
only a God who suits us because we' ve made Him over
into our own image and likeness. When we pray we
should expect change, for prayer changes us, not God.

[Adapted from a homily by Fr. Charles Irvin. To view the
remainder of this homily, visit:

http://frcharlesirvin.catholicweb.com/index.cfm/
Newsltem? D=193158]

— The Liturgy Committee
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST
— A Pancake Breakfast, sponsored by St.
= Christopher’s Youth Ministry, will be
S held on Sunday, February 4 from 7:30
<&=> am -11:30 am. in St. Christopher’s
school gym. Ticket prices are as
follows: Adults $5.00, Children (3-9)
$3.00 and Children under 3, Free. Back by popular
demand, Deacon Bill will be manning the grill.

Tickets will be available for purchase after all
Masses this weekend, January 27 and 28. Tickets
can aso be purchased at the Rectory during normal
business hours and at the door the morning of the
Pancake Breakfast. Proceeds from this breakfast will
be used to help send some of our teens to the New
England Youth Gathering this March and to a retreat
this April.

COFFEE HOURS

Coffee Hours following all Masses next weekend,
February 3 and 4, will be held in honor of Fr. Dolan as
we thank him for the assistance he's provided to our
parish these past few months. Donations of baked
goods (homemade or store bought), juice or punch are
being requested. |If you wish to provide refreshments,
please leave your donation in the Church Hall prior to
Mass.

Coffee Hours are aso being planned after al
Masses the following weekend, February 10 and 11, to
welcome Fr. Curran as our new pastor. If you are
interested in providing refreshments or assistance for
these coffee hours, you are asked to call Frank
McMahon at 568-2636. Thank you!

PARISH COUNCIL

The purpose of the Parish Council is to advise the
pastor on present and future developments in the parish
community, to assist the pastor as an instrument for
sharing the mission of Jesus and to set an example of
unity and cooperation as a Christian Community. The
current members of the Parish Council are: Frank
Vignati, Jr., Toni Amberg, Bev Connors, Scott Gay,
Bill Gilles, Roch Girard, Steve Kleva, Kay McNamara
and Laurie Janecko.

The Parish Council meets once per month. Itis a
great way to use your time and talent. Our next
meeting is on Tuesday, February 20 at 7:00 p.m. in the
school library. Why not plan on attending? All
members of the parish are always welcome.

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday,
February 5 at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall. Our
guest will be Jan Adams from the Fidelco Guide
Dog Foundation. Ms. Adams and one of the dogs
from the Foundation will give a one-hour
demonstration. Refreshments will be served. |If
you have any questions, please call Rose Y ergeau at
568-4029.

SCHOLARSHIPS

The Catholic Graduates Club of Greater
Hartford, Inc. will award two scholarships of
$1,000 each to Catholic students who are high
school seniors and who plan to attend a four-year
college in the fall of 2007. The applicants must
reside in Hartford County. Students are chosen on
the basis of financial need, scholarship, character,
leadership and achievement.

Information can be obtained by contacting
guidance counselors or principals in area high
schools. If the local school does not have this
information available, it may be obtained by writing
to:

The Catholic Graduates Club of Greater Hartford
Attn: Scholarship Chairperson

P.O. Box 1501

Hartford, CT 06144-1501

Deadline for submittal of scholarship applicationsis
March 15, 2007.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar

The people of Nazareth saw “Joseph’s son” as
their own home-town hero and celebrity. When
Jesus told them His mission was not only to
Nazareth, their pride turned to “indignation.”
Today’s gospel teaches us that our concern must
extend beyond our immediate family to al God’'s
children.

THE HARTFORD CATHOLIC WORKER

The Winter issue of The Hartford Catholic
Worker, published by the St. Martin de Porres
Catholic Worker Community is now available from
the Free Materias Rack in the Church Hall.




