
 

SAINT CHRISTOPHER CHURCH 
538 Brewer Street, East Hartford, CT  06118 
Tel:  (860) 568-5240    Fax:  (860) 568-0673 

E-mail:  stchris-eh@sbcglobal.net 
Website:  www.stchris-eh.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 21, 2007 
 

Respect L ife – More on Stem Cells 
 

 The January issue of Catholic Update inserted in last week’s Bulletin 
was devoted to “Stem Cell Research and Human Cloning.”   It answers 
some of the main questions about these important topics, including the 
all-important distinction between adult stem cells and embryonic stem 
cells. 
 

 Almost all moralists and churches, including the Catholic Church, 
see no moral objection to the use of adult stem cells for research.  
However, there is serious objection to the use of embryonic stem cells 
for research.  The reason is that “harvesting”  the embryonic stem cells 
involves killing the living human embryos.  The Catholic Church, and 
many others, oppose the direct destruction of innocent human life for 
any purpose, including research. 
 

 However, there is no moral objection to the use of stem cells taken 
from adults.  And in fact, there already have been positive results from 
the use of adult stem cells to help people with Parkinson’s disease, 
spinal cord injury, sickle-cell anemia, heart damage, corneal damage and 
dozens of other conditions. 
 

 Now additional good news comes from a study at Wake Forest and 
Harvard universities.  Released on January 7, the study says that “ the 
amniotic fluid surrounding a child in the womb can be a source of 
medically useful stem cells.  Dr. Anthony Atala of the Wake Forest 
Institute for Regenerative Medicine in Winston-Salem, N.C., said he and 
his colleagues used stem cells derived from amniotic fluid to create 
muscle, bone, fat, blood, nerve and liver cells in the laboratory.  Richard 
Doerflinger, deputy director of the U.S. bishops’  Secretariat for Pro-Life 
Activities, commented that this is the latest in a series of studies 
showing the research value of the byproducts of live birth.  Doerflinger 
told Catholic News Service that studies have shown that the placenta, 
cord blood, the umbilical cord itself and other byproducts of birth ‘may 
all contain very versatile stem cells, with many of the advantages of 
embryonic stem cells without the practical disadvantages or moral 
problems.’ ”   (Origins, January 18, 2007) 
 

 Despite its significance, the news of this recent study has received 
relatively little attention, while the clamor for the use of human 
embryos, at great cost, and with little hesitation over its moral 
implications, continues unabated. 
 

 If you did not get a copy of last week’s Catholic Update, extra copies 
are available at the doors of the Church. 
 

– Fr. Fanelli 
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      January 20 - 28, 2007 
 
 

 

Saturday, January 20, 4:30 p.m. 
Nelson Labrecque 

(Sister-in-Law & Brother-in-Law 
Omerine & Elmer Gendreau) 

 

Sunday, January 21, 8:00 a.m. 
Gerry Martin (Wife Jan & Family) 

 

Sunday, January 21, 10:30 a.m. 
Sandra DeVivo 

(Staff &  Students of St. Christopher School) 
 

Monday, January 22. 7:30 a.m. 
Designated by the American Bishops as 
a day of prayer and penance for violation 

to the dignity of human life 
 

Tuesday, January 23, 7:30 a.m. 
Herman Labbe (Gennaro Viglione) 

 

Wednesday, January 24, 7:30 a.m. 
William Kennedy (Daughter Anne) 

 

Thursday, January 25, 7:30 a.m. 
Paul Franklin (Wife Claire) 

 

Fr iday, January 26, 7:30 a.m. 
Elizabeth Barno (Grandchildren) 

 

Saturday, January 27, 4:30 p.m. 
Helena Duarte – In Memory of Her Birthday 

(Husband, Children, Grandchildren & Family) 
 

Sunday, January 28, 8:00 a.m. 
Felicia Chesery – 9th Anniversary 

(Daughters and Sons-in Law 
Madeline & Santo Cassarino and 

Cynthia & Daniel Weiss) 
 

Sunday, January 28, 10:30 a.m. 
Anne Keen (The Sullivan Family) 

 

                                      Please pray for : 
 

Rev. Philip J. Cascia 
Mary E. Crowley 
Gertrude Paradis 
Jeanne M. Trinks 

 
 

A TITHING PARISH 
 
 

Weekly Collection (January 14): 
 
 

  Adults: $ 7,359 
  Children: $        2 
  Total: $ 7,361 
 

 Same Sunday in 2006: $ 9,136 
 
 

ARCHDIOCESAN 
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS 

COLLECTION 
 Please consider an investment in the future – of 
our Church as well as our local and national 
community by supporting our Catholic high schools.  
Your gift in the second collection this weekend will 
benefit East Catholic High School, where young 
people learn to live their faith daily and become 
tomorrow’s religious and social leaders.  Your 
support is important and is greatly appreciated. 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE 
From the Internal Revenue Service 

“Due to recent changes in the tax laws, beginning 
with contributions made in 2007, parishioners (those 
who itemize their tax returns) will no longer be able 
to deduct contributions to the parish unless they 
maintain a bank record or obtain a written 
contribution statement from the parish.  If you wish to 
ensure deductibility of your contributions to the 
parish, please use a check or your parish envelopes. 
The parish will track contributions made using parish 
envelopes, and will, upon request, produce a written 
statement of contributions made during 2007. 
Canceled checks and other bank records are also 
sufficient documentation.  The par ish cannot track 
cash contr ibutions not given in par ish envelopes.”  
 

 If you are not currently receiving envelopes, but 
wish to use the weekly offertory envelopes, please 
call the Rectory at 568-5240 to make arrangements. 
 

 

January 21, 2007 
Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

"The Spirit of the Lord 
is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to bring 
glad tidings to the poor. 
He has sent me to 
proclaim liberty to 
captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to let 
the oppressed go free." 
 

– Luke 4:18 
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CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
 The annual observance of Catholic Schools Week, 
sponsored by The National Catholic Educational 
Association, will take place during the week of January 
28 – February 3. 
 

 The week is intended to be a time to celebrate the 
accomplishments of Catholic schools and to remind us 
and our communities, and the nation as a whole, of the 
importance of Catholic schools and the values they 
represent.  In our school the observance will include a 
variety of special programs for students and parents. 
 

 Catholic Schools Week also is a time to be grateful 
for the religious freedom we enjoy which makes it 
possible for us to have religious schools. 
 

 But it is also a time for us to reflect on the growing 
pressures on Catholic and other private schools, 
especially financial pressure.  Although in our country we 
have the right to provide a religiously centered education, 
it is becoming increasingly difficult for families to 
exercise that right.  Many are being forced to give up the 
exercise of that right.  It seems clear that the only way of 
remedying this injustice is to provide all children, and all 
parents, a fair share in public funds by such programs as 
textbook loans, tax credits, and ultimately through some 
form of education voucher. 
 

 Catholic Schools Week is also meant to keep that 
goal in the forefront of our thinking and to stimulate new 
commitment to working for it. 
 

 However, as we continue to strive for full recognition 
of parental rights, we must do all we can ourselves to 
provide for the long-term stability and vitality of Catholic 
schools.  Our school’s Development Program, led by 
Karen Santacross, and our Home and School Association 
have accomplished amazing results through fundraisers 
and the Annual Fund, providing a significant amount for 
the school’s operating budget.  We thank all of you who 
have contributed to that success. 
 

 But a long range approach also is essential.  It 
includes a Deferred Giving Program, and a renewed 
effort to increase the school’s Endowment Fund.  You 
will hear more about these opportunities to create a 
strong future for St. Christopher School.  In the 
meantime, enjoy Catholic Schools Week and the children 
who make it so worthwhile.  And be encouraged by the 
appointment of our new pastor, Fr. Vincent Curran, who 
very strongly believes in the value of Catholic schools. 
 

– Fr. Fanelli 

COFFEE HOURS 
 Coffee Hours following all Masses are being 
planned for the weekends of February 3/4 and 
February 9/10.  The coffee hours for the February 3/4 
weekend will be in honor of Fr. Dolan as we thank 
him for the assistance he’s provided to our parish 
these past few months.  The February 9/10 coffee 
hours will be in honor of Fr. Curran as we welcome 
him as our new pastor. 
 We are seeking volunteers who are willing to 
donate baked goods (homemade or store bought), 
juice or punch or who are willing to help with setup 
and cleanup.  If you are interested in providing 
refreshments or assistance, you are asked to call Frank 
McMahon at 568-2636.  Thank you! 
 
 

ADULT SOCIAL CLUB 
 The Adult Social Club will meet on Monday, 
February 5 at 1:00 p.m. in the church hall.  Our guest 
will be Jan Adams from the Fidelco Guide Dog 
Foundation.  Ms. Adams and one of the dogs from the 
Foundation will give a one-hour demonstration.  
Refreshments will be served.  If you have any 
questions, please call Rose Yergeau at 568-4029. 
 
 

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
 The Archdiocesan Office for Black Catholic 
Ministries invites you to attend a Soul-Searching 
Mass celebrating Black History Month.  The authentic 
Afro-Centric Liturgy, including liturgical dancers and 
drummers, will be celebrated on Sunday, February 4 
at 2:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. Joseph, 140 
Farmington Avenue in Hartford.  Archbishop Henry 
Mansell will be the main celebrant, and the guest 
homilist will be Deacon Reggie Norman of 
Waterbury.  The Archdiocesan Gospel Choir will 
provide the music and Honor Guards from the 
Knights and Ladies of St. Peter Claver and the 
Knights of Columbus will be present.  All are 
welcome!  For more information, please call the 
Office for Black Catholic Ministries at 243-0648. 
 
 

 
 

We welcome into our Christian community through 
the holy of waters of baptism: 

 

Evan Ronald Bomengen 
 

son of Ronald and Kristen Bomengen 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Luke 1:1-4,4:14-21 
 

To be a person of faith there are certain 
fundamental requirements.  Among those is 
willingness to listen and to be changed by what we 
hear.   That is so because we are on a journey of faith, 
a journey that none of us can make alone.  We need to 
be guided and taught in all sorts of ways.  Thus if we 
are unwilling to listen, to learn new things and to 
undergo change and conversion in our lives our faith 
lives go nowhere.  We get lost in the things of this 
earth. 

 
The prophet Ezra stood before the people of 

Israel.  They had returned, just a few decades before 
from more than 50 years of exile in Babylonia.  They 
were rebuilding their society and had just rebuilt the 
Temple that had been destroyed by the Babylonians.   
They rebuilt but exile had changed them.  Many now 
worshipped other gods.  Many had married 
foreigners.  The people of Israel, in many ways 
ceased following the Law of Moses, the foundation of 
their faith.  Ezra, their prophet and a man who had 
accompanied them out of exile in 539 B.C. 
recognized that if the identity of the people of Israel 
as the people of the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
was to endure, they had to change.  So Ezra brought 
out the Book of the Law.  He stood upon a wooden 
platform in front of the newly rebuilt Temple.  He 
read to them what they had forgotten.  They listened.  
They understood.  And, for the time being, they 
changed. 

 
More than four centuries later, at the very 

beginning of his ministry, Jesus of Nazareth returned 
to his home from a time of prayer in the desert.  It 
was the Sabbath.  As was his custom, he went to the 
synagogue.  There among his friends, family and 
neighbors, he received from an attendant a scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah.  He stood before his people and he 
read, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor…to 
proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to let the oppressed go free and to proclaim 
a time acceptable to the Lord.”  

 
He finished. 
 

(continued in the next column) 

 
(Gospel Insights – continued) 

 
Everyone remained in silence watching him.  

They were not sure what to make of what they had 
just heard.  He spoke in a manner that touched their 
hearts, but what did it mean?  Without speaking Jesus 
handed the scroll back to the attendant.  He sat down 
among his people.  The silence continued.  They 
waited.  Then Jesus said from his seat among them, 
“Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your 
hearing.”   Those who heard him that day could not 
have known it but everything has just changed.  It 
was a moment of shift in the universe.  The time of 
the Law of Moses had reached fulfillment.  The time 
of the Gospel had begun.  Who would listen?  Who 
would be willing to be changed by what they were to 
hear? 

 
I have a question.  Who here wants to go to 

heaven?  Raise your hands if you want to go to 
heaven.  Now I have another question.  You don’ t 
have to raise your hands on this one, just think about 
it.  Who here is pretty sure that you already know all 
that you need to know and have made all the 
commitments and changes in your life necessary to be 
a person of faith on his or her way to heaven?  In 
other words, who among you thinks that you already 
have it in the bag? 

 
In our lives of faith this much is true.  No matter 

what some of us may think, none of us has heaven in 
the bag.  In fact thinking that we do very likely is 
proof that we do not.  Coming to heaven is a journey 
that ends only in the last moment of our lives.  And 
we get there only by being willing, even unto that last 
moment in our lives, to listen to something beyond 
ourselves and to be changed by what we hear—even 
unto that last moment before death.  And what we are 
called to listen to before all other things is the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.  We must grow in the Gospel, making 
it more and more central in our lives before all other 
things. 

 
[To view the remainder of this homily by 
Fr. Samuel Hose, visit: 
http://www.sjvroundrock.org/Archives/Homilies/ 
2004/hom012504.htm] 
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
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A DAY OF PRAYER FOR LIFE 
 January 22, 2007 marks the 34th “birthday”  of the 
Supreme Courts abortion-approving decision, Roe v. 
Wade, a ruling that has denied a birthday to millions of 
American children.  Who can comprehend the height and 
depth of the devastation this single legal decision has 
brought to men, women, communities and society at 
large? 
 In observance of this day of prayer, the following pro-
life prayer service and Masses will be celebrated in the 
Hartford area: 
 

 �  A Mass for Life will be celebrated at 9:00 a.m. on 
Monday, January 22 at SS. Cyril and Methodius 
Church in Hartford. 

 

 �  A Rosary for Life and Divine Mercy Prayer Service 
will be held on Monday, January 22 at 11:30 a.m. at 
the Connecticut state capitol, followed by a program 
of speakers in the capitol’s Old Judiciary Room. 

 

���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� CORRECTION ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� ���� 
 �  A Day of Prayer and Penance for Life, sponsored by 

the Pro-Life Committee of St. Joseph Cathedral, will 
be on Tuesday, January 23 and will include Mass 
celebrated in the cathedral at 12:10 p.m., followed by 
exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and the 
sacrament of reconciliation. 

 
 

 
 Glastonbury Cub Scout Pack 158 and the Glastonbury 
Freemasons are hosting a Child Identification Program 
(CHIP) event at the Hebron Avenue Elementary School 
in Glastonbury on Saturday, January 27 from 12:00 noon 
to 4:00 p.m. 
 CHIP is the most comprehensive child identification 
and recovery program in the nation and it is FREE to all 
families.  The CHIP program creates a complete package 
of identification material for each child.  This package is 
given to the family to be given to the police in the event 
the child is ever lost.  The package includes Digital 
Media (video, audio, pictures), DNA swabs, finger prints 
and dental impressions. 
 For more information, please call Andrew 
Pulvermacher at 529-7500 ext. 777 or 633-3324. 

 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
A Pancake Breakfast, 
sponsored by St. Christopher’s 
Youth Ministry, will be held on 
Sunday, February 4 from 7:30 
a.m. – 11:30 a.m. in St. 
Christopher’s school gym.  

Ticket prices are as follows:  Adults $5.00, 
Children (3-9) $3.00 and Children under 3, 
Free.  Back by popular demand, Deacon Bill 
will be manning the grill. 
 Tickets will be available for purchase after 
all Masses next weekend, January 27 and 28.  
Tickets can also be purchased at the Rectory 
during normal business hours and at the door 
the morning of the Pancake Breakfast.  Proceeds 
from this breakfast will be used to help send 
some of our teens to the New England Youth 
Gathering this March and to a retreat this April. 
 
 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE 
by Bud Ozar  

 The “power of the Spirit”  which anointed 
Jesus “ rests upon”  you urging you to see 
yourself as “ the captive, the blind and the 
prisoner”  of today’s gospel.  Are you a 
“captive”  needing release from exhausting 
schedules?  Is life so hectic you are “blind”  to 
the needs of others?  Are we “ the prisoners”  
who need to be set free? 
 
 
 
FOOD BANK VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 The St. Christopher/South 
Congregational Church Food 
Bank is seeking volunteers.  We 
have recently lost three volunteers 
– one couple moved out of the 
area and another is recuperating 
from an injury.  Food Bank volunteers devote a 
small amount of time during the day on a 
rotating schedule.  If you are interested in 
becoming a Food Bank volunteer, or if you 
would like further information, please call Dick 
and Eleanor Domler at 569-7396.  Your help is 
very much needed. 


