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“Time itself is neutral; it can be used either destructively or
constructively. More and more | feel that the people of ill will
have used time much more effectively than have the people of
good will. Wewill have to repent in this generation not merely
for the hateful words and actions of the bad people, but for the
appalling silence of the good people. Human progress never
rollsin on wheels of inevitability; it comes through the tireless
efforts of men willing to be co-workers with God, and without
this hard work, time itself becomes an ally of the forces of
stagnation.”

— Martin Luther King, Jr.

“In days to come the mountain of the Lord' s house shall be
established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised
above the hills; all the nations shall streamto it.”

“He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for
many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.”

—lsaiah 2:2, 4

“The question is not whether we will be extremists, but what
kind of extremists we will be. Will we be extremists for hate
or for love? Will we be extremists for the preservation of
injustice or for the extension of justice?’

— Martin Luther King, Jr.
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Second Sunday in wine.”
Ordinary Time —John 2:1-3
Mass Intentions || January 13 - 21, 2007

Saturday, January 13, 4:30 p.m.
William Parker (The Sullivan Family)

Sunday, January 14, 8:00 a.m.
Leena Johnson (Blanche & Chester Allen)

Sunday, January 14, 10:30 a.m.
Gene Tirinzonie (Family)

Monday, January 15, 7:30 a.m.
Stephen & George Cutler (Sister)

Tuesday, January 16, 7:30 a.m.
Herman L abbe (Jean Walker)

Wednesday, January 17, 7:30 a.m.
Elizabeth “Betty” Jones (The Szalay Family)

Thursday, January 18, 7:30 a.m.
William Stone (Wife & Family)

Friday, January 19, 7:30 a.m.
John Olinatz (Children)

Saturday, January 20, 4:30 p.m.
Nelson Labrecque
(Sster-in-Law & Brother-in-Law
Omerine & Elmer Gendreau)

Sunday, January 21, 8:00 a.m.
Gerry Martin (Wife Jan & Family)

Sunday, January 21, 10:30 a.m.
Sandra DeVivo
(Staff & Sudents of S. Christopher School)

Cana in Galileg, and the
Jesus was
Jesus and his
disciples were aso

A TITHING PARISH
Weekly Collection (January 7):

Adults: $ 9,027
Children: $ 4
Total: $ 9,031

Same Sunday in 2006: $ 11,332

IMPORTANT MESSAGE
From the Internal Revenue Service

“Due to recent changes in the tax laws, beginning
with contributions made in 2007, parishioners (those
who itemize their tax returns) will no longer be able
to deduct contributions to the parish unless they
maintain a bank record or obtan a written
contribution statement from the parish. If you wish to
ensure deductibility of your contributions to the
parish, please use a check or your parish envelopes.
The parish will track contributions made using parish
envelopes, and will, upon request, produce a written
statement of contributions made during 2007.
Canceled checks and other bank records are also
sufficient documentation. The parish cannot track
cash contributions not given in parish envelopes.”

If you are not currently receiving envelopes, but
wish to use the weekly offertory envelopes, please
call the Rectory at 568-5240 to make arrangements.

RESIGNATION

Mary Marsan, our Director of Religious
Education, has resigned to accept a position in the
Archdiocesan Office of Religious Education. Today
isher last official day at St. Christopher’s.

We thank Mary for leading our Religious
Education Program for the past nine months and wish
her success in her new position.

Arrangements are being made, in consultation
with Fr. Curran, to assure the continuity of the parish
program until a new DRE can be chosen.

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED
In observance of Martin Luther King Day, the
parish office will be closed on Monday, January 15.
We will reopen on Tuesday, January 16 at 8:30 am.
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MARCH FOR LIFE

The Archdiocesan  Pro-Life
Committee has made arrangements
for buses going to Washington, DC
for the annual March for Life on the anniversary of
the 1973 Supreme Court decision in Roe v. Wade
legalizing abortion. For our area the bus will leave
from St. Mark the Evangelist Church in West
Hartford at 11:00 p.m. on Sunday, January 21 and
return late Monday evening. Please cal Sandy
Bobowski at (860) 233-0139 or Fr. James Cronin, the
Archdiocesan Pro-Life Director, at (203) 878-3571.
Please call before Wednesday, January 17 so final
plans can be made.

For those unable to travel to Washington:

Day of Prayer and Penance For Life will be held
at St. Joseph Cathedral at 12:00 noon on Monday,
January 22

Pro-Life Mass at SS. Cyril and Methodius
Church in Hartford a 9:00 am. on Monday,
January 22

Prayer Service at the State Capitol at 11:30 am.
on Monday, January 22

In the New Haven area, the Knights of
Columbus will sponsor a Rosary for Life at 12:30
p.m. with decades recited at St. Mary Church, the
Superior Courts at both EIm St. and Church St.,
City Hall and the Federal Court at Church St.

In addition, St. Mary Church in Windsor Locks will
present a program this Monday, January 15 at
7:00 p.m. Guest speakers are Fr. Thomas Euteneuer,
President of Human Life International and Mary
Hayden from Rachel’s Vineyard retreats. For more
information about this program, please call St. Mary’s
at 623-2524.

DOESIT CHANGE ANYBODY'SMIND?

So often it is said that the continuing national
debate about abortion doesn't change anybody’s
mind. Nothing could be farther from the truth.

Accurate information, reasoned discussions, and
ongoing prayer and reflection often do change
people’s minds. The article by Fred Barnes inserted
in this Bulletin is an example.

TRIBUTE MASS
Office for Black Catholic Ministries
invites you to attend a special Mass celebrating
The Lifeand Legacy of
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Monday, January 15, 2007 — 9:00 AM
Cathedral of St. Joseph
140 Farmington Ave., Hartford
Main Celebrant: Msgr. John McCarthy
Homilist: Deacon Arthur Miller
Featuring the St. Michael Church Gospel Choir
Join usaswe pay tribute
to this exceptional American!
All Are Welcomel!

St. Christopher School Open House
Tuesday, January 30
St. Christopher School invites you to attend their Open
House for prospective families of Pre-Kindergarten to
Grade Eight students on Tuesday, January 30. There
will be two sessions:

9:00 -11:00 am. (while school isin session)
7:00 — 8:00 p.m. (includes tour)

You can attend one or both sessions. Come and learn
about our program of excellence and meet some of the
staff, students, and parents. St. Christopher School
provides a value-oriented education in a safe and
comfortable environment. Learn more about our:

Religious Education Program
Full-day Kindergarten

Strong Academic Program

Caring faculty & staff

Foreign Language & Algebra
Instruction in Art & Music

State of the Art Computer Classes for all
grades

Physical education & sports program
Extra curricular activities
After-School Program

Our graduates leave St. Christopher’s prepared to excel
in further education. St. Christopher School is
accredited by the New England Association of Schools
and Colleges. Applications are now available for Fall
Enrollment. We hope to see you there.

For more information, please call the school at 568-
4100 or visit www.saintchristopherschool .org.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time—John 2:1-12

Today’ s wedding feast story is full of symbols. We
should not just see this story as Jesus using his divine
power to ease the embarrassment of hishosts. Thereis
far more to it than that. John never speaks of Jesus
‘miracles.” He prefersto call them ‘signs' — pointing to
God' s power and love at work in Jesus.

John’s gospel opens with a seven-day tableau of
events. Seven isavery meaningful number for him: it
expresses perfection and completeness. In his gospel
there are seven ‘signs’ from Jesus and there are seven ‘|
AM..." statements by which Jesus reveals who heis for
us. This seven-day tableau is reminiscent of the seven
days of Creation. Genesis starts with: “In the
beginning, God created the heavens and the earth...”
John’s opening words are: “In the beginning was the
Word...”

Jesus, then, isinaugurating a new Creation, agiving
of new life.  Today’'s passage takes place on the
seventh and final day of this opening week in John's
gospel. In John, God celebrates on this seventh day
with a wedding banquet. And indeed life with God is
often pictured in the Scripture as a banquet.

We are told that there were six large pots prepared
for the ritua purification which Jews were expected to
perform on entering a house and before eating. They
are therefore a symbol of the Old Law. The number
six was considered an imperfect number, one short of
the perfect seven. And, a this moment, the pots are
empty. Jesus has them filled with water. The water,
when poured out, turns out to be wine, not just ordinary
wine, but wine of the highest quality.

This wine symbolized the New Way that Jesus is
introducing, far better than what had gone before. In
the other gospels, Jesus speaks of new wine not to be
put in old wineskins. The chief steward did not know
where the wine had come from; but the servants knew.
Just as the leaders of the Jews did not recognize the
good wine that was Jesus, but Jesus disciples did.
They were the ones who were distributing it on Jesus
behalf. And there was so much of this new wine: 120-
180 gallons! It represents the generosity and liberality
of God. “I have come that they may have life, lifein
abundance!”

(continued in the next column)

(Gospel Insights— continued)

And al this happens at a wedding banquet. In the
New Testament Church, the Christian community is
the Bride of Christ. In the Letter to the Ephesians this
“marriage”’ is linked to human marriage, of whichitis
amodel. When we celebrate life — births, weddings,
anniversaries and even funerals — we tend to sit down
together to celebrate by eating.

And we do that every Sunday when we gather for
the meal of the Eucharist. Why do we come to the
church on Sundays? Out of a sense of duty? When
| come, am | normally bored to death? Do | ever
expect that | might enjoy the experience? Do | have
any sense of togetherness with those around me or are
they just strangers who happen to come at the same
time to the same place? Do | bring anything with me
to the celebration like my voice in song; or do | just
expect to get something? |s my being at Mass more
like an intimate family meal or more like eating alone
in a corner of McDonald’s? Do we judge the Mass
by what others are doing: the celebrant and his
sermon, the choir...? Do we expect a‘cabaret’ Mass
where we come to be entertained and, if we like it,
applaud at the end?

Finally, Mary was there. Her intervention saved
the day. Her words to the servants are still highly
meaningful for us: “Do whatever he tellsyou.” (That
is the motto of East Catholic High School!) Mary
here really represents the Church (as she does at the
foot of the cross): it is through the Church that Christ
comes into our lives and through the Church that we
go to him.

Today’s Gospel is not just a story about a hitch in
awedding party 2,000 years ago and how Jesus saved
the day. Much more, it is about living as a Christian
today and every day — with joy!

— The Liturgy Committee

CHILDREN'SLITURGY
The next monthly Children's
Liturgy will be celebrated next
Sunday, January 21 at 10:30 am.
All areinvited.
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST
) A Pancake Breakfast, sponsored by St
== Christopher’s Youth Ministry, will be held on
Sunday, February 4 from 7:30 am. — 11:30
am. in St. Christopher’s school gym. Ticket
prices are as follows: Adults $5.00, Children (3-9) $3.00
and Children under 3, Free.

Tickets will be available for purchase after all Masses
the weekend of January 27 and 28. Tickets can also be
purchased at the Rectory during normal business hours and
at the door the morning of the Pancake Breakfast. Proceeds
from this breakfast will be used to help send some of our
teens to the New England Y outh Gathering this March and
to aretreat this April.

CHRISTIAN UNITY

In order to unite with one another,
we must love one another;
in order to love one another,
we must know one another;
in order to know one another,
we must go and meet one another.

The period of January 18-25 is designated each year as the
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. It is the will of Jesus
that al his followers be united. Divisions among
Christians have not only wounded the Body of Christ and
ignored his call to oneness, but have aso been a serious
obstacle to acceptance of the Faith by many people.

Progress has been made in recent years through the
Ecumenical Movement, with serious theological
discussions between Churches, and the efforts of Christians
at the parish level to join together in prayer, and in service
to those in need. Obviously much more needs to be done.

Let us keep this goal of Christian unity in our prayers,
especialy during this week.

BLOOD DRIVE BEING HELD
The American Red Cross heedsyour help!

Friday, February 2
1:30 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
In the Main Hall
Knights of Columbus
1831 Main Street — East Hartford

For an appointment, please call 1-800-GIVE-LIFE

VOTE WITH YOUR FEET

Before the new legidative session begins,
come to the Public Meeting, sponsored by the
Coalition for Equity and Justice where we will
ask our legislators to support bills to provide
school readiness programs for disadvantaged
communities, expand the Husky Heath Care
program, grant Earned Income Tax Credit to the
working poor and grant in-state tuition to
children of immigrants. The meeting will be
held at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 23, at the
House of Restoration, 1665 Main Street in
Hartford. Please contact Mary-Frances
Hennessy at 523-1840 for further details or to
share rides.

ARCHDIOCESAN
CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOLS
COLLECTION

Please consider an investment in the future —
of our Church as well as our local and national
community by supporting our Catholic high
schools. Your gift in the second collection next
weekend, January 20 and 21 will benefit East
Catholic High School, where young people
learn to live their faith daily and become
tomorrow’s religious and social leaders. Your
support isimportant and is greatly appreciated.

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE
by Bud Ozar

It is appropriate that the marriage at Cana
was the “first sign” where people “saw and
believed” God acting in Jesus. In a married
couples loving fidelity, we catch a glimpse of
God's love for each of us. Marriageisa“sign”
leading usto “believe.”

THANK YOU NOTES
We recently received some beautifully
written thank you notes from the teen mothers at
Synergy High School thanking our parishioners
for their generous donations made through our
Hearts and Hands program. These notes are on
display on the Bulletin Board at the main
entrance of the Church. We invite you to stop

by to read these letters of appreciation.



