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December 24, 2006 
 

Theophany*  
(Luke 2 & Matthew 1-2) 

 

 What are we who tried so hard 
 to keep you far from us, 
 addressing you as God Most High, 
 Lord, King, and offering gold on gold, 
 clouds of incense, myrrh, 
 to make of this? 
 

 What are we who tried so hard 
 to save you from the smell 
 of those below the bottom rung 
 and now must step around still steaming 
 dung to reach your manger bed 
 to make of this? 
 

 What are we who tried so hard 
 to pick and purchase gifts of royal ilk 
 and now see you, despite malodorous 
 incense, drafty cold, move toward 
 your mother’s milk with infant bliss 
 to make of this? 
 

Chr istmas Sky*  
(Matthew 2:9) 

 

 That once-in-a-world-time night 
 even the stars, otherwise 
 so distant in their ancient skies, 
 came to adore the in-the-beginning Light. 
 
 

 
*  From Incarnation:  New and Selected Poems for Spiritual Reflection by Irene 
Zimmerman, copyright © 2004 by Irene Zimmerman.  Used by permission of 
Cowley Publications (www.cowley.org).  All rights reserved. 

 
 
PRIESTS 

Rev. James G. Fanelli, Temporary Administrator 
Rev. William E. McGrath, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Michael Dolan, Weekend Assistant 
 
DEACON / RCIA DIRECTOR 
William Gilles – 633-8997 
 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
Kay McNamara 
Stephen Kleva 
 
PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT 
Francis Vignati – 569-4677 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL CHAIRMAN 
Michael Munley – 683-8594 
 
PARISH SECRETARY 
Bonnie Szalay – 568-5240 
 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
Mrs. Kathleen Madej – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR 
Karen Santacross – 568-4975 
 
SCHOOL SECRETARY 
Audrey Bjorkman – 568-4100 
 
SCHOOL BOARD PRESIDENT 
Llewellyn Priest – 569-0087 
 
HOME / SCHOOL ASSOC. CO-PRESIDENTS 
Cynnamon Hebert – 568-7501 
Lynne Cote – 461-2683 
 
SCHOOL’S WEBSITE 
www.saintchristopherschool.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Mary Marsan – 569-7686 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
Sandra Bonfiglio & Martha Gaudreau – 895-8692 
 
BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY 
Toni Amberg – 568-9069 
 
PARISH & SCHOOL ACCOUNTANT 
Dianne Rumsey 
 
CHURCH CUSTODIAN 
Roger Dube 
 
MASSES 
Saturday Vigil:  4:30 PM 
Sunday:  8:00 AM and 10:30 AM 
Monday – Friday:  7:30 AM 
Holy Days:  As announced in the preceding 
Sunday Bulletin 
 
SACRAMENT OF PENANCE 
Saturday afternoon:  3:15 – 4:00 PM 
or Anytime by appointment 
 
PRE-BAPTISM PROGRAM 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
BAPTISMS 
By appointment with Deacon Bill Gilles - 633-8997 
 
MARRIAGES 
Please contact Parish Priest at least six months in 
advance at 568-5240 
 
MARRIAGE & FAMILY THERAPIST 
(From Bridge Counseling Center) 
Colleen Murphy – 568-0115 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRO-LIFE COMMITTEE 
Sue Sadolfo – 568-4373 
 
COORDINATOR OF PRAYER TREE 
Bev Connors – 432-1530 or 966-1388 
 
COORDINATOR OF FOOD BANK 
Eleanor Domler – 569-7396 
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    December 23 - 31, 2006 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, December  23, 4:30 p.m. 
Stanley Corbin 

 

Tuesday, December  26, 7:30 a.m. 
Manuel Machado 

(Wife, Daughter & Son-in-Law) 
 

Wednesday, December  27, 7:30 a.m. 
Alice Bertrand 

(Jean-Luc & Laurette Belanger) 
 

Thursday, December  28, 7:30 a.m. 
Josephine Jeski 

(John & Moira Traynor) 
 

Fr iday, December  29, 7:30 a.m. 
Clarence and Ruth Williams 
(Margaret & The Children) 

 
Saturday, December  30, 4:30 p.m. 

John F. Colgan – 1st Anniversary 
(Grace & Family) 

 
Sunday, December  31, 8:00 a.m. 

Bernardino Figueiredo (Wife) 
Antonio Tavares Bairos (Son) 

 
Sunday, December  31, 10:30 a.m. 
Albert Pettinato – 20th Anniversary 

and Antonietta Pettinato 
(Daughter Marianna Beaumont & Family) 

Justin Todd Briere 
(Mom Marianna, Dad Greg and Sister Toni Rose) 

 

 
A TITHING PARISH 

 
 

Weekly Collection (December 17): 
 

  Adults: $ 8,486 
  Children: $        5 
  Total: $ 8,491 
 
 

 Same Sunday in 2005: $ 9,133 
 

 Collection for Retired Religious:  $ 5,215 
 

 (Thank you for your generosity!) 
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE FOR 
MASSES 

AND CONFESSIONS 
 

 
Sunday – December  24 – Chr istmas Eve Masses 

 

 4:30 p.m. (A special Children’s Choir, 
   directed by Sue Ward, will be 
   leading the congregation in song.) 
 

 10:00 p.m. (A Carol Sing, led by the Adult 
    Choir, begins at 9:30 p.m.) 
 

 There is no Midnight Mass. 
 

Monday – December  25 – Chr istmas Day Masses 
 

8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Sunday – December  31 
Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

 

Saturday, December 30 – 4:30 p.m. Vigil 
 

Sunday, December 31 – 8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
 

(No Vigil Mass for January 1) 
 
 

Monday – January 1 
Feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother  of God 

 

8:00 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Sacrament of Penance (Confession) 
 

Saturday – December 30:  3:15 – 4:00 p.m. 
 

December  24, 2006 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

When Elizabeth heard 
Mary�s greeting, the 
infant leaped in her 
womb, and Elizabeth, 
filled with the Holy 
Spirit, cried out in a 
loud voice and said, 
"Blessed are you 
among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of 
your womb." 
 

– Luke 1:41-42 
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CHRIST HAS COME – REJOICE! 
 

 Christmas is a special season.  The message: “For 
unto us a Child is born,”  tells us that Jesus was born as 
God’s gift to each one of us.  Like the Wise Men, who 
sought truth and found Jesus, we are pilgrims on a 
journey toward Christ.  We seek the wisdom, the peace, 
the life and the joy that only Christ can provide. 
 

 We wish all of you – our parishioners and visitors – 
a very Merry and Blessed Christmas.  May this 
Christmas season find you abounding in love, rejoicing 
in hope, and feeling secure in God’s peace. 
 

 You and your loved ones will be remembered in our 
Christmas Masses and in our prayers. 
 

Fr. McGrath, Fr. Fanelli, Deacon Bill Gilles 
and all the Parish Staff 

 
 
 

DON’T GET SHUTOUT! 
 Many of you men have been thinking about making 
the Men’s Retreat.  I think we all know inside we need 
this time at the Holy Family Retreat Center in West 
Hartford to refresh ourselves.  However, you still have 
not filled out the enrollment form and mailed it in.  
Please don’ t let the cost of the retreat offering keep you 
from attending; the important thing is that you 
attend…you need only pay what you can and credit 
cards are accepted.  The retreat begins Friday, January 
12 – 14, 2007…it’s still not too late.  There are a few 
spaces still available.  Reservation forms can be found 
on all the Church bulletin boards.  For more 
information or to just talk about the retreat, contact Phil 
Gosselin at 568-5001 or Mike Poirier at 568-0632. 
 
 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE – by Bud Ozar  
 In the gospel Elizabeth told Mary “blessed is she 
who believes the promises made by the Lord.”   We 
celebrate Jesus’  birth because He revealed God’s 
promises of unconditional love, eternal life and the 
greatness achieved through service to others.  If, like 
Mary, you believe these promises, blessings come.  It is 
a Merry Christmas for believers. 

GENEROUS HEARTS 
 Again, the people of St. Christopher’s have 
responded to the Hearts and Hands Progam with great 
generosity.  Dozens of gifts were placed under our 
Christmas tree and have been distributed to 
Birthright, Catholic Worker House and the mothers 
and babies at Synergy High School.  Thank you for 
the kindness you have shown. 
 Like other activities and programs of the parish, 
this one could not succeed without the dedication and 
leadership of a special group of volunteers.  In this 
case, we recognize and express our great gratitude to 
Kay McNamara, the coordinator of the Hearts and 
Hands Program.  Kay has organized the program for 
many years, and has been helped by a wonderful 
group of volunteers.  We are very thankful for all they 
do in the name of the parish. 
 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
CLASS SCHEDULE 

Parents:  please note that there will be NO 
Religious Education class on Sunday, 
December 24 or Sunday, December 31. 

Classes will resume on Sunday, January 7.  We hope 
you have a wonderful and blessed Christmas holiday.  
The Religious Education Office will be closed the week 
between Christmas and New Year�s. 
 

– Mary Marsan, Director of Religious Education 
 
 

CALENDARS 
Calendars for 2007 will be available in two different 
styles next weekend after all Masses.  We are grateful to 
the Callahan, Newkirk & Whitney Funeral Home for 
providing them. 
 
 

ST. CHRISTOPHER 
STUDENTS RECYCLE! 

 

Students of St. Christopher School have been earning 
money by participating in the Funding Factory 
Recycling Program.  We collect empty laser and inkjet 
cartridges and used cell phones from the community and 
send them to the Funding Factory in exchange for cash.  
All proceeds are used to support our technology 
program.  Please help us by donating your used 
cartridges and cell phones.  A blue collection bin has 
been placed in the church wing for your convenience.  
Thank you for your assistance!  If you have any 
questions please contact Sharon Walker @ 461-2050. 
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Fourth Sunday of Advent – Luke 1:39-44 

 

The birth of Jesus is now imminent.  Sunday night 
we will be celebrating the memory of that great event.  
Today’s Mass prepares us for the Christmas 
celebration.  Each of the three readings takes up a 
different aspect of this great mystery to help us in our 
understanding and in our personal preparation. 

 

In the Gospel, we come down with a bump into the 
real world.  From the grand prophetic language of 
Micah we are brought to a small remote corner of 
Israel.  Two unknown women, Mary and Elizabeth, 
seem to be the principal actors.  There is no mention of 
Zachary, the husband of Elizabeth, though he must 
have been around.  But he had doubted the word of the 
angel and so he cannot speak until after the birth of his 
son. 

 

And yet, the really important characters are the 
unseen children, Jesus and John.  It is through their 
mothers that they are first brought together. 

 

Already we can see a major theme of Luke’s gospel 
being unfolded at this early stage in the coming of 
Jesus, even before his birth in Bethlehem.  We are 
presented with the humility of the mother and her Son.  
It is they who go to visit and not they who are visited.  
There is no question of status or “ face”  with these two 
people.  Even before he is born, Jesus already comes to 
serve and not to be served.  It is through service we will 
recognize him as Lord.  Later on he will tell his 
disciples, “You call me Master and Lord and you are 
right and yet I am the one who washes your feet.  You 
go and do the same”  (John 13:13-15). 

 

It is the beginning of God’s great plan to bring 
salvation and wholeness to the world.  God’s own Son 
is preparing to come and live among us as a human 
being.  He will be like us in every respect except in his 
freedom from sinfulness and its source, our fears and 
insecurity.  As we party our way through the Christmas 
season, let us not forget what it is really about: the 
coming of God among us to show us the greatest love 
that can be shown, the laying down of one’s life for 
one’s friends. 

 

We should not, then, be surprised at the Opening 
Prayer of today’s Mass.  It reminds us to look forward 
to the life of Jesus, a life lived totally in love that will 
end in suffering and death as the way to glory and 
 

(continued in next column) 

(Gospel Insights – continued) 
 
everlasting life.  Christmas might seem a strange time 
to be thinking of the suffering of Jesus.  But Jesus’  
life is to be seen as a seamless robe: birth in poverty 
to death on a cross as the essential way to new life 
and glory.  We celebrate his birth because of the 
triumphant victory of his death.  He emptied himself 
for love of us and the Father has raised him to the 
highest heavens. 
 

Mary herself has already followed her Son, 
though he is not yet born.  Asked as an unmarried 
virgin if she is willing to be the mother of Jesus and 
assured that, with God, all things are possible, she has 
already said: “Yes! Let all this happen to me as you 
have planned it.”   At this stage, she has no idea what 
is in store but she has said her Yes and she will be 
faithful to it. 
 

We are about to celebrate Christmas very soon.  
Probably all our other preparations have been made or 
we are up to our eyes making them.  But have we 
made the most important preparation of all?  Yes to 
the Father, Yes to Jesus, Yes to all that we will 
experience in the coming year, Yes to every call that 
God makes and will make of us? 
 

Part of the meaning of Christmas is that by 
contemplating the experiences of Jesus and Mary, we 
learn from them how to say an unqualified and 
unconditional Yes.  Because that is where the real joy 
and happiness of Christmas lies.  All the rest is tinsel. 
 

– The Liturgy Committee 
 
 

RETROUVAILLE OF 
CONNECTICUT 

If your marriage is tearing the two of you 
apart, if there is little or no meaningful 
communication, or if you are considering 
separation or divorce, we believe 

Retrouvaille (REH-TROO-VY) can help you.  The 
Retrouvaille program begins with a weekend 
experience in which husbands and wives are helped to 
rediscover each other and to examine their life 
together in a new and positive way.  The next 
Retrouvaille weekend in the Hartford area will take 
place January 19 – 21, 2007.  For more information, 
please call their confidential, toll-free number at 
1-800-470-2230 or visit their website at 
www.retrouvaille.org. 



 

 
 
 

Magda Acosta
Carol Albert-Heath
Amy & Austin and

Ted, Doris & Lillian
Albin & Nellie Anderson
Mary Bannerman
John J. Barry, Sr.
Stanley Bartholomay
Elizabeth B. Bastow
Mr. & Mrs. David Belanger
The Belanger Family
Arthur & Dorothy Bermani
Pia Bertone
Vincent Bertone
Charles R. Bernard
The BessetteFamily
Edward Bialka
The Bilodeau Family
Pat Blanco
The Blevins Family
Frank Blount
Maria & Santo Boccaccio
Thomas Boccaccio
Antoinette Boivin
Jack Borowiec
The Botticello Family
Jane Bowen
The Brazalovich Family
Carmelo Branciforte
Mr. & Mrs. William Bradley
Wayne Bristol
Justin Todd Briere
Richard Briggs
Paul Briggs
Vera Briggs
Mary & GustaveBrueggestrat
Joseph Bernard Burns
John Burnat
Stella Burnat
Eugeniusz Burzawa
Jozef Burzawa
Herman Cadorette
Thomas P. Camarco
Thomas Cantone III
Frank & Mary Capodicasa
Placido & Lucy Cavallarro
Santo Cassarino
Robert & Kathleen Cassarino
Richard Casey
Salvatore & ConcettaCassarino
Richard J. Casey
Joseph & Felicia Chesery
Karl Clark
Patricia Clark
Catherine Russell Claffey
William R. Coiteux
Judith F. Collins
Msgr. Daniel F. Colbert
Paul Comer
The Conroy Family
Bob Connors
Frank A. Corrado, Sr.
Ida May Corrado
Louie & Leona Cormier
Antoinette & Bernard Corona
John & Mary Coughlin
The Cowing Family
G. Robert Coyle
Harold & Katherine Crouse
Paul Crowley
Carolann Cusmano

The Cyr Family
AlineCyr
Patrick Cyr
Donald Cyr
Dennis Daigle
Helen D�Alessandro
Henry & Eleanor Dawson
Annie & Leon Deschaine
Sandra Leonard DeVivo
Grace Diggins
Lillian Dion
The Dirubba Family
Anna Donahue
The Donofrio Family
Stephen Dorak
Helen Dorak
John Dorak
Sophie E. Drag
Mary & Carl Dupre
Joseph (Joey) Duva
Helen S. Ellis
Michael W. Evans, Sr.
Family Members & Friends
Jerry Fargo
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Fauteux
Francis & Veronica Fenton
James J. Ferriter
M. Patricia Ferriter
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Ficai
The Fiengo Family
Donald Fleming
Catherine Fogarty
Donald J. Forte
Sophie Forrest
Frances Fronczek
Fred & Mary Fronczek
Howard A. Furlong, Jr.
The Fusco Family
Mr. & Mrs. Carmelo Gallo
Helen Gallo
Salvatore A. Gallo, Jr.
Anthony Gallo
John & Elinor Gallahue
George L. Gardner
The GaudetteFamily
The Geetersloh Family
Pam Georgides
The Germaine Family
Michael & Lucy Gionfriddo
AlcideGirard
Marc Girard
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Goguen
Clara & Alex Golas
Roberto Gonzalez
Dorothy Gravel
Greg Grivois
Theodora Grzesiak
Joao Guedes
Edmond Guerin
James Gula
Catherine Gula
Maurice Harden
Ethel B. Hart
Harold L. Hart
Madeline Heyer
Christopher & Anna Hickson
Helen Hinchliffe
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Hinchliffe, Sr.
Lad & Rick Hlavaty
George & Billy Hogan
Mabel Hogan

John & Lena Hornyak
Mr. & Mrs. John Hunlow
Carmela Intino
Mr. & Mrs. Antonio Jacques
Edwin G. Jones
Edwin J. Jones
Richard A. Juergens
Jan Kaminski
Alice A. Kirschieper
Ruth Knotts
The Kochanowicz Family
Edward & Lydia Kowalasky
Helen Kosiorek Kronen
Stanley W. Kronen
Mary Krusiewicz
Mrs. Kathleen Krul
Joseph & Beatrice LaBonte
Louis Lachapelle
Mary & Alfred LaFontaine
Mrs. Mable Lambert
Roger Lambert
Lucien Lambert
The Landry Family
Charles LaReau
Noella Leger
John & Lillian Leonard
Geno Libera
John Lombardo
The Lombard Family
Sare& Lucy Lucca
John & Julia Luizzi
The Luko Family
Joseph Luzzi
Anthony & Margaret Lynch
Richard S. Lysik
Lori Ann Malinoski
The Manship Family
The Marquis Family
Antoine Martel
Pearl & Louis Martin
Grace Mary
William McCann
The McCarthy Family
Bill McCarthy
Barbara McGill
Agnes A. McLeod
Eleanor McMahon
The McMahon Family
Theresa McWilliams
The Miller Family
Sarah & John Milne
Marcel Morin
Jeffrey Morin
Eleanor IhneMoyer
Rev. Henry J. Murphy
John R. Nixon
Zofio Okroj
The Oliva Family
Sy Oliveira
Edward J. Otto
Our Families
Witold Parys
Sarah Parent
Rose Rogosky Pendley
William L. Pendley
Albert & Antonietta Pettinato
Kathryn Pleva
Alma Plourd
Ray Plourd
Paul Potkaj
Susan Pricone-Legnani

Llewellyn & Marion Priest
Zofia & Stanislaw Pyszny
Paul J. Rabitaille
Robert Rawlinitis, Sr.
James Regan
Relatives & Friends
William Rice
Marion & Joseph Riley
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Rinaldi
Albert & Beatrice Rioux
Mr. & Mrs. Henry Robert
Pamela Thompson Rossetti
Aldo J. Rovero
The Sadolfo Family
Hector & Adeline Saucier
Milton & Barbara Saunders
Stanley & Helen Saviske
Patricia Scamuzzi
The Schaefer Family
Dorothy Schofield
Alan Schultz, Sr.
Mary Schultz
Burton Schultz
Rachael Schultz
Louis Sciarra, Jr.
Vincent & Lucy Serruto
Bridie& Patrick Shea
Richard Sisca
Anna Sobestanovich
John Spillman
Jim Spillman
Ray Stanizzi
Jennie & Angelo Stanizzi
David Stevens
Bill Stone
Jeremiah & Catherine Sullivan
James & Margaret Sullivan
John M. Sydor
Pauline K. Symkowicz
Mark Tardiff
John A. Telesmanick
Bailey Thorpe
Gene Tirinzonie
Rose & Sal Toce
Arthur & Eva Tremblay
The Tudesco Family
Fern Turmel
Bill Turner
Frank Vallone
William & Albina Vasko
Mary Rogosky Verotsky
Charles George Verotsky
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Veronese
Pauline Vezina
Ralph & Rose Viola
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Vranich
C. Walsh
Jack Wardell
Gail E. Willson
Annie N. Willson
Joseph Wolk
Frances Wonsewicz
Roger Yergeau
The Yorio Family
Joseph Zack
Mrs. Josephine Zalewski
Joseph, Frances & Carrie Zocco
Carmen & Steven Zocco
Veronica & Edward Zwalinski

We thank all who made donations for Christmas flowers and decorations in memory of the 
following people.  They will be remembered in our Masses during the Christmas season. 


