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December 10, 2006 

 
Starry, Star ry Night 

 
 A few weeks ago, two Americans, George Smoot and John Mather, 
won the Nobel prize for physics.  They were awarded science’s highest 
honor for depicting the universe as it was 380,000 years after its birth in 
the Big Bang, the original “explosion”  which gave rise to the universe.  
Their work has confirmed the Big Bang theory to even the most 
stubborn skeptics, and has been called one of the greatest discoveries in 
a century. 
 

 These events and continuing discoveries have created for increasing 
numbers of people a new excitement about astronomy, and about the 
vastness, complexity and beauty of the universe. 
 

 Chet Raymo has written a beautiful little book about these matters 
called An Intimate Look at the Night Sky.  It includes beautiful 
photographs of the night sky, with commentary and quotes from well-
known scientists.  A brief quote follows: 
 

 “ Instead of putting computers in our elementary school classrooms, 
we should take the children out into nature, away from those virtual 
worlds in which they spend unconscionable hours, and let them see an 
eclipsed Moon rising in the east, a pink pearl.  Let them stand in a 
morning dawn and watch a slip of comet flying its tail around the Sun.  
Let them admire the stars of Orion on a sparkling winter evening…and 
shiver in the thrall of cold and beauty.”  
 

 “…Let the children know.  Let them know that nothing, nothing they 
will find in the virtual world of E-games, television or the Internet 
matters half so much as a glitter of stars on an inky skip, drawing our 
attention into the incomprehensible mystery of why the universe is here 
at all, and why we are here to observe it.  The winter Milky Way rises in 
the east, one trillion individually invisible points of light, one trillion 
revelations of the Ultimate Mystery, conferring on the watcher a dignity, 
a blessedness, that compounds the dull humdrums of the commonplace 
and opens a window to infinity.”  
 

– Fr. Fanelli 
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    December 9 - 17, 2006 
 
 

 
 

Saturday, December  9, 4:30 p.m. 
Antoinette Corona – 13th Anniversary 

and Bernard Corona (Daughters) 
 

Sunday, December  10, 8:00 a.m. 
John Stebbins (Family) 

 
Sunday, December  10, 10:30 a.m. 

James R. Skowronski (Family) 
 

Monday, December  11, 7:30 a.m. 
Daniel J. Juiliano (Daughter Helen) 

 
Tuesday, December  12, 7:30 a.m. 

Angelina & Thomas Viglione (Jean Walker) 
 

Wednesday, December  13, 7:30 a.m. 
Charles G. Verotsky – 8th Anniversary 

and Mary R. Verotsky 
(Daughter Carolyn & Joe Kronen) 
Rose R. Pendley – 11th Anniversary 

(Niece Carolyn & Joe Kronen) 
 

Thursday, December  14, 7:30 a.m. 
God’s Blessings for Sue Sadolfo (Family) 

 
Fr iday, December  15, 9:00 a.m. 
John & Louise Olinatz (Children) 

 
Saturday, December  16, 4:30 p.m. 

Dinis Leonardo (Wife & Family) 
 

(continued in the next column) 

 

Mass Intentions (continued) 
 

Sunday, December  17, 8:00 a.m. 
George Gardner (Wife & Family) 

 
Sunday, December  17, 10:30 a.m. 

Sarah Parent (Mr. & Mrs. Renald Maheux) 
 
 

Please pray for: 
 

Dorothy Ber trand 
(mother of Michelle Lavoie) 

 

Sophie Kubis 
 
 

A TITHING PARISH 
 
 

Weekly Collection (December 3): 
 

  Adults: $ 8.081 
  Children: $        5 
  Total: $ 8,086 
 
 

 Same Sunday in 2005: $ 8,859 
 

 Campaign for Human Development:  $ 5,735 
 

 (Thank you for your generosity!) 
 
 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR THE RELIGIOUS 
 This weekend the second collection will be for the 
Retirement Fund for the Religious.  More than 96 
percent of your donations are used for the retirement 
needs of elderly Religious.  Women and men Religious 
thank you for each action you take on behalf of others 
and pray for your spiritual peace and simplicity of 
heart. 
 
 

BETHLEHEM CARVINGS 
 For the past few years, George 
Rishmawi, a Christian from Bethlehem, 
Palestine, has visited St. Christopher’s 
with a display of beautiful carvings for 
sale.  The wood is from olive trees in the 
Holy Land.  The sale of these items is a 
main source of income for a number of 

Christian families in Palestine. 
 George Rishmawi is here again this weekend in the 
Church Hall to offer woodcarvings for sale after all the 
Masses.  These carvings make beautiful Christmas 
gifts, for yourself or others. 

December  10, 2006 
Second Sunday of Advent 

"Every valley shall be 
filled and every 
mountain and hill shall 
be made low. The 
winding roads shall be 
made straight, and the 
rough ways made 
smooth, and all flesh 
shall see the salvation 
of God." 

– Luke 3:5-6 
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SELECTING A NEW PASTOR 
 We were informed by the Chancery Office a few 
days ago of the process to be followed in the selection 
of a new pastor for St. Christopher’s. 
 

 A written profile of the parish will be developed 
by the Vicar for Priests, Msgr. Gerard Schmitz, and 
will be circulated to all the priests of the archdiocese.  
The profile will contain basic statistical information – 
size of the parish, number attending Mass, number of 
baptisms, weddings, funerals, First Communions and 
people Confirmed during the past year, the financial 
status of the parish, etc.  It also comments briefly on 
the needs of the parish and the challenges it faces.   
 

 Fr. Fanelli, Fr. McGrath and a group of the staff 
and parish leaders met last week with Fr. Schmitz to 
discuss the process and the possible content of the 
profile.  Those priests who wish to apply submit a 
formal letter of application to Msgr. Schmitz by 
December 18. 
 

 The applications will be reviewed by the Priests’  
Personnel Board and a recommendation will be made 
to the Archbishop.  The new pastor will be named 
early in January and will begin his assignment here as 
pastor of St. Christopher’s on or about February 1. 
 

 Let us pray that a number of good pastoral leaders 
will apply for St. Christopher’s.  Pray for the Holy 
Spirit’ s guidance of all those who will be involved in 
the selection of a new pastor, and for God’s blessing 
on our parish. 
 

 
 

I  GUARANTEE IT! 
Joe Namath made a bold guarantee of victory for the 
underdog New York Jets in Super Bowl III.  I want to 
follow in Joe’s footsteps and “guarantee”  a special 
experience for all the men who attend this year’s 
Men’s Retreat.  The thrill of a Super Bowl victory is 
fleeting, but the experience of this Men’s Retreat will 
have a lasting impact on your life.  Our parish Men’s 
Retreat will be January 12-14, 2007.  Please consider 
joining us on that weekend at Holy Family Retreat 
House in West Hartford.  Reservation forms can be 
found on the Church bulletin boards.  For more 
information, contact Phil Gosselin at 568-5001or 
Mike Poirier at 568-0632. 

– Phil Gosselin 

HEARTS AND HANDS 
 On November 30, D’Esopo Funeral Chapel 
delivered their gift of the beautiful Christmas tree that 
is in the sanctuary of the church.  On each colored 
paper heart and hand that decorates the tree, there is a 
suggested gift item to benefit this year’s recipients – 
Birthright, Catholic Worker House, and the mothers 
and babies at Synergy High School. 
 If you would like to purchase an item, please do 
so and place the UNWRAPPED gift under the tree 
by Sunday, December  17. 
 We thank the D’Esopo Funeral Chapel for their 
generosity in purchasing and setting up the tree for 
our Christmas project.  We are very grateful to Kay 
McNamara and her helpers for organizing and 
guiding the Hearts and Hands program. 
 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
Donations for Christmas flowers 

made in memory of loved ones which 
will decorate our altar and church in this 

beautiful season are now being accepted.  For 
your convenience, a donation envelope has been 

included with your weekly envelopes for December.  
Please print the name(s) on your envelope and place it 
in the collection basket or send it to the rectory by 
December  17.  You may also print the name(s) on a 
piece of paper and put in an envelope marked 
“Flower Fund.”   Thank you. 
 
 

ST. CHRISTOPHER’S 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 

 We still have a supply of St. Christopher 
Christmas Cards which were first sold last year in 
recognition of our parish and church anniversaries.  
Two beautiful designs are available.  The cards are 
now available at a 50% discount – $5.00 for each set 
of 20 cards and 21 envelopes.  They can be purchased 
at the Rectory during normal business hours or by 
calling the Rectory at 568-5240. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
The next monthly Children’s 
Liturgy will be celebrated next 
Sunday, December 17 at 10:30 
a.m.  All are invited. 
 



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT – DECEMBER 10, 2006 PAGE 3 
 

GOSPEL INSIGHTS 
Second Sunday of Advent – Luke 3:1-6 

 
There are a number of strange names in today’s Gospel.  

They are the names of people and places most of us have 
never heard of.  Why does Luke mention these people and 
places?  First of all, because he is simply following the 
custom of his day both for Jewish and Greek writing.  But, 
more importantly, he is saying that the story of John the 
Baptist and of Jesus is really historical.  This story really 
happened in this world at a particular time and a particular 
place.  It is not a mere myth in the sense of a story which 
has meaning but no basis in fact. 

 
John the Baptist was chosen to announce the coming of 

Jesus: the Messiah, the Christ, the Savior King. 
 
“Prepare a way for the Lord,”  he calls out and his 

words are equally meant for us as for the people he directly 
spoke to. 

 
He comes “proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins,”  says Luke.  There are three words 
there which are closely linked - baptism, repentance, and 
forgiveness. 

 
Of course, the baptism given by John is not the 

Sacrament of Baptism by which people are incorporated 
into the Christian community.  But it was a sacramental or 
symbolic action through which people expressed by their 
immersion in the waters of the River Jordan their desire to 
have their evil past totally washed away. 

 
This washing away would not be effected automatically 

or magically but only by their repentance.  In fact, the term 
Luke uses is “baptism of repentance” .  ‘Repentance’  means 
not just sorrow for past sins but a total and radical change 
of outlook in our relationship with God and other people.  
It calls for a radical and genuine renewal and conversion of 
heart. 

 
This conversion in turn will bring about the 

forgiveness of sin.  Forgiveness means a release, a letting 
go, a liberation from the chains of sin and evil.  
Forgiveness is seen as the dropping off of heavy baggage 
or burdens (like the space shuttle dropping off its booster 
tanks and soaring off on its own into space).  Forgiveness, 
too, involves a total reconciliation with our God and with 
all those whom we have hurt or with whom we have come 
in conflict.  It is a healing, a making whole. 

 
(continued in the next column) 

 
 
(Gospel Insights – continued) 

 
This was how people were to “prepare a 

way for the Lord” .  This was how, as Luke says, 
echoing the First Reading from the prophet 
Baruch, valleys were to be filled in, mountains 
and hills laid low, winding ways straightened 
and rough roads made smooth.  This was how 
each one was to have the personal experience in 
his/her own heart of the saving power of God. 

 
That is how we are to open ourselves for 

that saving power.  It will come through Jesus 
who will heal the sick, who will help the weak, 
who will forgive the sinner, who will give hope 
to the hopeless, who will give life, real life, to 
all who open their hearts to him. 

 
This is what we are preparing to celebrate 

during this Advent time.  After the coming of 
Jesus, the world will not be the same.  Today we 
are still under the influence of that coming.  
Today, 2,000 years later, people still ask to be 
baptized and come under his influence.  They 
wish to become his disciples, to walk his way 
and to experience in themselves the saving 
power of God. 

 
Each year as the Advent season comes 

round and we prepare to celebrate the birth of 
Jesus, we need once more to hear the 
challenging call of John the Baptist to baptism, 
repentance and forgiveness.  We need to re-
affirm our commitment to the Christian 
community, to the Body of Christ, through 
which we go to God and through which our God 
comes to us. 

 
We need to open ourselves to further 

conversion, to an ever deeper change of heart, to 
a deeper listening to what Jesus is asking of us, 
“Lord, what do you want me to do, to be?”  

 
We need, because of our commitment to the 

Body of Christ, to find total reconciliation with 
God and with all those people who come into 
our lives. 

 
– The Liturgy Committee 
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OUR GIFT TO YOU 
IS THE GIFT OF TIME 

An Advent Afternoon for  Yourself 
 

 Need to do some shopping?  Wrap presents?  Clean 
the house?  Our Youth Ministry office is presenting 
you with the opportunity to get these things done. 
 The teens of St. Christopher Church are offering 
Free Babysitting TODAY, Sunday, December  10, 
from 1:00 – 5:00 p.m. in the school’s gym.  You are 
asked to provide a snack for your child(ren). 
 

 
 

LOOKING FOR A 
LAST-MINUTE GIFT IDEA? 

 We have it, but they’ re going fast!  Consider 
purchasing a 2007 Entertainment Book.  It makes the 
perfect gift for your family or friends.  The book is full 
of discount coupons for many area restaurants and 
stores and can be used immediately.  All proceeds 
benefit the Youth Ministry fund.  Please call the 
Rectory during normal business hours at 568-5240 to 
check on availability. 
 
 

A FAMILY PERSPECTIVE, by Bud Ozar  
 Like the John the Baptism, every parent “prepares 
the way of the Lord”  in the hearts of their children.  
Advent is a good time to ask; “Does my life help or 
hinder my children to know Jesus?”  
 
 

THANK YOU 
 We extend our appreciation to Bev Connors, who 
along with her dear friend Lois Alexander, took charge 
of last Sunday’s hospitality hour following the 10:30 
Mass.  We also thank those who assisted her:  Helen 
Little, Frank McMahon, Kay McNamara, Denise 
Rioux, Alison Silva, Kerry Silva and Barbara Wilmes.  
In addition, we are grateful to those who brought food 
donations and who stayed to enjoy this well-attended 
hospitality hour. 
 
 

A CHRISTMAS GIFT 
FOR MARRIED COUPLES 

 Couples…want to give each other something really 
special this Christmas?  How about a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter weekend?  The next weekend is 
scheduled for January 26-28, 2007 in Meriden.  For 
more information, please call John & Bev Maley at 
203-364-0836 or visit www.wwmect.org. 

CHRISTMAS COOKIES 
Please share your Christmas Cookies with 
our guests at East Hartford’s Friendship 
Center Soup Kitchen.  Cookies may be 
placed on the table in the hall next 

Saturday, December 16 and Sunday, December 17.  
Please do not leave them under the tree.  We would 
appreciate volunteers to come to St. John’s Episcopal 
Church on the corner of Main St. and Burnside Ave. on 
Monday, December 18, at 3:00 p.m. to help fill the 
bags.  If you have any questions, please call Ann 
Sheldon at 568-4918. 
 
 

QUIET CHRISTMAS MASS 
 Are you or someone you know struggling to find 
joy in this holiday season?  If so, please consider 
attending a “Quiet Christmas Mass”  offered by the 
Catholic Community of St. Bridget in Manchester on 
Friday, December 15 at 7:00 p.m.  This special service 
is designed to meet the worship needs of those who are 
experiencing loss or difficulty and are unable to feel the 
joy of the holiday season.  Words of strength and hope 
will be shared as a reminder that God’s presence is for 
those who mourn, and God’s word comes to give light 
in darkness.  For further information, please contact 
Sister Marilyn at 643-2403, ext. 13. 
 
 

 
St. Chr istopher  School 

Presents O’Malley’s Wake 
 St. Christopher School is proud to announce that it 
will be presenting the hilarious O’Malley’s Wake on 
Friday, February 9, 2006 at Maneeley’s in South 
Windsor.  The cost is $45.00 per person (cash bar) and 
includes the dinner, show, and DJ.  There will also be a 
50/50 raffle and lots of door prizes.  Some of you 
joined us last year for Joey & Maria’s Family Reunion 
where you first met the Irish side of the family, the 
O’Malley’s.  If you are struggling to think about what 
to get family members or friends this Christmas, this 
may literally be the ticket.  It’ s a great night out.  In 
fact, why don’ t you join us, too?  What better gift can 
you give yourself than a night out with family and 
friends filled with fine food and laughter? 
 There are still opportunities for companies to 
sponsor a table.  The cost is $100.  A nice display with 
the company’s name will be provided at the table.  For 
tickets or to sponsor a table, please call the school at 
568-4100 or Billy Gilnack at 528-6828 or 463-0569. 


