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December 3, 2006
The Two Seasons

Today is the first Sunday of Advent, the period of expectation and
preparation for the celebration of the first coming of Christ at Christmas
and his second coming at the end of time, and his coming to us every day.
But Advent is not a penitential season in the same sense as Lent. Itisa
time which calls us to quiet prayer, to reflection on our need of a Savior,
and especially joyful anticipation of the coming of the Lord Jesus.

While repentance for our sinsis a part of the Advent spirit, it does not
receive the same emphasis asin Lent. To distinguish Advent from Lent,
blue vestments and banners are coming into use more and more, often
combined with purple, asin our church.

The Christmas season begins with the Vigil Mass on Christmas Eve.
It does not end until The Feast of the Baptism of Jesus, this year
celebrated on Monday, January 8, the Monday after the Epiphany. While
decorations are not out of place in Advent, the fullness of Christmas
splendor, decoration and celebration is more appropriate during the
Christmas season. That's why Christians are encouraged to leave the
Christmas lights and decorations up, if possible, during the whole
Christmas season. Removing them right after Christmas implies the
season is over, when it is actually just beginning. That time is also amore
appropriate time for Christmas parties. Family schedules may not make it
possible, but in many cases, a change can be made. If the Christmas
parties have already been scheduled for this Advent, why not plan now to
change to the Christmas season next year? It will also make the pre-
Christmas time less hectic and help us to a better appreciation of the
church year and the liturgical season.

Let’s not allow commercial pressures to control our religious practice.
The prayers and Scripture readings of all the days of Advent are proper to
that season. So also the prayers and hymns and Scripture readings of the
true Christmas season celebrate that feast. Not observing the proper
season puts us “out of sync” with the liturgical year. Observing the
seasons gives us deep satisfaction and the rich graces of the proper
celebration of these great feasts.

Happy Advent!
—Fr. Fanelli
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"Then they will seethe
Son of Man coming in
a cloud with power
and great glory. But
when these signs begin
to happen, stand erect
and raise your heads

because your redemp-
tionisat hand."

—Luke 21:27-28

December 3, 2006
First Sunday of Advent

Saturday, December 2, 4:30 p.m.
Bill McCarthy — 4™ Anniversary
(Wife Kay)

Sunday, December 3, 8:00 a.m.
Joseph and Dorothy Corpora
(Margaret and All the Children)

Sunday, December 3, 10:30 a.m.
Lucian Gionfriddo — 30" Anniversary
(Daughter)

Monday, December 4, 7:30 a.m.
Mark Tardiff (Family)

Tuesday, December 5, 7:30 a.m.
Bill McCarthy (Friend)

Wednesday, December 6, 7:30 a.m.
Ernest St. Arnold — 2™ Anniversary
(Sister, Jeanne)

Thursday, December 7, 7:30 a.m.
Paul Franklin (Wife Claire)

Friday, December 8, 9:00 a.m.
Elizabeth Barno (Grandchildren)

Friday, December 8, 12:00 noon
Margaret L. Lafleur — 16™ Anniversary
(Daughter Gloria Jean)

(continued in the next column)

Mass I ntentions (continued)

Saturday, December 9, 4:30 p.m.
Antoinette Corona— 13" Anniversary
and Bernard Corona (Daughters)

Sunday, December 10, 8:00 a.m.
John Stebbins (Family)

Sunday, December 10, 10:30 a.m.
James R. Skowronski (Family)

Please pray for:

Francis Kaminski
(brother of Eleanor Domler)

Pasquale Scelza
(brother of Frank Scelza)

A TITHING PARISH
Weekly Collection (November 26):

Adults: $ 7,862
Children: $ 4
Total: $ 7,866
Same Sunday in 2005: $8,355

RETIREMENT FUND FOR THE RELIGIOUS

Next weekend, December 9 and 10, the second
collection will be for the Retirement Fund for the
Religious. More than 96 percent of your donations are
used for the retirement needs of elderly Religious.
Women and men Religious thank you for each action you
take on behalf of others and pray for your spiritua peace
and simplicity of heart.

JOIN YOUR FRIENDS, MAKE NEW FRIENDS!

They’re taking off Friday evening, January 12, for
our Parish Men's Retreat at Holy Family Retreat House
in West Hartford. It’'ll be a relaxing weekend of peace
and quiet. Good rest, good food, inspiring talks to
bring you closer to Christ. You'll come away with a
new perspective on your life. A wonderful inner peace
to face problems with new courage. Come on out!
Reservation forms are available on the bulletin boards.
For information or to just tak about what the
experienceis like, please call Phil Gosselin at 568-5001
or Mike Poirier at 568-0632.
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

This Friday, December 8, is the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary, a Holy Day of
Obligation. Masses on Friday will be celebrated at
9:00 am., 12:00 noon, and 5:00 p.m. (There will be no
7:30 am. Mass celebrated on this day.)

HOLIDAY CONCERT

You are invited to the 2006 Travelers Holiday Choral
Concert this Wednesday, December 6, at 7:30 p.m. in the
2,800 seat Bushnell Center for the Performing Arts, 166
Capitol Avenue in Hartford. This 100-voice, four-part
Travelers Choral ensemble has been rehearsing since
August to ensure they deliver an inspirational holiday
performance of traditional and popular Christmas songs.
This year's holiday concert will mark the group's 83
anniversary. Concert admission and parking are free,
although the Travelers Choral organization does ask that
you bring a nonperishable food item for donation to
FoodShare.

The Travelers Choral Club is also sponsoring a silent
auction (new this year!) featuring lots of cool items donated
by the St. Paul Travelers Foundation. The silent auction
begins at 6:00 p.m. in The Bushnell’s Mortensen Hall. For
additional information, please call Randy Walker, Vice
President, Travelers Choral Club at (860) 461-2050.

COOKIESFOR THE SOUP KITCHEN

Please share your Christmas Cookies with our guests at
East Hartford’s Friendship Center Soup Kitchen. Cookies
may be placed on the table in the hall on Saturday,
December 16 and Sunday, December 17. Please do not
leave them under the tree. We would appreciate volunteers
to come to St. John's Episcopal Church on the corner of
Main St. and Burnside Ave. on Monday, December 18, at
3:00 p.m. to help fill the bags. If you have any questions,
please call Ann Sheldon at 568-4918.

HOLIDAY FOOD BOXES

: Christmas food boxes will be packed on Dec. 14 and
delivered on Dec. 17. We are in need of the following
' items: Cereal, Gravy and TURKEYS. Please leave non-

perishable donations in the baskets near the baptismal
font by next weekend. Turkeys can be donated by calling
 Kay McNamara at 568-5650 or Eleanor Domler at

+ 569-7396. Thank you for your help and support!

OURGIFTTOYOU
ISTHE GIFT OF TIME
An Advent Afternoon for Yoursalf

Free Babysitting, sponsored by the teens of St.
Christopher Church, is being offered on Sunday,
December 10, from 1:00 — 5:00 p.m. in the
school’s gym. You are asked to provide a snack
for your child(ren). Please call the Youth
Ministry Office a 895-8692 for more
information.

BLOOD DRIVE

The 8" Annual Blood Drive in memory of Bryan
Judd and Paul Potka will be held on Friday,
December 8, from 1:45 — 6:30 p.m. in the
Church Hall. The teens of our parish will be
providing the refreshments and free childcare
during this drive. The teens are keeping a
promise made eight years ago that Bryan and Paul
will not be forgotten — the best way to remember
their lives is to celebrate the gift of life by giving
blood.

Walk-ins are aways welcome, but if you
would like to make an appointment, please call
the American Red Cross at 1-800-GIVE-LIFE (1-
800-448-3543). Thank you in advance for
participating in this life-saving endeavor.

HEARTSAND HANDS

On November 30, D’Esopo Funeral Chapel
delivered their gift of the beautiful Christmas tree
that is in the sanctuary of the church. On each
colored paper heart and hand that decorates the
tree, there is a suggested gift item to benefit this
year's recipients — Birthright, Catholic Worker
House, and the mothers and babies at Synergy
High School.

If you would like to purchase an item, please
do so and place the UNWRAPPED gift under the
tree by Sunday, December 17.

We thank the D’Esopo Funeral Chapel for
their generosity in purchasing and setting up the
tree for our Christmas project. Their continued
support is most meaningful to this project as is
yours.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
First Sunday of Advent - Luke 21:25-28,34:36

Happy New Year! No, thisisnot January 1 nor is
it the Lunar New Y ear or the beginning of the Muslim
year. Yet it is the beginning of a new year, the
beginning of another Church year and the beginning
of a new cycle of prayers and Scripture readings,
Cycle C. So, “ Happy New Year!”

Why are these four weeks before Christmas called
“Advent”? The term comes from a Latin word
meaning ‘coming, arrival’. We immediately think it
refers to the coming of Jesus at Christmastime and
that is correct. But it is not the whole story. In fact,
we can speak of three comings of the Lord. The First
Coming is the coming of the Child Jesus in
Bethlehem, which we anticipate and prepare for in
these four weeks. The Second Coming of Jesus is at
the end of time (“And then they will see the Son of
Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”)
The Third Coming is the welcoming of Jesus into our
lives in the here and now. This is something which
takes place every day. By it we both acknowledge
the First Coming of Jesus in Bethlehem and prepare
for the Second Coming at an unknown future date.

The readings of today’s Mass urge us to face the
realities of life. Lifeislike aride on abusor atrain.

(Gospel Insights — continued)

Be ready to get off the bus at any point, that is,
be ready to meet the Lord whenever he calls us
to himself, whether that be in the very near
future or many years away. The important thing
is: Be prepared.

Do not be afraid, do not worry. Fear, worry and
anxiety do not solve any problems. Fear, worry
and anxiety are about things which do not yet
exist and most probably will never exist as we
imagine them. As Fr Tony de Mello used to
say: “Why worry? If you worry, you will die; if
you don’'t worry, you will die. So why worry?”

Do improve your relations with the people
around you. A good life consists not so muchin
the kind of work we do or how “ successful” we
are but how we have related with other people -
with family, other relatives, friends, colleagues
and total strangers.

Do use every opportunity to be in touch with
God and Jesus our Lord who is with us
wherever we go, whatever we do. We will meet
him, talk to him, listen to him, help him, be
helped by him through every person and every
experience that forms the fabric of our lives.

On a bus or train, you have people who chat, some Then no matter at what moment he invites us to step
are studying the horse-racing or sports pages of the off the bus of life, he will not be a stranger. We will
paper, others are apparently doing nothing or day not hear him say those terrible words of the Gospel: “ |
dreaming. For many, the journey is only an do not know you.” On the contrary, we will be ready to
unavoidable means to get to their destination and has welcome him as he calls us to himself. And that is our

no value in itself. Yet there are others who are fully destination. Thereis no other. If we can observe these
aware of what is going on as they ride. They are four steps, then, no matter when Jesus comes to call us,
aware of their surroundings, of the people around we will be ready, we will “stand erect and hold our
them. They may admire the beauty of a morning sky heads high” as we hear him say, “Welcome, dear
or the loveliness of trees or buildings they pass on friend” . We can hardly think of a better way to prepare

their way. The journey and the destination are part of for the coming of Christ at Christmas.
one redity. The going as well as the arriving has

importance, and one contributes to the other. — The Liturgy Committee

In the journey of life, today’s Mass suggests our
approach should be similar. If we want to celebrate RCIA
the First Coming of Jesus and prepare for his Second This weekend at the 10:30 Mass we
Coming, then the way to do it is to be aware of his welcome this year's participant in the
coming into every moment of every day. The Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults,
Scripture for today tells us that on the bus of life we Amy Penikas. As Amy continues her
should: journey toward the Sacraments of the Easter Vigil,
(continued in the next column) please keep her in your prayers.
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ADULT SOCIAL CLUB

The Adult Social Club will be having their annual
Christmas Luncheon on Monday, December 4
beginning at 12:00 noon in the Church Hall. Mary
Morse, the “accordion lady” who is back by popular
demand, will provide musical entertainment.

Donations will be accepted at this luncheon to
support the Friendship Center Soup Kitchen at St.
John’s Episcopal Church in East Hartford. Checks
should be made payable to EHIM. Our member, Ann
Sheldon, will see that all donations get to the proper
place.

Reminder: We ask that anyone who is able to
park in the back lot of the church to do so to ease the
congestion when the children are dismissed from
school. If you have any questions, please call Rose
Y ergeau at 568-4029.

TREE OF LIGHTS

The East Hartford Woman's Club sponsors the
“Tree of Lights’ on the lawn of Raymond Library
each Holiday Season.

At a cost of $5.00 per name, citizens may honor
or memorialize a family member or friend. The Tree
is lit during Holidayfest — December 1-4 — and
remains lit until early January. The names of those
being honored are listed in the East Hartford Gazette,
sometime in January or February, depending on
space.

The proceeds from this project go to East Hartford
Interfaith  Ministries Human Needs Fund. We
understand most of the money goes to fuel/heating
cost for East Hartford’ s needy residents.

Names and checks payable to EHWC can be sent
to Margaret Byrnes, 57 Garvan Street, East Hartford,
CT 06108. Copies of aform to be used in making a
gift can be found at the entrances of the church.

CHRISTMASFLOWERS

Donations for Christmas flowers made in
memory of loved ones to decorate our atar
- and church in this beautiful season are now being
"+ accepted. For your convenience, a donation
envel ope has been included with your weekly envelopes
for December. Please print the name(s) on your
envelope and place it in the collection basket or send it
to the rectory by December 17. You may aso print the
name(s) on a piece of paper and put in an envelope
marked “Flower Fund.” Thank you.

ST.CHRISTOPHER’'SCHRISTMAS CARDS

As announced last week, our remaining inventory
of St. Christopher Christmas Cards will be sold after all
Masses this weekend at a 50% discount — $5.00 for
each set of 20 cards and 21 envelopes. Cards can aso
be purchased at the Rectory during normal business
hours.

FOOD BANK
Our Thanksgiving food boxes were packed on
Thursday, November 16 with the help of the following
people:

Elaine Burke Jean McNamara

Eleanor & Dick Domler  Cheryl McNamee

Phil Gravel Debbie Morin

Pruddy Hodder Elaine & George Tryon
Gayle Juliani Charlotte & Rev. Al Turner
Steve Kleva Debbie Wall

Mac McCarthy

On Sunday, November 19, with the help of the
following people, we completed the boxes by adding
the perishable items — apples, breads, carrots, eggs,
margarine, milk and turkeys.

Sandy Bonfiglio Mac McCarthy
Eleanor & Dick Domler Deborah McNamara
Scott, Patrick & MadelineGay  Jay McNamara
Mary Lawson Denise Rioux

and members of the St. Christopher Y outh Group:

Rachel Fredette
Ginamarie Garabedian
Ashley Wisnieski

Andrew Dawson
LisaDonato
Keri Fitzgerald

With the help of the following people we delivered 50
boxes to 46 families comprised of 57 adults and 80
children. We supplied enough food for approximately
1,600 meals.

Yvon & Jeannine Belliveau Mary Lawson
Sam Boccaccio Ray LeBrun
Sandy Bonfiglio Helen Little
Dick Domler Mac McCarthy
Mike & MariaGallo Rita Schaefer
Scott, Patrick & Madelyn Gay Rose Y ergeau

Thanks to al who helped by supplying food, monetary
donations, and packing and/or delivering.

God blessyou all, Kay McNamara




