FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT — FEBRUARY 13, 2005

The tempter approached
and said to him, "If you
are the Son of God,
command that these stones
become loaves of bread."
He said in reply, "It is
written: ©ne does not live
by bread aone, but by
every word that comes
forth from the mouth of
God.®©—-Mt 4:3-4

February 13, 2005
First Sunday of Lent

Mass Intentions || February 12 - 20, 2005

Saturday, February 12, 4:30 p.m.
Jean Sadosky, Helen Mullaney, and Frances WWonsewicz
(Ladies of &. Christopher)

Sunday, February 13, 8:00 a.m.
Edmour Lemieux (The Guerin Family)

Sunday, February 13, 10:00 a.m.
Manuel Goulart (The Wells Families)

Sunday, February 13, 12:00 noon
John Prout (Friend)

Monday, February 14, 7:30 a.m.
John & Louise Olinatz (Children)

Tuesday, February 15, 7:30 a.m.
Antoine Martel —In Memory of His Birthday
(Suzanne, Claudette, Marguerite,
Richard, Lucie and Helene)

Wednesday, February 16, 7:30 a.m.
Soulsin Purgatory (Sandra Augello)

Friday, February 18, 7:30 a.m.
Bruce Baillif (Toni & Dave Amberg)

Saturday, February 19, 4:30 p.m.
Raymond Plourd — 6™ Anniversary (Family)

Sunday, February 20, 8:00 a.m.
Deceased Members of the Cutler Family
(The Vance Family)

Sunday, February 20, 10:00 a.m.
Kenneth Machaud (Sandra Wardwell)

Sunday, February 20, 12:00 noon
Bridget Grandfield (Friend)

A TITHING PARISH

Weekly Collection (Feb. 6): $ 11,069
Same Sunday in 2004: $ 7,346

Thank you very much for your generosity.
Three Parishioners Commentson Tithing

“Hopefully thiswill help the Parishif all parishioners
participate.”

“We began the practice of tithing a few years ago.
We feel more should do so also.”

“It truly challenges our faith commitment.”

STATIONSOF THE CROSS
St. Christopher Church is offering the
Stations of the Cross every Friday
evening during Lent beginning at 7:00
p.m. We hope you will join us.

THEMESOF LENT
This month’s issue of Catholic Update enclosed with
this Bulletin, is entitled “In the Desert With Jesus.” It
is an excellent commentary on Biblical themes of
Lent. We recommend it for your reflection at the
beginning of this special season.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE BEING FORMED
As was announced last week, St. Christopher will be
celebrating special anniversaries later this year. A
committee is being formed to discuss possible
activities to be held throughout the year to celebrate
these events. If you are interested in serving on this
committee, please call Bonnie at the parish office at
568-5240 and leave your name and number, and
someone from the Parish Council will contact you.

UPCOMING WEDDING
Scott Porter & Julia Zimmer
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VIOLENCE IN THE OLD TESTAMENT

Many people are puzzled and disturbed by the
amount of violence in the Old Testament which seems
approved by God. A presentation on the topic
“Violence and War in the Old Testament” will be given
by the Rev. Lawrence Boadt at St. Thomas Seminary in
Bloomfield on Saturday, March 5 from 12:30-4:30 pm.

Evangelical and Fundamentalist preachers take a
very literal approach to the Bible which often differs
greatly from the Catholic perspective which Fr. Boadt
will present.

Fr. Boadt is Professor Emeritus of Biblical Studies
at Washington Theological Union, and is a most
knowledgeable and interesting speaker. To register for
the talk, call 667-0891 and ask for Sister Jewel Renna.

There is no charge, but a freewill offering is
suggested.

MOTHER’SRING FOUND
A Mother’s Ring was found in the church recently. If
you believe this ring might be yours, please call the
Rectory at 568-5240.

BOTTLE AND CAN DRIVE

St. Christopher School will be holding a can and bottle
drive on Saturday, March 12. You may bring your
redeemables to the front of the school from 9:00 am. —
12:00 noon. Note: Please insure that the cans and
bottles have been rinsed out before dropping them
off. Volunteers are welcome. For information, please
call Lou Priest at 569-0087. Your help and support is
greatly appreciated.

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING

CLASSESBEING OFFERED
Another series of classes on Natural Family Planning
will be offered beginning Sunday, February 27. The
first class will be held at St. Rose Church (basement)
from 3:00 — 5:00 p.m. For more information and to
register, please call Dan and Natalie Herrera at 568-
55609.

CATHOLIC BOOK STORE
The Catholic Book Store will make another visit to St.
Christopher’ s the weekend of March 12 and 13 for your
convenience. There will be a display of many fine
books for adults and children, and a variety of religious
articles. Mark your calendars!

CALENDAR OF
THISCOMING WEEK'SEVENTS

Tuesday ~ February 15
7:15 p.m.: Children’s Liturgy Committee Meeting —
Rectory

Wednesday ~ February 16

6:30 p.m.: Alpha Program — Church Hall
7:00 p.m.: Rosary — Chapel

Friday ~ February 18

7:00 p.m.: Stations of the Cross

Sunday ~ February 20
There are NO Religious Education Classes

FIRST CLASSPILGRIMAGE
TOSICILY & ROME

June 19 — July 1, 2005

Join Fr. John Gatzak, Executive Director of the
Archdiocesan’'s Office of Radio and Television, on a
first class pilgrimage to celebrate his 30™ anniversary of
priestly ordination.

Journey for a fun-filled week through SICILY —
Visit Taormina, Mt. Etna (optional), Siracusa,
Agrigento, Erice, Saline, Palermo and more. Then, it's
on to the Eternal City of ROME to celebrate Fr. John’'s
anniversary on June 29", the Feast of SS. Peter and
Paul where we'll attend a Papal Mass. Visit the
Vatican Museum, Sistine Chapel, the Coliseum, Trevi
fountain, the catacombs and many other sites.

Share the joy and heritage of our faith, plus the
warmth of the Italian summer. The food will certainly
be outstanding! Spaceis limited!

Please call (203) 758-7367 now for details or visit
usonline at:

www.ortv.org/pilgrimages/2005/sicily/sicily _2005.htm.

ICEJ PETITION FOR

PROGRESSIVE INCOME TAX REFORM

This is the last weekend to sign the petition urging
leaders of our state to work together in a bipartisan
manner to enact an appropriate progressive tax reform
bill. Graduated income tax increases on family in
excess of $250,000 could raise up to $500 million to
support increased state educational grants. Increased
grants would in turn allow our municipalities to reduce
their property tax levies.

Petition forms can be found at the church entrances.
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GOSPEL INSIGHTS
First Sunday of Lent — Matthew 4:1-11

Today’s Gospel story follows immediately on Jesus
baptism and endorsement by his Father as his “Beloved
Son” to whom we are to listen. Note that Jesus is led into
the desert by the Spirit of God. The purpose clearly is not
to lead him to do evil but to experience the testing of his
fitness for his coming mission. Will he fail like our First
Parents or like the Israglites of old? Or will be prove
himself worthy of the mission he has been given? The
testing will be done not by God but by the Evil One, the
Tempter. It is pictured as taking place in a barren region
between Jerusalem and the Dead Sea.

Jesus, like Moses before him, had fasted for 40 days.
He is aone in the wilderness without food. He is hungry,
weak and vulnerable. Now is the time for the Tempter to
moveiin.

It is important to redlize that all temptations — and
these tests are no exception — come to us under the guise
of some kind of goodness. No sane person chooses the
purely evil unless some positive benefit is seen to come
fromit. In each of the three tests today, Jesus is being led
on to do something which would seem to enhance his
mission as Lord and Savior.

In fact, these three tests are really symbols of real tests
that we find in the life of Jesus. Jesus did produce large
guantities of bread on two occasions but not for himself
but rather to feed the hungry. He regjected calls from his
opponents to prove who he was by performing some
striking signs. He said the only sign would be his own
death and resurrection. After one of the feedings (as told
in John’'s gospel), he had the crowd at his feet and they
wanted to make him king.
mountains to pray to his Father and packed his ambitious
disciples off in a boat and into a storm which gave them
something else to think about — survival.

Jesus passes all three tests and will continue to do so
all during his life right up to the moment of his death. In
the garden of Gethsemane, he will beg to be spared the
horrors of his Passion but will then put aside his own fears
of suffering and death and accept his Father’'s way. On

the cross he will make the despairing cry, “My God, my -

God, why have you forsaken me?’ and soon after, in total
submission, say: “Into your hands | surrender my life.”

The way of the Father is the only way that will lead
him — and us — to the life that never ends and when all
tears will be wiped away. At the beginning of Lent, we
need to ask ourselves, “Whereis God leading us?’

(continued in the next column)

Instead, he fled to the

_ parish community.
. know you and to care for your pastoral needs (marriage, |
_ baptism, funeral arrangements, sponsorship certificates,
. vigitation to the sick or homebound, just to name a .

_ Address

. Telephone

(Gospel Insights — continued)

We can ask that because God has plans for us just as he
did for Jesus. Do we feel something within us? Calling
us? Moving us? If not, we must look closer, becauseiit is
there. Get intouch withit thisLent.

— The Liturgy Committee

We are happy to announce that the following individuals
and families have recently become members of our parish:

LindaCarlin

Danielle Gallery
and her children Matthew and Melinda

Donald and Nancy Breault
and their son Casey

Maria Ortega
and her children Derek and Cheyenne

Cheryl DiMauro
and her daughter AnnaMarie

We extend a warm welcome to each one of them, and
pray that they find St. Christopher’s to be a source of
strong support for their faith.

WELCOME to al who celebrate with us at St.

_ Christopher Church, whether you are a visitor, a
_ longtime parishioner or have recently moved into the
_area

If you would like to become a member of our
parish, please fill out the form below and place it in the
collection basket or send it to the Parish Office.

Registration formally makes you a member of the
It also makes it easier for us to

few).

PLEASE LET USKNOW WHO YOU ARE
Kindly introduce yourself before or after Mass
or come by the rectory for avisit.

Name

_ City Zip
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RITE OF CHRISTIAN
INITIATION FOR ADULTS
(RCIA)

Overview of the
Period of Purification and Enlightenment

Our catechumens (Daniele Dewees, James Lewis,
and Dorothy Meakem) and candidate (April Adams-
Mejia) have completed the formation phase of RCIA
through catechesis and liturgy and are now entering
the Period of Purification and Enlightenment.

This is the six weeks of Lent during which the
catechumens and the candidate make final spiritual
preparation for their initiation at Easter. The Period
of Purification and Enlightenment will consist of the
following rituals, celebrated with the parish
community at Mass:

Sunday — February 13
The Rite of Sending —10:00 am. Mass

The Rite of Election and the
Call for Continuing Conversation
3:00 p.m. — St. Joseph Cathedral

Sunday — February 20
The Presentation of the Creed

Sunday — February 27
The First Scrutiny

Sunday —March 6
The Second Scrutiny

Sunday —March 13
The Third Scrutiny

Sunday —March 20
The Presentation of the Lord’s Prayer

The Rite of Sending, The Rite of Election,
and the Call for Continuing Conversion

The Rite of Election celebrates the election or
choice by God through the Church, of those
catechumens who will be admitted to the celebration
of the Easter Sacraments. It is celebrated on the first
Sunday of Lent in the cathedral church with the
Bishop presiding. This rite is also sometimes called
the Rite of Enrollment of Names because each
catechumen signs his or her name in the Book of the
Elect. The “signing on the dotted line” signifies the

(continued in the next column)

(RCIA —continued)

catechumen’s pledge of fidelity to see the process
through to Full Initiation. After the signing takes
place the catechumens will be known as the Elect.

Another part of this Rite is the Cal for
Continuing Conversion recognizing those individuals
who are already baptized and their desire to complete
their Initiation through the reception of the
sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist.

The Archdiocese of Hartford will celebrate The
Rite of Election and The Cal for Continuing
Conversion today, Sunday February 13, at 3:00 p.m.
a St. Joseph’'s Cathedral in Hartford, with
Archbishop Henry Mansell presiding.

The Rite of Sending is a parish-based ritual for
conveying our support and prayers as we send our
catechumens Daniele, James, and Dorothy, and our
candidate April to the Archbishop for recognition.
The Rite of Sending will be celebrated today,
February 13, at the 10:00 am. Mass.

Please pray for our catechumens as they join usin
prayerfully preparing for full initiation at the Easter
Vigil. Please dso pray for our candidate as she
prayerfully prepares to receive the Sacraments of
Eucharist and Confirmation at Easter.

CATHEDRAL OF ST. JOSEPH
PARISH MISSION

March 7 — 10, 2005

Msgr. David Q. Liptak, Executive Editor of the
Catholic Transcript will lead reflections on “The Y ear
of the Eucharist.” Each evening begins at 7:00 p.m.
a the Cathedral of St. Joseph, 140 Farmington
Avenue in Hartford. Thursday evening's session will
include a Penance Service. Attended parking is
availablefor al services. All are welcome.

If you have any questions, please call the
Cathedral Rectory at 249-8431.

2005 ENTERTAINMENT BOOKS

Only two 2005 Entertainment Books remain! These
books sell for $30 a piece and are full of discount
coupons for many area restaurants and stores. All
proceeds benefit the Youth Ministry fund. This
year's proceeds will help our teens who wish to
attend the New England Youth Gathering in New
Hampshire this March. Please call the Rectory at
568-5240 if you're interested in purchasing a book.




